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Heartbroken family speak out as teenager charged 

GIRLFRIEND TALKS 
OF AMAZING RYAN 



The stunning Narcissus by Scottish artist Alison Kinnaird will be on display at the festival Photo credit: Robin Morton 


By Clare Butler 


THE heartbroken family of 
24-year-old stab victim Ryan 
Passey have paid tribute to 
their ‘loving’ son, in the wake 
of a second stabbing in the 
area in just 48 hours. 

Ryan was attacked at Chicago’s on the Rye 
Market in Stourbridge at around lam on Sun¬ 
day and died later in hospital. 

Pictured with his girlfriend Paige Marsh-Rob- 
erts during happier times, the 19-year-old 
spoke fondly of 
her football-lov¬ 
ing boyfriend, 
describing him 
as ‘amazing’. 

Ryan had 
played for Team 
Dudley and 
Stourbridge 
Football Club’s 
youth side in the 
past, but most 
recently played 
for Stourbridge 
Athletic and 
Wren’s Nest. 

It was one of 
four murders in 
the West Mid¬ 
lands over the weekend. 

And yesterday, a teenager appeared in court 
charged with Ryan’s murder. Kobe Murray is 
accused of stabbing him in the chest. 

Murray, 19, of The Broadway, Dudley, ap¬ 
peared at Birmingham Crown Court yesterday. 

Two more 19-year-olds have been released 
without charge. 

Meanwhile, a woman is seriously injured in 
hospital after the second stabbing in the area 
in 48 hours. A man has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of attempted murder after the woman 
was stabbed multiple times in Lye on Monday. 

It is believed the attack happened in a flat 
above shops off the town’s High Street - just 
over a mile away from Chicago’s. 

The victim, aged in her 20s, remains in a se¬ 
rious condition in hospital. 

The suspect is believed to have known the 
victim and police are not looking for anybody 
else. An area next to Clinic Drive, just off Lye 
High Street, remained cordoned off. 

• Heartbroken - Page 2 


THIS stunning piece of art is one of many 
taking centre stage during this year’s Inter¬ 
national Festival of Glass. 

Celebrating the work of the glass indus¬ 
try - as well as the talents of up-and-coming 
artists, the event returns to Stourbridge from 
August 25 to 28. 

The flagship show is the British Glass Be- 
innale, which features the creations of more 
than 60 glassmakers and designers working 
in this country and abroad. 

The packed programme includes an ex¬ 
hibition by Guild of Glass Engravers at the 


Red House Glass Cone which features the 
eye-catching Narcissus by Scottish artist Ali¬ 
son Kinnaird. 

There are also many other displays and 
demonstrations as well as family and commu¬ 
nity activities throughout the town. 

Feather 

This year’s festival also has the theme 
Glass For Good. 

Welcoming the event for this year’s incar¬ 
nation, Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for planning and economic development 


said: “The International Festival of Glass is a 
real feather in the cap of Dudley as it is glob¬ 
ally recognised and includes the major Bien¬ 
nale exhibition. 

“Stourbridge has been a major glass-mak¬ 
ing centre since the beginning of the 17th 
century. 

“Celebrated pieces of art now located 
around the world, many of which generated 
wealth for the country’s economy and con¬ 
tributed towards technological advances 
within industry.” 

• Bear - Page 5 


EMERGENCY 

Live Second World 
War grenades found 

TWO live Second World War grenades 
were found in a Brierly Hill street, sparking 
an evacuation. 

The explosives were found in a house 
being cleared to be sold off in Corbyns Hall 
Lane at around 1 pm on Monday. 

One of the grenades was destroyed by 
a controlled explosion on playing fields 
at Brockmoor Community Centre, while 
the second grenade was taken away by 
officers from West Midlands Police for ex¬ 
amination. 

POLICE 

Five arrested after 
‘chop shop’ found 

FIVE men have been arrested after 
police discovered a suspected ‘chop 
shop’ in Lye. Officers discovered the 
site after tracing a stolen Range Rover 
after a call from a tracker company. 

Police traced the car to an industrial 
estate on Bagley Street. All five men, 
aged between 23 and 40 from the Dud¬ 
ley borough, were released pending 
further investigation. 

COUNCIL 

There will be no rush 
over tip closure call 

A COUNCIL leader has said there will be 
no rush over a final decision on plans to 
close a tip. 

Dudley Council revealed proposals 
earlier this year to shut Stourbridge tip 
and move operations to the Leys Depot in 
Brierley Hill. The proposal attracted criti¬ 
cism from councillors and residents. 

Council leader Patrick Harley said: “We 
are taking it to scrutiny. The options will 
be put forward, we will wait to see what 
scrutiny says and cabinet will decide.” 




Ryan with girlfriend Paige 


■ The best just got even better 
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Glimmer of hope for supermarket giant 



Supermarket giant Asda 


ASDA has laid bare a disastrous 2016 in 
which sales and profits collapsed as the 
firm came out worse for wear in Brit¬ 
ain’s supermarket wars. 

The Walmart-owned firm, which has 
supermarkets in Dudley High Street, 
Netherton, Brierly Hill, Coseley, Merry 
Hill and Oldbury - and a Sedgeley store 
opening on August 14 - saw sales drop 
3.2 per cent to £21.7 billion in the year 
to December 31, while pre-tax profits 
crashed almost 19 per cent to £791.7 
million. 

Like-for-like sales also plummeted 
by 5.7 per cent, according to accounts 


filed at Companies House. The figures 
crystallise a torrid time for the grocery 
giant, which has reported 11 consecutive 
quarters of sales declines. 

“The grocery market has continued to 
experience low growth throughout the 
year and competition in the sector has 
remained intense,” the company said. 
“Our sales performance, relative to the 
market, was behind our expectations.” 

However, Asda added that despite the 
disappointing results, there are signs 
turnaround efforts under new boss Sean 
Clarke are starting to bear fruit. 

The group pointed to the final quarter 


of 2016, when it said improvements in 
ranges and price cuts were paying off. 

Last August Asda posted its worst 
ever quarterly sales fall of 7.5 per cent. 

All of the so-called Big Four super¬ 
markets - Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s and 
Morrisons - have suffered as German 
discounters Aldi and Lidl have gobbled 
up market share. 

Meanwhile, a family fun day was held 
ahead of the official Sedgeley store open¬ 
ing. It ran at the site off High Holborn 
from noon to 4pm on Saturday and saw 
charities selling goods throughout the 
fun day. 


We're heartbroken at 
losing our loving Ryan 


‘HE was such a loving lad. A 
friend to everyone, he was 
kind-hearted, popular and 
always doing the best for his 
family’. 

These are the heartbreaking 
words of Ryan Passey’s devastat¬ 
ed father, Adrian ‘Ada’ Passey, 
speaking from the family home 
in Quarry Bank. 

The 24-year-old was stabbed in the 
early hours of Sunday at Chicago’s 
nightclub in Stourbridge High Street. 
He was taken to hospital with a chest 
wound but died of his injuries. Three 
men were arrested on Sunday. 

Love 

Surrounded by family and friends, 
Mr Passey spoke of his love and ad¬ 
miration for his only child who was a 
keen football fanatic - having played 
for various teams since his youth. 

He explained: “He was a loving lad 
and loved his football. He lived for 
that. He played for Stourbridge Ath¬ 
letics on a Sunday and Wren’s Nest 
on a Saturday. No one had a bad word 
to say about him. 

“His friends were important to him 
too, he was inseparable from his best 
mate Jordan Poole - they had grown 
up together and liked to go out. 

“He never caused us any trouble 
and was never in trouble with the po¬ 
lice or anything like that. He was just 
a great lad and now we are at a loss 
without him. ” 

Mr Passey was joined at the fam¬ 
ily home by Ryan’s girlfriend Paige 
Marsh-Roberts. Holding a picture of 
them the 19-year-old spoke of Ryan 
being a loving and caring boyfriend. 
She said: “We had been together for 
around a year-and-a-half. He was 
amazing. We had grown up together 
and always knew each other’s fami- 



Ryan Passey, on the left, and best friend Jordan Poole Ryan Passey and friends ready to enjoy themselves 


lies. He could always make me laugh, the last time he visited them. Mrs “We are devastated. How do you ac- 
He comes from a big family and we McNally said: “We could not have cept something like this?” 
are all really close. Family parties wished for a better grandson. He Ryan was the only child of Ada and 
would be great and always a high- was a model child. He only came last Jilly, but he had a step-sister Chelsea, 
light.” week. Thank God I got that one last Mrs Taylor said Ryan loved spend- 

His grandparents, Maggie and Jim chance to see him.” i n g time with Chelsea and her two 

McNally, were also present. They Jilly and Phil Taylor, Ryan’s children, Jayden and Tommy. She 
fondly spoke of picking up Ryan from mother and step-father, also spoke of added: “This has just been incredibly 
school when he was younger and their heartbreak. The couple added: heart-breaking to everyone.” 


Hospital say 
I0,000more 
patients are 
floodingA&E 

HOSPITAL bosses say they are braced 
for ‘challenges ahead’ as increasing pa¬ 
tients continue to file into A&E. 

It comes as more than 10,000 extra pa¬ 
tients are expected at the Russells Hall 
Hospital department in Dudley over the 
course of this year. 

Speaking at a board meeting earlier 
this week, trust members said it would 
put ‘pressure on the front line’. Health 
bosses revealed an extra 30 patients a 
day have been coming in this year. 

Staff are currently having to deal with 
an average of 300 patients a day - up 
from 270 last year. More ambulances 
have also been arriving at the hospital 
than other hospitals, putting added pres¬ 
sure on services. Preparations have al¬ 
ready been put in place for winter, amid 
concerns the hospital could be pushed 
towards breaking point. 

Paul Bytheway, chief operating of¬ 
ficer, said: “A&E continues to be our 
biggest challenge as activity continues to 
rise. June was the highest average delay 
for the last two years. We have had over 
100 ambulances a day, which has put 
pressure on the front line.” 

Jenni Ord, chair of the meeting, 
added: “With action plans in place then 
that will enable us to move forward.” 


Peaky Blinders is 
launching banger 

A BLACK COUNTRY brewery and bar 
is unveiling its new Peaky Blinder sau¬ 
sage at its summer festival. 

Sadler’s is holding its sausage and 
cider festival at its brewhouse and bar 
on the Conyers Trading Estate, in Sta¬ 
tion Drive, Lye. 

It started yesterday and will be run¬ 
ning until tomorrow. 

The brewery’s Peaky Blinder ales, in¬ 
spired by the hit BBC television series, 
are among its best sellers and will be 
among the fan favourites at the event. 

There will be 10 different ciders fea¬ 
tured in the festival and six different 
types of sausage. 

It will run from midday each day. 

Peaky Blinders, starring Cillian Mur¬ 
phy and Tom Hardy, has become an in¬ 
ternational hit. 

Ball raises £4,000 
for unpaid carers 

A BEACH-THEMED charity ball in 
Dudley raised more than £4,000 for un¬ 
paid carers. 

The inaugural WeLoveCarers ball at 
the Copthorne Hotel raised a total of 
£4,600. The independent charity helps 
unpaid carers in Dudley. 
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Paedophile 
jailed over 
snapstaken 
on trains 

A PAEDOPHILE from the Black 
Country has been jailed after taking 
images of children on trains while ex¬ 
posing himself. 

Officers from The National Crime 
Agency raised the alarm after the im¬ 
ages of young girls were uploaded to 
a website. 

British Transport Police’s cyber 
crime unit traced the source of the 
photographs to an address at a prop¬ 
erty in Worcester. 

The address was where Paul Mal¬ 
colm Owen had been renting a room. 

Officers seized a computer on which 
they found eight indecent images of 
children. 

Filming 

There was also footage of Owen be¬ 
having inappropriately while filming 
children. 

He had also been filming over the 
top of changing rooms at a swimming 
baths, British Transport Police said. 

Owen, aged 40, of Bromley Lane, 
Kingswinford, has now been jailed for 
16 months. 

He pleaded guilty at Worcester 
Crown Court to engaging in sexual 
activity in the presence of a child, and 
exposing himself in front of a child, 

He also admitted voyeurism, and 
possessing eight indecent images of 
children. 

The crimes came to light in October 
last year. 

Chance for young 
to star in TV show 

MIDLAND youngsters are wanted to 
act as extras for CBBC show Jamie 
Johnson. 

The much-loved children’s pro¬ 
gramme centres around a boy who 
lives and breathes football. 

Viewers have joined Jamie with his 
struggle to settle into a new school, 
search for his absent father and make 
the all-important football team. 

Now, the show is set to return for 
a third run on CBBC, and producers 
want children from the region, as well 
as their parents, to serve as extras if 
possible. Those wishing to apply need 
to ideally be Midlands-based, as the 
show is filmed in Nottingham. 

People can email jamiejohnson@ 
shortformfilm.com for more informa¬ 
tion. 


Flats on agenda 

FLATS are planned for a busy road in 
Stourbridge. 

Four two-bedroom flats will be 
built on land on Hungary Hill, near 
the A458 roundabout if plans are ap¬ 
proved by Dudley Council. 


Canalside development has 50 homes 


A CANALSIDE development featuring more than 
50 homes is set to transform a former factory site. 

A total of 35 homes and 22 apartments would be 
built near The Waterfront business park in Brierley 
Hill, under plans backed by planning officers. 

Developers have targeted the former site of car 
repairs firm BodyKraft, currently empty, to con¬ 
tinue the regeneration of the area which has seen 
hundreds of homes built in recent years. 

Former factory buildings on the Canal Street 
site have already been demolished paving the way 
for work to begin, with the project set to be rub¬ 
ber-stamped by councillors next week. 

The land is part of the new business and enter¬ 
prise zone which has been created at The Water¬ 


front to try and attract more business and residents 
to the area. 

All of the homes are expected to be affordable, of¬ 
fering a boost for young people trying to get on the 
property ladder. 

Brierley Hill councillor Rachel Harris said the de¬ 
velopment would be welcome. 

Appropriate 

She said: “We always welcome new developments, 
particularly in this area, as long as they are appro¬ 
priate for the needs of local people. 

“It will provide good-quality homes for people 
who can work in the area.” 

A final decision on the scheme is due to be made 


by Dudley Council’s planning committee on Tues¬ 
day. Planning officers have recommended the 
scheme for approval. 

Recently, business leaders have hailed the crea¬ 
tion of the £7 million DY5 enterprise zone, which 
offers businesses who set up there certain tax ben¬ 
efits. 

DY5 will help to rejuvenate the Waterfront office 
complex and create additional office, technology and 
industrial space in the surrounding areas of Brierley 
Hill, Harts Hill and Pensnett. 

It is expected to boost the local economy by nearly 
£600m a year. Hundreds of homes have been built in 
Brierley Hill over the last decade, including on the 
old glassworks off Moor Street. 


Anger as Aldi back with 
new expansion proposal 


The Aldi supermarket on Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, is at the centre of a fresh row 


ALDI has returned with controversial 
plans to extend a Stourbridge store 
onto a playing area - sparking a furi¬ 
ous reaction from residents who have 
vowed to fight the supermarket giant 
‘tooth and nail’. 

A petition has been set up after supermar¬ 
ket bosses confirmed they were determined 
to expand the store on Bridgnorth Road, Wol¬ 
laston. 

The budget retailer wants to build on land back¬ 
ing onto The Dell. Officials have held tentative dis¬ 
cussions with residents over their intentions. 

Plans for the store have previously attracted 
anger from people living nearby - and the new pro¬ 
posals are having the same effect. 

The firm tried to expand onto the playing area 
eight years ago but were thwarted by planning 
experts. However, it did build on gardens, to the 
frustration of some residents. 

Overpowering 

Derek Griffiths, from The Dell Residents’ Asso¬ 
ciation, said the extension would make the shop 
‘overpowering’. 

The 79-year-old said: “Myself and all the res¬ 
idents here have got a petition going and do not 
want it. It will encroach on us. It is overpowering 
now and will be even worse if it comes out any 
more. 

“It would destroy the play area and destroy the 
cul-de-sac. We are going to fight tooth and nail to 
stop it. They are trying to say they will do this, they 
will do that, but we do not want it. It will have a 
massive impact on us.” 

Aldi’s latest bid to expand the store comes after 
it failed in 2009 when a planning inspector ruled 
the development was not suitable. 

An Aldi spokesman said: “Aldi is in the early 
stages of looking to extend the Wollaston store to 
bring it in line with other stores in the area. 

“The extension we are exploring would take up 
less than 25 per cent of the land at the end of The 
Dell, which has historically been used for recrea¬ 
tional purposes. 

“Last week Aldi met with residents to under¬ 
stand how the proposals might affect them and to 


hear residents’ views on what Aldi could do to im¬ 
prove the area. 

“This is the first stage in a long process of com¬ 
munity consultation and Aldi is determined to lis¬ 
ten carefully to the views of all local residents and 
take them into account before progressing.” 

Ward councillors say they have concerns over the 
plans and support the stance of residents over the 
issue. Wollaston and Stourbridge Town ward coun¬ 


cillor Nicolas Barlow said members of the council 
and residents have held informal meetings to dis¬ 
cuss the plans. 

“Residents have grave concerns and I support 
their stance,” he said. 

“To have any extension that will encroach fur¬ 
ther onto resident’s properties can not be tolerated 
or supported. 

“I am totally against the extension.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Daring zookeeper 
plans plane jump 

DARING animal keeper Adam 
Wrench will be taking to the skies to 
help raise money for Dudley Zoo’s Or¬ 
angutan appeal. 

The 27 year-old will be jumping 
from a plane 15,000ft in the air on 
September 1 to raise money towards 
his £800,000 target to build a sepa¬ 
rate outdoor enclosure for the four 
Bornean orangutans. 

Adam, from Manchester, said: “I’ve 
always wanted to do a skydive and 
thought it would be a perfect opportu¬ 
nity to show my support for the appeal 
and raise as much money as possible.” 

To donate, see www.justgiving.com/ 
fundraising/ adam-wrench2 

Fundraising for 
his grandmother 

A SCHOOLBOY raised money for a 
hospital in a poignant tribute to his 
grandmother. 

Owen Edwards, aged nine, set up 
a stall at his school to thank staff at 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley who 
had cared for Ellen Edwards before 
she died. She died aged 74 on July 17 
following a battle with non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma. Owen managed to raised 
£52 for the Georgina ward. 

Owen’s mother Elizabeth, from Tiv- 
idale, said: “It was unfortunate mum 
couldn’t go to the stall but she got to 
tell him how proud she was of him.” 

Grannies to bite 
into the Big Apple 

THE Dancing Grannies are heading 
for New York to join up with an unu¬ 
sual dance partner. 

The Grannies, brainchild of the 
Fizzogs comedy group, will cross the 
Atlantic on September 11. 

They will perform in Times Square 
alongside local favourite The Naked 
Cowboy, a busker who performs wear¬ 
ing just a pair of briefs and his gui¬ 
tar. He was keen to join up with the 
Grannies when he learned they were 
travelling to New York. 

Fizzog Deb Nicholls said: “We are 
going to see how New York reacts.” 

Disco tunes will turn 
back the music years 

CLASSIC hits from down the years 
will ring out at a disco tomorrow (Fri¬ 
day) 

Ultimate Decades at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall will feature favourites from 
years gone by as well as the current 
hits. 

Doors will open at 8pm. Tickets can 
be bought in advance from www.tick 
etsource.co.uk for £5. 

The cost for on-the-door admission 
is £6. 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Urgent action 
call on dirty air 

AN environmental charity has hit out 
at the Government’s air quality plan 
which they say will leave thousands of 
residents in Wolverhampton, Walsall, 
Sandwell and Dudley breathing in 
poisonous air. 

An analysis by Friends of the Earth 
reveals that there are no plans for ac¬ 
tion on dirty air across large parts of 
the West Midlands, despite toxic lev¬ 
els of pollution. 

Wolverhampton and Walsall are 
predicted to have illegal levels of air 
pollution until at least 2020, but ac¬ 
cording to the latest air quality plan, 
no action is required, and no action 
is planned for Dudley or Sandwell ei- 

Singers sought 
to join city choir 

A LEADING choir that has been en¬ 
tertaining crowds since 1943 is ap¬ 
pealing for new members. 

The City of Wolverhampton Or¬ 
pheus Male Voice Choir has made a 
huge impact on charities, collecting 
money for the likes of the Midland Air 
Ambulance and the Royal British Le¬ 
gion through fundraising events. 

The choir, over the last few years, 
has diminished in membership, 
mainly due to ill health or age. 

New members do not have to be able 
to read music. For further information 
about joining the choir or for details 
about future concerts go to the web¬ 
site, womvc.org or call 01902 337990. 

Surge in demand 
for electric cars 

MOTORISTS in the West Midlands 
are buying more electric cars than an¬ 
ywhere else in the country. 

There were 2,704 alternative fuel 
vehicles registered in the first half of 
the year in the region. Greater Lon¬ 
don saw 2,477 bought and Cambridge¬ 
shire 1,928. 

Campaign group Go Ultra Low re¬ 
vealed that more than 22,400 plug-in 
models were registered between Jan¬ 
uary and June 2017 nationally, a rise 
of 14.3 per cent on 2016. 

Trade mission 
targets Canada 

THE West Midlands Mayor is leading 
a trade mission to Canada this week 
in a bid to boost the region’s economy 
post-Brexit. 

Andy Street has been joined by 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce head Paul Faulkner on the 
trip to Toronto, where they will meet 
with business leaders to examine 
trade possibilities between the West 
Midlands and Canada. 


Man f 19, met with girl, 14, for sex 


A MAN who had sex with an under¬ 
age girl after they met through the 
internet has walked free. 

James Durr ant, 19 at the time of 
the offence but now aged 20, initially 
got in touch with her in August last 
year via the smartphone application 
Snapchat, a judge heard. 

Four months later they agreed to 
meet in person and the defendant 
travelled from his home in Cornwall 


to the West Midlands, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court was told. 

He booked into a hotel in Dud¬ 
ley borough on January 12 and had 
consensual sex with the girl on four 
occasions over the following four 
days, revealed Mr Howard Searle, 
prosecuting. She told her foster par¬ 
ents her boyfriend was aged 15 or 16. 
Police were alerted after the family 
realised Durrant was older than that 


when he had tea with the family. He 
was arrested in his hotel room soon 
afterwards and immediately admitted 
knowing her true age when they had 
sex. She confirmed she had consented 
to what took place. 

Mr Jason Pegg, defending, said: 
“She knew he was 19. She wanted this 
relationship and does not want him 
punished.” Durrant, from Trewal- 
lard Road, Penzance, pleaded guilty 


to sexual activity with an under age 
girl and was given six months deten¬ 
tion in a Young Offenders Institution, 
suspended for a year. He was also 
ordered to pay £300 costs, made the 
subject of a Sexual Harm Prevention 
Order for five years and put on the 
Sex Offender Register for seven years. 

Judge Peter Barrie told him: “The 
responsibility is on the older man in 
situations such as this.” 


Ex-councillor admits 
indecent images charges 


A DISGRACED ex-councillor 
stripped of his role could be 
locked up after confessing he took 
indecent snaps of two boys. 

Former Labour member Derrick 
Hemingsley, who previously represent¬ 
ed Wordsley, admitted to his offending 
despite initially denying he had broken 
the law. 

He strolled into the dock at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court before entering guilty pleas 
to two counts of taking indecent photographs 
of children. 

Sitting on Friday, Judge Simon Ward re¬ 
vealed Hemingsley did accept he was guilty 
of the crimes but added: “[He] doesn’t accept 
that he considered the images to be inde¬ 
cent.” 

The Crown Prosecution Service now has 
two weeks to review the 57-year-old’s basis 
of plea, with a provisional sentencing date set 
for September 7. 

Suspension 

Hemingsley, of Penzer Street, Kingswin- 
ford, was put on ‘immediate administrative 
suspension’ by the Labour party pending the 
outcome of a police probe into his offending 
in 2015. 

The former Friends of Wordsley Park 
chairman, who must now sign the sex offend¬ 
ers register, then denied any wrongdoing at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court six months 
ago. Hemingsley represented Wordsley until 
last April when Dudley Metropolitan Bor¬ 
ough Council stripped him of his title after 
he failed to attend council meetings for six 
months. 

Hemingsley, who committed the offences 
between September 1, 2014, and December 
31, 2015, was released on conditional bail 
and is prohibited from having contact with 
under-18s. 

Judge Ward warned the defendant he could 
be handed an immediate prison sentence, 
adding: “Please don’t leave here thinking an 
adjournment on bail means you will not got 
to prison.” 

The indecent images were judged ‘category 
C’ - prosecutor Mr Howard Searle told the 
Crown Court. 


Pupils’ artwork is crystal clear 



Matt Lloyd Langston, aged 14, from Haybridge High School, at the Red House Glass Cone in Wordsley 


CHILDREN smashed it when 
showing off their skills to create 
art using fused glass. 

Youngsters from Haybridge 
High School in Hagley visited the 
Red House Glass Cone in Words¬ 
ley. Their handiwork, which was 
part of a nationally recognised 
award aimed to help develop 


skills, will be on display from Au¬ 
gust 21 to September 29. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet 
member for planning and eco¬ 
nomic development, said: “The 
Red House Glass Cone has a track 
record of artistic innovation and 
opening its doors to students of all 
ages, abilities and backgrounds. 


The Arts Awards give young peo¬ 
ple the opportunity to develop 
their skills and their confidence 
in an intensive and focused week- 
long session.” 

Some of the finished pieces will 
be on show at the International 
Festival of Glass over the August 
bank holiday weekend. ” 


Respiratory 
treatment is 
subject for 
latest trials 

THE West Midlands Ambulance Ser¬ 
vice has joined with the University of 
Sheffield to launch a trial to improve 
care for patients with breathing prob¬ 
lems. The trial is looking at patients 
who suffer from life-threatening 
acute respiratory failure. 

The condition often results in pa¬ 
tients spending long periods of time in 
hospital, frequently in intensive care. 

It happens when heart or lung dis¬ 
ease suddenly develops or worsens 
and leads to patients being unable to 
maintain oxygen levels in the blood. 

As many as one in eight patients 
will die from the condition. 

Patients with conditions such as 
COPD (chronic obstructive pulmo¬ 
nary disease) and particularly serious 
cases of pneumonia are often victims, 
where they struggle to breathe. 

Ambulance staff currently provide 
oxygen delivered at normal pressure 
through a loose fitting mask. Under 
the trial, ambulance crews will use 
a CPAP device (continuous positive 
airway pressure). It involves deliver¬ 
ing oxygen under increased pressure 
through a close-fitting facemask effec¬ 
tively forcing oxygen into the lungs. 

This allows the oxygen to be taken 
into the bloodstream and also allows 
carbon dioxide to be released. 

The ACUTE (Ambulance CPAP: 
Use, Treatment effect and Econom¬ 
ics) pilot will involve ambulance crews 
in Staffordshire and Birmingham. 

WMAS lead research paramedic, 
Andy Rosser, said: “We know that 
CPAP is used very effectively in hos¬ 
pitals. Where CPAP is used, the pa¬ 
tient would start to receive treatment 
sooner, rather than waiting until they 
arrive in hospital.” 

Borough tops class 
for adult learning 

ADULT learners have given Dudley 
Council a glowing end of term report, 
according to the results of a survey. 

Earlier this year 500 people who 
were enrolled on a Dudley Council 
adult learners’ course were asked to 
fill in a short survey to share their ex¬ 
periences about adult learning. 

The survey asked people to com¬ 
ment on teaching, how they were 
treated by staff and whether the 
course met their expectations. 

It showed 98 per cent of people in 
the town were happy with the adult 
education they had received, ranking 
Dudley as the top authority for adult 
learning across the region. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration and economic de¬ 
velopment, said: “We’ve got a great 
team of staff.” 
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DO YOU HAVE A CLOCK PAVING 
OR CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 
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Howl-festat 
castlealready 
looking at its 
resurrection 

AN OPEN-AIR film event at Dudley 
Castle which brought in a crowd of 
more than 1,000 has been considered 
a roaring success. 

Fantasy horror film An American 
Werewolf in London was screened to 
a sold-out crowd at the castle grounds. 

The Flatpack Cinema event on Sat¬ 
urday followed on from last year’s 
screening of Bride of Frankenstein. 

Derek Grove, Dudley Zoo director, 
said: “It went very well. About 1,100 
attended the event. 

“We did Frankenstein last year, 
which was a trial, really, and we 
topped is this year by selling out. 

“It was a fantastic atmosphere. I 
went with my wife and my son and 
it was very good - it went smoothly, 
worked perfectly.” 

Prior to the actual film being 
screened, Howl - a 2011 animation 
of a small wolf child who longed for 
the freedom of the forest - was shown, 
along with the uncut video of Michael 
Jackson’s smash-hit Thriller. 

John Landis, the director of An 
American Werewolf in London, was 
featured in an introductory video he 
had made especially for the occasion. 

Mr Grove added: “It’s something 
we are looking at expanding, maybe 
doing a couple next year. There was 
a big round of applause at the end so 
that shows the crowd enjoyed it. 

“We are definitely looking at next 
year, perhaps over a couple of days.” 

App to access NHS 
ill service backed 

AN APP granting mobile access to the 
NHS 111 service has been backed by a 
health and well-being councillor. 

Councillor Peter Miller expressed 
support for the ‘Ask NHS’ app, which 
was released on the Apple App Store 
back in April. 

The free-to-use mobile app pro¬ 
viding access to local and NHS 111 
services is powered by the US-based 
digital healthcare service Sensely. The 
Dudley councillor said: “It will make 
life easier for people. It should help. It 
will ease people’s frustrations.” 

As well as symptom checking users 
can search through open appoint¬ 
ments, book or cancel with their GP. 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group CEO Paul Maubach has also 
welcomed the service. 


Author drops in 

MEMBERS of the public will be able 
to meet a children’s author at Old¬ 
bury Library next week. Dwarnnay 
Mills, also a singer songwriter and 
film producer, will be at the venue on 
August 19 from 11am until noon. 


Have Whale of a time at ale festival 



Dudley-born James Whale 


DUDLEY-BORN film di¬ 
rector James Whale will 
feature on the logo and 
glasses for the town’s an¬ 
nual winter ales fair. 

Organised by the Cam¬ 
paign for Real Ale Dudley 
and South Staffordshire 
branch, it will mark 
the 60th anniversary of 
Whale’s death. 

James Whale, who was 
born in 1889, sprang to 
fame when he directed, 
in the 1930s, the origi¬ 


nal Frankenstein film, its 
sequel Bride of Franken¬ 
stein and The Invisible 
Man. 

The 32nd Dudley Win¬ 
ter Ales Fair will be held 
in Dudley Town Hall from 
November 23 to 25. 

Woodsetton-based 
brewer Holden’s will be 
the main sponsor for 
the real ale festival, but 
Camra is keen to hear 
from other brewers. 

They also wish to hear 


from other businesses 
interested in getting in¬ 
volved. 

It is also looking for 
pubs, clubs and off-li¬ 
cences to advertise in the 
festival programme. 

The next winter ales 
fair meeting will be held 
in the Park Inn, Woodset- 
ton, on Monday at 8pm. 

All branch members 
interested in getting in¬ 
volved are invited to at¬ 
tend the meeting. 



A scene from Bride of Frankenstein 


Glassworks show they 
are the best bear none 


FROM the UK’s last glass eye 
producer to the eye-catching cre¬ 
ations of contemporary artists. 

It’s all on show at one of the world’s 
biggest celebrations of glass-making. 

The International Festival of Glass is 
returning to Stourbridge to celebrate and 
showcase the skill and innovation of the 
British glass industry. 

This year, the theme is Glass For Good 
and organisers have sought examples of 
how glass has been a positive influence in 
people’s lives. Events and activities will take 
place at the Ruskin Glass Centre, Red House 
Glass Cone and the White House Cone mu¬ 
seum of glass, as well as other venues. 

Festival director Janine Christley, from 
the Ruskin Mill Trust, said: “I felt with 
everything that had gone on in the world 
during the past year that we needed a posi¬ 
tive message for the festival. 

Inspirational 

“We have this fantastic glass-making her¬ 
itage but also a thriving contemporary in¬ 
dustry too and there so many ways glass is 
making a difference.” 

The festival, which will run from August 
25 to 28, includes the launch of a new pro¬ 
gramme to support veterans at the Ruskin 
Glass Centre. It has been inspired by the 
Hot Shop Heroes project in Tacoma, US, 
which has been supporting some of Ameri¬ 
ca’s wounded soldiers by teaching them to 
blow glass. 

“Project leader Patricia Davidson is join¬ 
ing us to share her experiences and launch 
our own programme for British veterans,” 
said Janine. “It’s a really inspirational pro¬ 
ject and we have seen how working in a hot 
shop with glass has benefitted soldiers in 
Tacoma in so many ways.” 

Jost Hass, who has been making glass 
eyes for 50 years, will be demonstrating at 
the festival. “This is one of the last chances 
to see him in action before he retires,” added 
Janine. Other work on show during the fes¬ 
tival includes a sculpture of glass heads by 
Czech artist Martin Janecky. For the full 
programme go to rmlt.org.uk 



Stars of the glass-making industry head to Stourbridge including Jonathan Michie and his Pursued By A Bear 



The Fragile Nature of Earthly Pleasures will be on show Heads, by Martin Janecky, from Prague 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Care home raises 
cash for days out 

STAFF and residents from a care 
home have come together to raise 
funds for days out. 

High Lodge Care Home in Stour¬ 
bridge raised more than £500 for the 
its 29 residents. The money was made 
at the home’s annual summer fete 
which included a tombola, craft stalls 
and face painting for children. 

Care home manager Patricia Ste¬ 
venson said: “This was one of our best 
yet with families and the local com¬ 
munity also joining us. 

“The fete is another way for us to 
raise funds to help residents go on lots 
of outings and take part in activities. 
To raise over £500 is fantastic.” 

Ultimate hits to 
party at the hall 

CLASSIC hits from down the years 
will ring out at a special disco next 
week - so revellers are encouraged to 
get on their dancing shoes and boogie 
on down for a top night out. 

Ultimate Decades at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall will feature favourites from 
years gone by as well as current hits to 
please the ears. 

Doors will open at 8pm tonight and 
the event will run until late for those 
who love to dance. 

Tickets bought in advance from 
ticketsource.co.uk cost £5 while it is 
£6 on the night. 

Daring acts in 
elite circus show 

CIRCUS Raj, a group of Rajasthan’s 
elite street circus performers, will be 
performing in Smethwick next week. 

The show, at the CAP Centre in 
Windmill Lane on August 17 at 7pm, 
is part of the Black Country Touring 
programme. 

Circus Raj includes dancers, illu¬ 
sionists, aerialists, acrobats and rope 
walkers. They perform breathtaking 
acts of courage and bravery and their 
new show takes this ancient, mystical 
and magical circus format on to even 
greater heights. 

For tickets, call 0121 565 3273. 

Dog show will aid 
rehoming charity 

A DOG show is being held to raise 
funds for an animal re-homing charity 
at a showground near Stourbridge. 

Raven’s Rescue UK is holding its 
fourth annual event at the South Staf¬ 
fordshire Horse Show site at Prest- 
wood Drive, Stourton, on September 
3 from 9.30am. 

Entry is free and it costs £1 to enter 
a dog for a class. Classes includes dog 
most like owner, best pup, waggiest 
tail and scruffiest. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and 
he services Stourbridge & the 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 
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GUARANTEE All 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Trusted 
Trader 



All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

2 0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f )0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Picture this, 
£1 Ok spent 
to promote 
MPs’ image 

I USED to think there were few sights 
funnier than those bizarre clips they show 
on televised football where each player 
walk towards the camera, puts on a stern 
expression, and then folds his arms. I 
mean, why do they need to do it? What’s 
wrong with a good old head-and-shoul- 
ders picture, if we really need to see what 
the player looks like at all. We tune in to 
watch the game, not admire their biceps. 

At least that was until I saw the new 
pictures of our MPs striking similar poses 
for the House of Commons website. The 
Commons’ authorities spent £10,000 hir¬ 
ing celebrity photographer Chris McAn- 
drew, better known for his pictures of 
Snoop Dogg and Charlotte Rampling, in 
an attempt to refresh its stuffy image. And 
instead came up with what looks like a 
mob of refugees from an old Kay’s cat¬ 
alogue. Now tell me that’s not a brilliant 
use of taxpayer’s money. 

□ □□ 

DO you ever read something in the 
news, and wonder if we are all the victim 
of a huge practical joke? 

Take Marie Buchan, the former strip¬ 
per from Birmingham who seems to have 
now carved out a rather lucrative career 
as a serial benefit claimant, raking in a 
tasty £26,000 a year. 

To be honest, I thought the Govern¬ 
ment had put a stop to all this - I seem to 
remember something about a “cruel ben¬ 
efit cap” and “plunging 40,000 children 
into poverty” - but it seems Marie still 
seems to be doing rather well out of it. 

And to put this into context, £26,000 
in take-home benefits is the equivalent 
to a gross salary of £33,000 a year. So 
I can’t help but think there must be a lot 
of hard-working folk in the Black Coun¬ 
try earning considerably less than Marie 
gets. 

Anyhow, Marie has decided that she 
deserves a little treat, so she did what any 
struggling single mother-of-eight living on 
benefits would do, and bought herself a 
horse. Her splendid 14-hand cob, which 
she bought in Bilston, will cost something 
like £3,600 a year to look after. 

“I want a horse and I’m going to get 
it,” she says. “I’ve wanted one for a long, 
long time - since before I had the kids.” 

Look, love, I’ve wanted a 100ft yacht 
in Antibes for a long time too, but I guess 
I’m going to have to be patient. 

It’s probably no great surprise that she 
is best friends with White Dee off Benefits 
Street, but it is her justification that it is 
“no different from buying a car” that really 
takes the biscuit. 

Marie, most people buy a car to go to 
work in. You should try it some time. 


Passchendaele tributes to mark centenary of battle 



Prince Charles, seen with his impressive 
collection of medals at Tyne Cot cemetery 



Bill Bray’s Legion d’Honneur medal - a timely 
reminder of a little-known battle on D-Day 



A Swiss break for Theresa May, as imagined by 
journalists working for Private Eye magazine 


War of words over 
Charles’s medals 


MORE on the battle of the sexes. A reader tells 
me he regularly greets his wife at the door with: 
“I’m afraid there’s been a terrible accident in¬ 
volving all the things you asked me to do today.” 

OH, the embarrassment. One national news¬ 
paper zoomed in on the impressive chestful 
of medals worn by the Prince of Wales at last 
week’s Passchendaele commemoration and 
found they were not all real gongs at all. Charles 
was wearing an assortment of commemorative 
medals - alongside service medals - most of 
which he received for being his mother’s son: 
the Coronation medal, Silver Jubilee medal, 
Golden Jubilee medal, etc. Notably absent was 
the Cycling Proficiency badge, so we can only 
assume he never passed the test. Seriously, if 
you haven’t got a proper medal to wear, don’t 
wear anything. 

A FASCINATING and well-reasoned letter in 
a national paper seems to prove that the aver¬ 
age new electric car produces twice as much 
climate-changing carbon dioxide as a petrol 
car. But such is the political rush for all-electric 
transport that warnings like this are drowned 
out. Twenty years ago, when diesel was being 
hailed as the saviour of the planet, how many 
dissenting voices were ignored? With a little 
more foresight, we wouldn’t need hindsight. 

AMPUTATIONS, public stonings, legally-en¬ 
forced rape, child abduction. Some pundits 
claim The Handmaid’s Tale (C4) was the most 
harrowing TV drama ever. Hardly. Over on More 
4, Outlander is about to plumb unspeakable 
depths of depravity. Flipping ahead with the 
DVD set, I’ve never seen anything like it. Out¬ 
lander is described as brand-new drama. The 
brand in question is red hot and steaming with 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


human flesh. You ain’t seen nothing yet. 

A THICK embossed envelope arrives inviting 
me to “an exclusive seminar in your local area” 
by a “wealth management” firm. Turns out to be 
in Leicestershire, 28 miles from my front door, 
which is not exactly what I understand by “lo¬ 
cal.”. If their geography is rubbish, why should I 
trust their maths? 

INCIDENTALLY, I see the attractions at the 
“wealth management” seminar include coffee 
and Danish pastries. I fear those may be the 
most expensive Danish pastries some poor 
suckers ever eat. 

IT has never been easier to get into university 
than it is now. It has never been easier to get 
a first; these once-hallowed degrees are now 
handed out like peppermints. But there is one 
area of varsity life which is as rigorous and un¬ 
forgiving as ever - University Challenge (BBC2). 
This week Southampton University routed Car¬ 
diff University by a withering 280-40. South¬ 
ampton won because its team was better se¬ 
lected, better rehearsed and far better informed 
than its rivals. Preparation - the ultimate lesson 
for life. 

I WAS pleased to read this week that 97-year- 
old Bill Bray, a wartime tank driver with the 
Staffordshire Yeomanry, has been awarded the 
Legion d’Honneur by the French government 
for his part in liberating France. He is one of 


the last survivors of a little battle which prob¬ 
ably saved the Allied landings on D-Day, June 
6, 1944, yet is barely known today. German 
tanks were heading for the crowded invasion 
beaches where they could have caused may¬ 
hem. But they were stopped and destroyed in 
a well-planned ambush by the Staffordshire 
Yeomanry. It was a decisive moment on that 
world-changing day, yet it is barely mentioned 
in history books and has never appeared in any 
D-Day movie. Why not? Probably because the 
Yeomanry was a regiment of part-time Territori¬ 
als, not a fashionable, famous or well-connect¬ 
ed regular unit. When the Regulars come home 
from war, an officer writes the regimental histo¬ 
ry. When the Territorials come home from war, 
they go back to their day jobs and their deeds 
fade from memory. Bill Bray’s medal is a timely 
reminder of a victory which deserves to be re¬ 
membered with pride. 

ACCORDING to legend, mediaeval priests 
would argue about how many angels could 
dance on the head of a pin. Thank goodness 
religion has moved on. Or has it? The latest 
controversy troubling the Vatican is whether, 
when preparing the bread and wine for Holy 
Communion, it is acceptable to use gluten-free 
bread. Latest thinking from Rome is that totally 
gluten-free is forbidden but low-gluten bread is 
fine. Rejoice. I dare say in heaven a lot of angels 
are dancing at this news, some of them on pins. 
A small, mischievous part of me would like to 
see Father Ted explaining it all to Dougal. 

“MR Davis asked if I was going to Switzerland 
and recommended a lovely village called Digni- 
tas.” from Theresa May’s diary, as imagined in 
the current Private Eye. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

We’re not 
part of the 
problems 
in society 

IT WAS with some amazement, and a lit¬ 
tle quiet satisfaction, that I found myself 
being refused an alcohol purchase some 
20 years+ since reaching the legal age. 

Sadly the reason for this was not be¬ 
cause I looked so young, or even that I 
had ‘had enough’. I was refused because 
I was shopping with one of my children! 

There was a very tempting offer at a 
local convenience store on one of my fa¬ 
vourite tipples so I wandered along. 

In the absence of trollies, my young 
daughter helped me carry the wares. At 
the till, I was asked for her ID. Given that 
she is a schoolgirl quite clearly below the 
legal age to drink I pointed out, needless¬ 
ly, that I was buying the alcohol. Only to 
be told that because she had ‘touched’ 
the bottles, she needed to show her ID. 

Frustratedly offering to pay just for the 
bottles I had touched made no difference. 
So I stropped out of the shop and spend 
my hard-earned elsewhere. 

But what was gained from denying 
this busy working mother a little treat at 
the weekend? I am clearly not going to 
cause a nuisance drinking at the park or 
mayhem in town centres after a drunken 
binge - and neither is my daughter! 

Ordinary folk like me are not part of so¬ 
ciety’s problems but we are soft targets. 
It is easier to tick a box by challenging 
a mundane mother like myself than ac¬ 
tual nuisance drinkers. Would that young 
girl assistant have been quick to refuse a 
gang of youths on their way to a party? 

It is a similar scenario with speeders. 
Travelling down the Orbital Route at Can¬ 
nock during the daytime you are sure 
to come across the ‘safety camera’ van 
looking to snare a stay-at-home moth¬ 
er or elderly driver daring to creep over 
the limit. They are sure to pay their fines 
or take a ‘humble pie’ speed awareness 
course - easy money. 

But anyone who has travelled that 
route in the evening will no doubt have 
been almost taken out by one of the boy 
racers who treat the road like Silverstone. 
Where is the ‘safety camera’ then? 

Or how about the fly-tippers who are 
the scourge of our countryside? How 
many of these end up in the dock? Not 
enough. But too often we find the poor 
old dear who paid someone to take 
away their rubbish paying a fine. That’s 
because it is easier to track them down 
from the rubbish than really invest time in 
snaring the thoughtless fly-tippers. 

So underage binge drinkers, boy rac¬ 
ers and fly-tippers go largely under the 
radar while working mums are denied 
a tipple and slightly speedy pensioners 
are hauled over the coals. Isn’t it time we 
stopped simply hitting the soft targets? 

DIANE DAVIES 



CARPET FACTORY OUTLETS 01384 263149 
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Stain Free 


Twist 
fam £8.95 sq. mtr 


Heavy domestic 50 oz 



CLICK FLOORING 

Luxury vinyl tiles • Luxury vinyl planks 

From From £25.95 
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Karndean Flooring 
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History repeated over police numbers 

A FEW weeks ago, I wrote about the tions which were implemented in full, reference were enlarged in December 


rise in crime where one side stated 
crime was rising but the other side said 
no, it wasn’t. 

More recently, the headline news 
again says crime is at its worst since 
the mid-1980s. 

In the 1970s, police resources were 
at their lowest, morale at its low¬ 
est, and officers were leaving in their 
droves, and then the government de¬ 
cided they had to recruit officers and 
within this, they also implemented 
a Royal Commission and as a result 
Edmund-Davies made recommenda- 


Below is a part of the reasoning why 
the Edmund-Davies commission was 
implemented. 

“Following very severe problems 
with the recruitment and retention of 
police officers in England and Wales 
because of chronically low pay, which 
had by then fallen far behind the pay 
for comparable occupations, in August 
1977 Edmund-Davies was appointed by 
Labour Home Secretary Merlyn Rees 
MP to chair a commission of inquiry 
into the negotiating machinery for po¬ 
lice pay and conditions. His terms of 


1977 to include the levels of pay. His 
report was published in July 1978 and 
recommended a substantial increase 
in pay for police officers - of the order 
of 45 per cent. His recommendations 
were implemented in full in 1979.” 

Following 10 years of this imple¬ 
mentation it was squashed in the early 
1990s and the rest is now history, this 
government is again doing a repeat of 
history and our police are vastly under¬ 
manned and gravely underpaid. 

P LOWE 
Brierley Hill 


Financial 
planning 
in tatters 

HOW can this or any oth¬ 
er government in power 
change such a life-chang¬ 
ing entitlement as the state 
pension age, and more im¬ 
portantly the ending of the 
additional voluntary contri¬ 
butions element of it? 

I entered into what I be¬ 
lieved to be a contract with 
the state to pay National In¬ 
surance contributions from 
the age of 16 years for 35 
years or until I reached the 
amount that entitled me to 
draw the pension at 65. 

As I will reach that level 
in eight years’ time the fol¬ 
lowing 19 years worth of 
NI contributions will not 
be going into my additional 
contributions, as was the 
case in 1992 when I started 
paying into the NI contract. 

So my financial planning 
has gone down the pan, as 
my personal state pension 
will not be any more than 
the upper limit, currently 
£159.55pw. How can this 
be legal, and why aren’t the 
general public up in arms 
demanding enquiries? 

G MORRIS 

Oldbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Austerity is really 
about a class war 

MR N PATTERSON rightly identified the Blair govern¬ 
ment for the current deficit but two Conservative govern¬ 
ments later and we have witnessed the doubling of the defi¬ 
cit since a Labour majority (Letters, August 3). 

The principle of austerity has been damned by the IMF 
and no country in the history has ever reduced the deficit 
by the means Conservatives intend to. Let’s be clear, aus¬ 
terity is class war. It strips the poorest of essential services 
whilst transnational corporations dodge tax despite a bar¬ 
gain corporation tax rate compared to the rest of Europe’s. 

The post-World War era Mr N Patterson referred to was 
eased by the Marshall Plan levied by the United States on 
the condition of investment upon the class capable of re¬ 
generating the economy, the working class. 

S MAHMOOD 
Stourbridge 


MPs think 
only of their 
own career 

IT was, I believe, Winston 
Churchill who, when ad¬ 
dressing parliament, said: 
“I see the opposition on the 
benches in front of me, my 
enemies however are be¬ 
hind me.” 

I imagine that our embat¬ 
tled Prime Minister Theresa 
May is now fully cognisant 
of what the great man was 
referring to. 

What on earth is wrong 
with our MPs? Are they 
hellbent on bringing down 
their own government? 

What can possibly be 
the hidden agenda? Are all 
of Theresa May’s Cabinet 
jousting for the position of 
prime minister? It’s about 
time they put their party, 
and their country, first! 

But sadly, the days of 
when people went into pol¬ 
itics to serve their country 
are long gone. 

Nowadays, all they think 
about is their own gratifi¬ 
cation, and if pursuing that 
end is harming the country, 
tough luck! 

B PARSONS 
Coseley 


T -«T /'■'xf i cl *i • 35 Years Experience 

Is Your Old Suite 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 1 5*" 


FULL RE-UPHOLSTERYSERVICE 



REE 

ESTIMATES 


Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, 
Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 

Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 




CONTEMPORARY 
& ELEGANT 

Bi-fold doors 
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC 

From £1800 fitted 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TODAY 


Full Range of the 
Latest Composite Doors 


ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
installer of quality windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 


MISTED 

Replacements, 
Glass cut to size... 
Telephone today 
Free Quotation 

01384 571217 


_ Design & Service m !■ 

From £550 fitted You Can Trust! 


Fax: 01384 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.uk www.enterpriseglazing.co.uk 
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ombourne Windows will 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
WRITTEN QUOTATION* 

For more information Freephone 

mbourne 0800 0858518 
Windows 


or visit our website at 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


(*T&C's apply) 

Authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority 

We are a credit broker not a lender. We offer credit facilities from one lender 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 



FENSA 

1 

No 10753 


a 


. solution 

storm 


♦ 

HomePro 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday 



































































































Newcomer 
welcomed 
into club 

Kingswinford TG 

THE July meeting began on 
a cheerful note as chairman 
Enid Fennell welcomed a 
new member. 

The minutes of the previ¬ 
ous meeting were read and 
signed and matters aris¬ 
ing from them dealt with. 
Tickets for the Federation 
Luncheon were distributed 
and names for the autumn 
celebration were confirmed. 

The forthcoming activi¬ 
ties of the various sub-sec¬ 
tions were announced. In 
the case of the Luncheon 
Club they extend as far as 
2018. 

Pauline and Sue accepted 
the invitation to the Mayor¬ 
ess’ ‘At Home’. 

Joyce Major gave a brief 
account of the National 
Annual General meeting in 
Sheffield, saying how much 
she had enjoyed it and 
reminded members they 
would be able to read all 
about it in the next edition 
of Townswoman. 

The speaker for the 
evening was John Butter- 
worth who talked about 
the intrepid ‘Nurse Who 
Changed Guinea’. It was a 
fascinating story. He was 
thanked by Joyce Major. 

Raffle prizes were won by 
Doreen Comley and Kath 
Turner. 

The next meeting will be 
on August 14 in the Com¬ 
munity Centre in High 
Street. Linda Hickman will 
present a flower arranging 
demonstration. 

Non-members are invited 
to come along for a 7.30pm 
start for what is expected 
to be a lively, enjoyable 
evening. 


Blue the colour for 
summer tea party 

Wollaston E TWG _ 

THE July meeting incorpo¬ 
rated the guild’s summer tea 
party. 

The chosen theme was the 
Queen’s Sapphire Jubilee and 
it was suggested that members 
could wear blue. 

Chairman Julie Willetts 
welcomed everyone and a 
toast was raised to The Queen. 

Suggestion slips were left on 
the tables for members to put 
forward ideas on future activi¬ 
ties or outings. 

There was another national 
day to be observed - namely 
Teddy Bear Day - with mem¬ 
bers asked to bring along their 
‘cuddlies’. 

There was a loaded table of 
various sizes and coloured ted¬ 
dies - some clothed, a number 
‘bare’. Ann Powell won the 
prize for the most appealing. 

A very enjoyable tea was 
provided by the committee. As 
well as a glass of Pimm’s, tea 
and coffee were kindly served 
by Jean Brooks, Barbara 
Homer and Maureen Green. 

The next outing is a visit to 
Haden Hill House on Septem¬ 
ber 20 and there are still a few 
places left. A skittles evening, 
with fish and chip supper, is 
planned for October 18. 

Tour of India is talk subject 

CHAIRMAN Chris Holton welcomed 26 Grange (E) Guild 
members and two guests to the July meet- 
ing. Minutes of the previous meeting were 

approved and signed as a true record. minded members that items for shoe boxes 

She added knitted squares were still being could still be accepted for Project Gambia, 
accepted and would be made into blankets Speaker for the evening, Jon Wilding held 
of various sizes for the Fistula Society. everyone’s attention with his very interest- 

Treasurer Jill Attwood gave an up to ing talk about the wonderful time he and 
date financial report. Marlene O’Hanlon re- his wife Sue had touring India with friends. 


Foreigner's view 
of Black Country 

Kingswinford Ladies Social Circle 


THE Ladies met on a 
beautiful July evening at 
The Royal British Legion, 
Kingswinford. 

Chairman Sheila Evans 
welcomed everyone includ¬ 
ing speaker Ned Williams, 
a well-known personality 
in the area. 

Business matters were 
read, approved and signed. 

Details of the trip on 
September 28 were final¬ 
ised. A reminder that the 
next meeting will be the 
Harvest Supper on Sep¬ 
tember 7 and members 
are to bring cutlery as well 
as produce to be sold at the 
auction. 

Mr Williams labelled his 
talk “A foreigner’s view of 
the Black Country” - he 
being the foreigner. Ned 
came from London to be¬ 
come a student at Dudley 
Teacher Training College. 


Here he embraced and de¬ 
veloped his love of the area 
by travelling by bus where 
he discovered strangers ac¬ 
tually talked to each other, 
unknown in London. 

He travelled around on 
his motorbike and realised 
each small town or village 
had its own little groups. 
He worked for 30 years as 
a lecturer and helped to 
form The Black Country 
Society in 1967. 

Over the years he has 
written many books about 
local towns, cinemas and 
chapels. He illustrated 
his talk with a variety of 
pictures, to the delight of 
a Black Country audience. 

Josie Smith, also a for¬ 
eigner from Yorkshire, 
gave the vote of thanks for 
an interesting and enlight¬ 
ening talk. Two ladies won 
raffle prizes. 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


Was Now 

sq yd sq yd 

Apollo.£9.95.£7.95 

Majesty bleach cleanable.£13.95.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers.£16.95.£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet ....£ 18.95.£8.36 

Contract wilton.£18.95.£8.95 

Plus many more great offers 


SALE NOW 

ON 



OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


mm 

I All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 


BRIERLEY HILL 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 
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ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVEtPISWUNTS 

WAILABLE ON AUGUST 


WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

r — Cleaning Services now available to restore^ 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
. Driveways cleaning available. . 
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Film looks to solve 
mystery of Bella 



Hagley Woods still holds the answers to how Bella died 


WHO PUT 

BELLA 

. IN.THE 

WITCH. ELM 


The documentary delves into who was behind mystery graffiti 


Film screening review by Carl Jackson 


A VICTIM of witchcraft? A 
Nazi spy? Or a girl simply 
walking across the fields 
to save wear and tear on 
her shoes? 

They are all theories 
which have been put forward 
throughout the decades in a 
bid to solve the mystery of 
Who Put Bella in the Wych- 
Elm? that has left everyone 
flummoxed for generations. 

But in this new documentary, of 
that very title, they are fleshed out 
more than ever before. The chill¬ 


ing tale of the skeleton found by 
children in a tree in Hagley Woods 
in 1943 has all the hallmarks of a 
horror-fiction classic. 

So it is no surprise that the true 
story, along with its varying expla¬ 
nations ranging from the simple to 
the bizarre, has gripped the town 
of Stourbridge ever since. 

This hour-long film captures 
the eerie terror of the incident 
from the outset as it opens to the 


creepy jingles of a child’s mobile 
and never lets up in tension. 

It immediately gives the victim a 
sense of added vulnerability - and 
perhaps innocence - which makes 
her brutal killing ever the more 
startling. 

The audience, present at its first 
screening at Stourbridge Town 
Hall on Friday, was always kept 
on the edge of their seat with swift 
visual changes that added to the 
haunting nature of its story. 

They included stills of authentic 
case documents, graphic photo¬ 
graphs of the remains, believable 
recreations of the possible scenar¬ 
ios which could have led to the 
death, interviews with experts and 
present-day footage from the scene 
and its surroundings. 

Jangling 

While sharp audible cues keep 
the nerves jangling. 

Perhaps the most impressive as¬ 
pect of the production is how thor¬ 
oughly researched every part of 
the mystery has been carried out 
by the creators. 

Each element is carefully dis¬ 
sected - including the origins of 
the graffiti which started appear¬ 
ing around Stourbridge afterwards 
and the identity of the victim her¬ 
self, which is heavily focused upon 
throughout. 

It even details how the Express 



Filmmaker Jayne Harris is behind the new Bella documentary 



WHO PUT BELLA 
IN THE WYCH-ELM? 


* twiwxtw* r* jrx* Kami 


Who Put Bella in the Wych-Elm? was screened for the first time on Friday 


& Star played a part in re-igniting 
the case after it had seemingly 
gone cold. 

In expert fashion the film out¬ 
lines each of the major theories 
behind Bella’s death - but then 
just as you think you know ‘who 
dunnit’, to use the classic mystery 
cliche, it provides compelling new 
evidence which dismisses some of 
the arguments altogether. 

Meanwhile, other suspicions 
are left open with new questions 
raised from the documentary. 

The state of the case of today is 
sure to leave most baffled. 

Filmmaker Jayne Harris, for 
whom this is her first major pro¬ 
duction, narrates throughout the 
documentary. 

Ahead of the documentary’s un- 
veiling she said she merely wanted 


to make a 10-minute YouTube film 
out of ‘personal interest’ in the 
story. 

Even when the project snow¬ 
balled into its final form she ad¬ 
mitted thinking only 15 to 20 
people would come to see it. 

Judging by the 400-plus crowd 
who packed out Stourbridge Town 
Hall and applauded enthusiasti¬ 
cally at the end, public interest in 
the mystery of ‘Who Put Bella in 
the Wych-Elm?’ is still as fervent 
as ever more than half a century 
on. 

The film will be screened 
again at the venue on Octo¬ 
ber 31 for Halloween and then 
will be available to view on 
Amazon Prime aftewards or 
purchase on DVD from www. 
hdparanormal.com 
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Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


9ABTA 


NEW YEAR IN LONDON 

INCLUDING GALA DINNER AT 
THE MARRIOTT WINDSOR 


Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: VNU676 


✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Marriott Windsor hotel with 
full English breakfast 

✓ Gala dinner and disco on New Year’s Eve, with 
glass of fizz at midnight 

✓ Visit to the New Year’s Day Parade 

✓ Free time in central London 

3 days, by coach 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 


HEW YEAR DINE 
AND CRUISE 

ON A RIVER THAMES CLIPPER 


Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Quote Code: KRM703 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn M4 Jet 4, West 
Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ Dinner at the Brasserie Blanc, Tower Bridge, with 
Vz bottle wine per person 

✓ 3-hour cruise on the Thames Monsoon Clipper 

✓ Excursion to Windsor 

✓ Free time in London, including a visit to the New 
Year’s Day Parade 


3 days, by coach 

£369 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp, Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f H ® OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, sun io ooogoo 

ABTAV4782. SUN 10.00-16.00 












































Mike Wood opens up new 
supported housing complex 


A NEW housing complex designed 
to accommodate residents with 
physical and learning disabilities 
has been opened. 

Residents from the four pur¬ 
pose-built properties in Wilson 
Road, Brierly Hill, met with MP 
Mike Wood, as he joined guests to 
launch the supported living com¬ 
plex. The MP had a guided tour 
of the facilities and joined in the 
planting of a tree in the garden. 
Black Country Housing Group’s 


By Luke Bartlett 

chief executive Amanda Tomlin¬ 
son said: “I would like to thank Mr 
Wood for attending the launch of 
our new bungalows and his kind 
words, as well as helping the resi¬ 
dents with the tree planting.” 

Black Country Housing Group, 
the firm behind the new complex, 
worked closely with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil to meet the needs of individuals 
standing to benefit from supported 


living services. Mr Wood said: “The 
bungalows are already making a 
huge difference for people with 
physical and learning disabilities.” 

The new site aims to improve on 
the successes of a similar scheme at 
nearby Whitepoplars Close which 
opened three years ago. 

Tina Hanson-Jones, BCHG’s 
supported living manager, said: 
“We are extremely excited to be 
opening this new supported living 
facility.” 


Mayor’s action plan 11 
to tackle congestion 

WEST Midlands Mayor Andy Street has urged local au¬ 
thorities to improve the way they manage roadworks in a 
bid to ease congestion across the region. 

He hit out at a ‘lack of co-ordination’ over roadworks 
schemes that at times lead to several taking place at once. 

Mr Street, who has launched an action plan aimed at 
tackling congestion on key regional roads, said: “It is no se¬ 
cret we have a major issue with congestion in the West Mid¬ 
lands, a situation brought into even sharper focus when we 
have major infrastructure repairs or enhancement which 
require roads and junctions to be closed. 

“Clearly, the long-term approach has to involve mov¬ 
ing people out of cars and this will require a revolution 
in investment in rail, buses, trams and cycling. But this 
will take many years. The number one point of frustration 
tends to be a lack of co-ordination.” 


Heatwave is 
the catalyst 
for increase 
in Next sales 

By Thom Kennedy 


AN early summer heatwave has pro¬ 
vided a timely boost for fashion giant 
Next. 

The company says it saw an 11.4 per cent surge in 
Directory sales that helped offset another steep fall 
across its high street stores. 

Next - which has both a clothing and a homeware outlet 
at Merry Hill and a shop at Oldbury Green Retail Park - 
said the warmer weather in May and June, together with 
an overhaul of its product ranges and online offering, saw 
total full-price sales rise by a better-than-expected 0.7 per 
cent in its second quarter to July 29. 

It is a welcome piece of good news 
for a fashion range that has stumbled 
slightly in recent months. 

The figures are a marked improve¬ 
ment on the three per cent drop seen 
in the previous three months and came 
despite a 7.4 per cent drop in sales 
across its high street shops. 

The group, which also has several 
stores across the wider West Midlands, 
said: “We believe there has been some 
improvement in our product ranges 
Retail giant Next and 

our online functionality during 
this period. 

“However, we believe most of the increase in full price 
sales is due to the much warmer weather and, to a lesser 
degree, lower markdown sales in the end-of-season sale.” 

But the group stuck by its guidance for full-year profits 
to fall by between 6.4 per cent and 13.9 per cent to £680 
million and £740m, although it slightly improved its sales 
outlook. The bounce-back meant Next enjoyed its first full- 
price sales rise for a year, with a monthly breakdown show¬ 
ing sales lifting as much as three per cent in June and 3.9 
per cent in July. 

While full-price sales returned to positive territory, total 
sales including markdowns fell 2.1 per cent in the quarter 
as it was left with less stock to shift in its clearance. 

Markdowns tumbled 14 per cent as a result, Next said. 

Lord Wolfson, chief executive of Next, said while he was 
pleased with the generally positive picture, he wasn’t get¬ 
ting carried away. He said: “It’s been a better half, but 
we’re not getting too excited.” 

He added that the consumer outlook for the high street 
remains ‘very tough’ and is forecasting Next’s second-half 
full-price sales to remain lower - down 1.2 per cent, in line 
with the first half. 

He said: “Consumers are very cautious - real earnings 
are moderately down because wages aren’t rising as fast as 
inflation. People aren’t in the mood to splurge, particularly 
on clothing.” 

MPand Friends group in 
talks over town revamp 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has met the Friends of 
Dudley group to go over potential improvements to the 
town. 

The Labour MP sat down with Lesley Dunn, Janet 
Beardsmore and Ken and Tracy McClymont, and among 
the topics discussed were better signage, possibly bringing 
back tourist information points, and free parking. 

Mr Austin said: “We also talked about the delays in get¬ 
ting Cavendish House and the area around it redeveloped 
and the bus station improved. 

“I’ve promised to help them fix up meetings with coun¬ 
cillors and senior council officers to discuss these ideas.” 

He added: “I also want to see Dudley Castle opened up 
throughout the summer with concerts and plays.” 




Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

We've got huge sale reductions off all our furniture collections including many leading brand names! 

You can also choose to spread the cost with just a low deposit & monthly payments up to 3 years totally interest free!* 

" What ever your budget or style... we've got the furniture to suit!" 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 

OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

WWW.williamandsOns.CO.uk Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Alstons Baker •bardi 


0% APR Representative *Up to 3 years interest free credit offer available on orders over £500.12 months term minimum spend £1,000,18 months term minimum spend £1,500, 24 months term minimum spend £2,000, 36 months term minimum spend £3,000. Minimum deposit 25°/o. 
Representative Example: Cash Price £3,000. Deposit £750. Total amount of credit £2,250. Duration of the agreement 36 months. 36 x monthly repayments of £62.50 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0%. Total amount payable £3,000. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability. E&OE. 
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HALOGEN HEATERS 

2 FOR £10 
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HAND STEAMER 

ONLY £10 
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SIGNATURE 
STEAM MOPS 

ONLY £10 



MINI RADIOATOR 

ONLY £10 
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SPIRALIZER 

ONLY £10 

1 LTR FRYER 

ONLY £10 

SIGNATURE KETTLE 
AND 2 SLICE 

ONLY £10 

ELGENTO IRON 

ONLY £10 

TOWER STAINLESS 
STEEL KETTLE 

ONLY £10 

TURBO TIGER 
HAND VACUUME 

ONLY £10 


ANY ITEM USTED ONLY £10 WITH PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 
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PIFCO STAINLESS 
STEEL KETTLE 

3 IN 1 SCALES 

PIFCO WET AND 

DRY HAND VAC 

MORPHY RICHARDS 
ACCENTS KNIFE BLOCK 

PIFCO FLOOR 
SWEEPER 


YONANNAS FROZEN 
DESERT MAKER 

ONLY £10 

ONLY £10 

ONLY £10 

ONLY £10 

ONLY £10 

ONLY £10 
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2 BAR HEATER 

ONLY £10 

MORPHY RICHARDS 
SODA STREAM 

ONLY £10 

SWAN COFFEE 
PERCULATOR 

ONLY £10 

TEKNIQUE DIGITAL 
VIDEO CAMERA 

ONLY £10 

LAMPS 

ONLY £10 

CONVECTION 

HEATERS 

ONLY £10 



WWW 

MANY MORE 


Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


Mm,®©,,* 

OFFERS INSTORE 


We specialise in finding you 
the best deals available 
on daily basis. We stock 
electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 
90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 
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Offers expire 31st August 2017 T&C’s Apply 


















































































































Festival ends on high 
note with street party 


ORGANISERS of the first 
Coseley Black Country Day 
event hailed it a roaring suc¬ 
cess, and a fitting way to end 
this year’s festival celebra¬ 
tions. 

The Black Country Festival has 
brought entertainment to the re¬ 
gion throughout July and chair¬ 
man Steve Edwards says it has 
helped unite the community 

The event in Coseley, which acted as 
the closing ceremony for the festival, 
saw an estimated 2,000 people pass 
through the celebrations between 1pm 
and 5pm on July 31, with plenty to do 
for locals despite the glum weather 
that loomed later on. 

Securing 

Mr Edwards and his committee 
team, including Coseley East council¬ 
lor Melvyn Mottram, had been keen to 
add Coseley to the bill for a number 
of years. And after finally securing the 
event, which was on Castle Street in 
Roseville, the chairman was ‘over the 
moon’ at the outcome. 

He said: “We were really happy. It 
was a great turnout. There were loads 
of kids there and it brought the com¬ 
munity together.” 

Mayor of Dudley Councillor Dave 
Tyler officially opened the celebra¬ 
tions. They began on July 1 with the 
Halesowen Carnival and it has been 
popular throughout. Mr Edwards said 
of the month: “I think we can call it 
the best ever. There were more people 
at the Dudley event, more at the Hale¬ 
sowen and Stourbridge carnivals. 

“Considering one committee mem¬ 
ber is planning a wedding and one has 
changed their job, it’s been a huge suc¬ 
cess and we’re over the moon.” 



The Sedgley Ukulele Strummers - John Taylor, Keith Whitehead, Andrew Reynolds 


Search family histories 

GET ready for a fun day to help young- There will also be word searches and 
sters find out more about who they are colouring and craft activities, 
and where they come from. Councillor Peter Miller, cabinet 

The free session runs from 10.30am member responsible for archives, said: 
to 3.30pm on Thursday, August 24. “We are delighted to be able to put 

There will be a host of free activities, on these free sessions at our excellent 
while refreshments will also be availa- archives.” 

ble without charge. For further information, pop into 

Youngsters will be able to trace their the Dudley Council-owned site on Tip- 
ancestors and complete a family tree, ton Road, or call the archives on 01384 
which they can take home with them. 812770. 



UPVC 

SACK DOOR 


©@©[330* iMD 

Formerly of Stallings Lane 


Stunning Orangeries 








Includes: • Floor tiles 
• Lighting • Electrics 


Latest colours and designs 


Bi-fold Doors 


Full Range of Doors 


Latest Colours 

Composite Doors 


From 


£450 


From 


£375 


Fitted 


Fitted 


Beautiful Coloured upvc Doors 

from only £550 fitted 


TRANSFORM YOUR HOME 


Free Quotations - Project Managed - Total Satisfaction 

WWW.DUDLEYDOORS.COM | CALL US TODAY 01384 292484 or 07805 466 579 

OR VISIT OUR WOLLASTON SHOWROOM:- HIGH STREET, WOLLASTON DY8 4NH 
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INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 

fitting! _ 


• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 

in WHITE 
From Only 

m 1 

...Including 

fitting! _ 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

'o 


0 / 0 , 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


»a,- uH wmdow 

Wizard Services 
Available 


Misted Unil 
Replaced 
Broken Hin 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


ASCI AS ^SOFFITS ^GUTTERING 



• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 



It ITVN3 to be 


HASBUKY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


11 1 


We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? 
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PETS WHO KNOW 
ACOOPTHINC! 


5* was such a relaxing 
environment for my 
dogs, Dolly and Oscar! 
Thanks 

Kerry-Ann Wolohan 
(Facebook) 


10% OFF 

All Full Grooming 
during August 

(not open to existing discounts) 




First time I have used Posh Kutz for my 
dog Cane. Wish I had known about this 
place before! Beverley Smith 

(Facebook) 


f 

217 High Street, lye, DY9 8JX f 

CALL GARY: 01384 891008/07557 648100 

WWW.POSHKUTZ.WEEBLY.COM 1 

te 1 




STOURvVALllEVV 

ECATiRESCUeI 


HUGE 

JUMBLE SALE 

WITH BRIC-A-BRAC 
& NEARLY NEW 



at Kinver Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Potter’s Cross, Kinver 

SATURDAY 12™ AUGUST 
I.OOpm - Admission 30p 

Loads of Bargains, 

Please Come Along and Support 
Your Local Cat Rescue 

We are also looking for urgent 
homes for adults and mature cats 

For further information 
call Anita on: 

01384 375832 



Pet 

Minders 

01384 865 865 



Dog Boarding in 
Private Homes 



Pet Visiting & Sitting 
Dog Walking 



www.paulspetminders.co.uk 


Paul@paulspetminders.co.uk 



Prestwood Petzone 

Prestwood Petzone has everything you need 
for aquariums, garden ponds, pet birds and 
reptiles, cats, dogs and more under one 
roof. There are 200 aquariums of tropical and 
coldwater fish, an amazing selection of lizards, 
snakes, spiders and frogs, plus thousands 
of Koi and pond fish and plants. Stockists of: 
Orijen, Forthglade, Fish4dogs, Arden Grange 
and raw foods from Natures Menu and Natural 
instinct plus all the accessories and equipment 
needed for your pets. We offer a self-service 
dog wash, dog grooming, snack bar, florist and 
garden supply shop, open every day with free 
on-site parking. 

Cats Protection 

Stourbridge, Dudley and Wyre forest Cats 
Protection -our vision is where every cat is 
treated with kindness and understanding of its 
needs. 

Our three aims, are 

Homing - finding good homes for cats in need. 
Neutering - supporting and encouraging the 
neutering of cats. 

Information - improving peoples understanding 
of cats and their care. 

Stourbridge and District Cats Protection first 
came into being in September 1981 and was 
known as the Stourbridge Branch of the Cats 
Protection League. 


In 1998 the charity changed its name nationally 
and became known simply as Cats Protection. 

In 2003, to reflect the wider area that it now 
covers, the Stourbridge Branch changed its 
name to Stourbridge and District Cats Protection. 

Stourbridge and District branch covers Dudley, 
Tipton, Brierley Hill, Kingswinford, Stourbridge, 
Kidderminster, Bewdley and Stourport-On- 
Severn (Postcodes DY1-DY13). The branch 
is run by a group of volunteers who have a 
common goal of helping cats. 

Cats Protection rescues and rehomes unwanted 
and abandoned cats and promotes responsible 
cat ownership. 

Cats Protection’s vision is to ensure that every 
cat is given the chance of a life where it will be 
treated with kindness and an understanding of 
its needs. 


in 2009 our branch re-homed 191 cats and 
provided help with arranging the neutering of 
433 cats. 




voter 



Hello my name is Sophie, I am looking for a very special 
person to look after me. I am only 8 yrs. old but I have a liver 
disorder which means my life span will be shorter than most 
cats, whilst I enjoy living with my Cats Protection foster mum, 

I really would like to find a family that I can call my own. My 
interests are watching T.V. and having a good old natter, whilst 
relaxing on the sofa. 

I do have to take one tablet a day, which I am really good 


*' ARE YOU 
THAT SPECIAL 
-.PERSON? ... 


about, and am on a low protein diet, which is not expensive, and 
believe me, I will pay you back with all my love and kisses. Cats 
Protection have been so kind to me in sorting out my little health 
issues, but its now time for me to spread my love to someone as 
special as me. 

Look at my video on www.Stourbridge.cats.org, and if 

you are special enough, come and meet me, I will be waiting. 

Sophie.x 




www.stourbridge.cats.org.uk 0345 260 1076 



REGISTERED 
CHARITY 
No. 514904 


IF YOU CANT HAVE 
A CAT OF YOUR OWN 
WHY NOT 
SPONSER ONE OF 
OUR OLDER CATS 

For further information call Anita 01384 375832 
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Heathens go full speed 
ahead over new home 



Homeward bound? - Andrew Hale, Mark Robinson, Paul Tromans and Rob Knowles 

Police double Taser officers 


‘IF you don’t dream, then 
nothing will come true’. 

So say the group behind plans 
to build a new track for Cradley 
Heathens as they unveiled their 
vision at the site they hope will 
become the club’s new home. 

The Heathens Speedway Support¬ 
ers’ Trust have drawn up proposals 
for the track at the Lion Farm Estate 
in Oldbury. 

They say showing off the plans at 
the site brought home the reality of 
their situation - and reaffirmed their 
desire to bring Heathens’ two-decade 
nomadic journey to an end. 

Mark Robinson, from the support¬ 
ers’ trust, said: “We’ve worked really 
hard to get to this point and we’re 
hopeful we’ve covered all the bases. 

Opposition 

“The only opposition we can think 
of will come from the community - es¬ 
pecially people closest to it. We have to 
try to get across to them that although 
speedway is noisy it’s only one day a 
week - and only during the summer.” 

“We’re also going to hold a public 
meeting later this month and leaflet 
the area. Hopefully people won’t have 
fears about the noise and traffic.” 

Mr Robinson said he was confident 
the plans will get the green light, de¬ 
spite Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling suggesting the track could cause 
concerns among residents. He said: 
“It’s ours to lose - we’ve done all the 
research.” 

Cradley Heathens have been with¬ 
out a permanent home since 1995 
when their Dudley Wood track was 
sold for housing. 

The club have been track-sharing 
with rivals Wolverhampton and Bir¬ 
mingham since reforming in 2010. 

• Club reaction - Back Page 


WEST MIDLANDS POLICE is to 
more than double the number of of¬ 
ficers trained to use Tasers following 
the murder of PC Keith Palmer. 

The force will today unveil plans to 
train 800 extra officers to use the elec¬ 
trical firearm on top of the 600 already 
equipped to carry them. 

They will also upgrade to a newer 
model of the weapon capable of firing 
two separate 50,000 volt shots without 


reloading. It comes after what Chief 
Constable Dave Thompson described 
as the ‘deadly and determined threats’ 
facing officers and cited recent terror 
attacks in London and Manchester. 

Speaking at a public consultation, 
he said: “So there is a context at the 
moment where, both in terms of pro¬ 
tection of our officers but also our abil¬ 
ity to intervene and protect the public, 
we are having to strike that balance.” 




Showroom at: 


RICHMOND HOUSE tog® 

dental practice 


Book your appointment today 

DR GRZEGORZ JACZEWSKI 
DDS (Poz) MSc Endodontology 
(Chester) 

DR MARLETA JACZEWSKA 
DDS (Poz) 

^ 


WE ALSO OFFER: 

• BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES APPLIED 

• ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 


RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTICE 

Book your appointment today 

01384 390111 


August - 
September 


Special 

Offer 

Gift bag 


for 

children under 16 
visiting us for a 
checkup. 


Dental 
Checks for 
Children in a 
Caring and 
Supportive 
Way 


All work guaranteed 
135 High Street, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4YY 


I NHS DENTISTRY CARE MODERN NHS DENTISTRY WITH CARE] 


IMPOWFITTED 


Bl'KRwOMS 


Why choose us? 

y Local family business 
FREE design service (we come to you) 

: Styles to suit every taste and budget, 
from the smallest room to master en suites 
We build and fit all of our bedrooms 


Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, Talbots Lane, 

Brierley Hill DY5 2YX (1 mile from Merry Hill Centre) 

Call us today » 01384 482662 or 07802 451232 

to arrange a FREE visit and quotation or click onto WWW.martyn4newideas.CO.llk 


I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 





EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR 

£3950 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYHMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 




DO THE LOT III 5 DAYS 


til: 


YO 

CHOICE 




ATHROOMS 


VISA 



Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, August 10, 2017 
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Bridge club 
on lookout 
for players 

SEDGLEY Rubber Bridge 
Group is looking for new 
members for their Wednes¬ 
day afternoon sessions. 

The club meets at the 
Sedgley and District Com¬ 
munity Centre every 
Wednesday at 1.30pm. Just 
turn up and enjoy an after¬ 
noon of bridge, a biscuit 
and a cup of tea all for just 
£1. No partner is required. 

Bridge is also played at 
the centre on Thursdays 
and Friday. 

Duplicate is played on 
Thursdays when a partner 
is required, but the group 
can try and find one for 
visitors. 

Fridays is for anyone 
wishing to learn the basics 
of the game or for those 
just wishing to brush up on 
the game after a few years 
off. Again, just turn up as 
no partner is required. 

Flower, honey 
and veggie show 

A FLOWER, vegetable and 
honey show is being held 
for interested spectators in 
Sedgley later this month. 

The annual Sedgley and 
District Community As¬ 
sociation Gardening Club 
event is being held in the 
group’s community cen¬ 
tre, off Ladies Walk, on 
Saturday, August 19, from 
12.30pm. 

Admission is free to the 
event, which also includes 
the South Staffordshire 
District Beekeeping Asso¬ 
ciation’s show. 


Marathon teachers give 
lesson on raising funds 


THEY are more used to inspiring in the class¬ 
room than on the race track - but now more 
than 20 teachers from a school are gearing 
up for a charity marathon. 

Around 23 members of staff from different depart¬ 
ments at High Areal School will take part in Carv¬ 


ers’ Wolverhampton Man 

It will see them take part 
in the 10k run and 20k cycle 
event. 

Mr Mahey, director of en¬ 
terprise at the school, said: 
“We want to raise as much 
money as possible for Comp¬ 
ton Hospice - £1,000 would 
be great. 

Great 

“I wanted to get involved 
with the Carvers run last 
year but then I had the idea 
that it would be great to get 
other staff to join with me 
too. 

“We have a great health 
drive at our school and luck¬ 
ily they were keen to take 
part. 

“We’re on the summer 
holidays at the minute but 
we are still going to meet 
up and train together before 
we head back for the new 
term.” 

Mr Mahey said prepara¬ 
tion for the event had also 
gained a healthier focus in 
school. 

He continued: “It’s kick- 
started a whole wellbeing 
project for students and 


thon this September. 

By Clare Butler 

staff and we’re even bring¬ 
ing in examples of our train¬ 
ing to lessons, for instance 
in science and maths. 

“To incorporate this into 
school life is important for 
us - it’s not often you see 
staff do something like this 
and the response from the 
children has been amazing,” 
Mr Mahey added. 

“They’re hoping to be 
there to cheer us on with 
banners and posters.” 

It will be the 20th an¬ 
niversary of the Carver 
Wolverhampton Marathon 
Events this year, which sees 
people tackle a route around 
the city - running, walking, 
cycling or in wheelchairs. 
The participants range 
from serious club runners 
to fundraisers taking part 
in fancy dress. 

The event will take place 
on September 3. 

To donate visit www. 
justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
higharcal 



Henry Carver from Carvers, deputy head Dave Cooke and marathon organiser Mary Harding with school staff 


Corrinne's 
wedding is 
a fairytale 

A BRIDE celebrated her 
‘fairytale’ wedding in the 
first to take place at an 
historic building. 

Corrinne Carpenter, nee 
Wilde, originally from Gor- 
nal, has lived overlooking 
Bantock House and Park 
for more than a decadee. 

Corrinne, said: “To get 
married there was just 
wonderful. It has been a 
fairy tale. It has been like 
a big dream.” 

She married husband 
Steven Carpenter, from 
Bushbury, at the house in 
Finchfield on Saturday. 

The couple have five 
children between them 
from past marriages and 
seven grandchildren. 

The ceremony was held 
in the house’s drawing 
room after which photo¬ 
graphs were taken on the 
stairs of the Great Hall. 

Sanctuary fun 
day is barking 

A FAMILY fun day and 
dog show is being held at 
Brockswood Animal Sanc¬ 
tuary. 

The event on Saturday, 
August 26, runs from 10am 
to 5pm. 

There is a £2 entry fee 
per class at the event and 
there will be obedience and 
dog agility classes running 
throughout the day. 

Admission to the sanc¬ 
tuary in Catholic Lane, 
Sedgley, is £4.30 for adults 
and £2.70 for children aged 
from four to 15 years old. 


RflDQHrfl PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
D DY20QU* 01384571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 



Integrated Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING 

E MACHINES 

1 . 




FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 
VALID UNTIL 

SUNDAY 20TH AUGUST 2017 


5 


BIRMINGHAM 

pper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk 

irshchelectric 1^^- 11 I 



Brilliant breaks on your doorstep 


Starts Thursday, 
August 10 


Express & Star 


www.expressandstar.com/tenpoundholidays 


‘Prices are based on a minimum of four people (fewer than four can stay from a minimum price of £40, depending on date of break). 

Online booking fee of £3 applies as well as service and optional entertainment charges. Not all parks are available on all dates. Token/password collect promotion. 
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Attractive range 
of 67-plate 
offers from DS 

DS Automobiles has a selection of consumer offers 
across its model range. With the new 67-plate 
September in mind, the latest campaign offers 
includes the new DS 3 Connected Chic trim level, 
and Limited Edition: DS 3 Ines de la Fressange, 

DS 4 Crossback Terre Rouge and DS 4 Crossback 
Moondust. 

DS 3 is an elegant car with broad appeal and a 
perfect choice for individuals who like personalisation. 
The new DS 3 Connected Chic model has further 
attractive features, with 17 inch black diamond-cut 
alloy wheels, LED front fog lights, Black Contrast Pack, 
Basalt Black cloth upholstery, dark tinted windows, 
satellite navigation, Mirror Screen with Mirror Link® 
and Apple CarPlayTM, alarm and auto air conditioning. 
DS 3 Connected Chic is available from £199/month 
over 36 months and includes a £700 manufacturer’s 
deposit contribution, three-year warranty and roadside 
assistance. 

Authentic 

For those who want a sportier appearance, DS 3 
Performance Line is a perfect choice, while those with 
more enthusiastic drives in mind can look to the capable 
DS 3 Performance model. The DS 3 Performance Line 
trim level features coloured stitching influenced by 
the colours of DS Performance on the leather sports 
steering wheel and seats, Performance Line badging, 
and is available from £239/month over 36 months with 
a £1,600 manufacturer’s deposit contribution. DS 3 
Performance models are available from £389/month 
over 36 months with a £1,000 manufacturer’s deposit 
contribution. 

Staying true to the promise of delivering authentic 
Limited Edition models that go further to express the 
DS brand’s avant-garde spirit and French heritage, DS 3 
Ines de la Fressange is an exclusive model with only 200 
of the models available in the UK. The Limited Edition 
model features an Ink Blue paint finish with Opal White 
roof and complemented on inside with sumptuous 
Granite Blue leather upholstery and equipped with 
DS LED Vision - exquisite looking Xenon headlights. 

DS 3 Ines de la Fressange Limited Edition is available 
from £269/month, over 36 months with a £1,600 
manufacturer’s deposit contribution. 

DS 4 Crossback is the brand’s adventurer model. The 
Limited Edition Moondust and Terre Rouge enhance 
the model’s versatility. The DS 4 Crossback Moondust 
features a striking matt paint finish to its Platinum Grey 
bodywork, with DS LED Vision, touchscreen technology 
and luxurious Basalt Black grained leather interior trim. 
The Limited Edition model with PureTech 130 petrol 
engine is available from £395/month over 36 months 
and comes with a £2,800 manufacturer’s deposit 
contribution. 

Offering a refined driving experience, the DS 5 
Performance Line adds sports styling to technical 
excellence. The model comes with an intuitive 
touchscreen, DS LED Vision technology. DS 5 
Performance Line with the BlueFIDi 150 Diesel 
engine and 6-speed manual transmission is available 
from £445/month over 36 months with a £2,950 
manufacturer’s deposit contribution. 



DS announces attractive offers - ideal for those purchasing a brand new 67-plate car in September 



All DS models have a bucketfull of technology on board 


DS Performance Line offers a sportier appearance 


An eight-page commercial spotlight on what dealers have 
on the forecourt for the new registration on September 1 
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Smart, value-for-money supermini 


By Sharon Walters 


That’s a bit smart, said my car enthusiast 
friend Gay, but what is it? I can’t say I know 
the brand, she added before peering inside 
to add that she liked that as well. 

It’s a supermini, an MG, I replied. Really? 
she asked. You don’t see many of those about 
do you? 

Well it’s about time we did and with MG’s 
current expansion plans it shouldn’t be too 
long before recognition becomes instant. 

In the bad old good old days MG was a 
motoring force to be reckoned with but we 
all know what happened a few years ago. 

Then along came the Chinese who saved the 
brand and set about salvaging some sort of 
motoring industry at the Longbridge plant on 
the outskirts of Birmingham. 

MG Motor UK, with strong financial backing 
from overseas, has now set about a major 
expansion of dealers throughout theUK and 
by the end of this year will have 90 in place. 

There is a straightforward approach to 
franchising and low cost of set-up appeals to 
dealers that want to be part of a dynamic and 
successful organisation, to be listened to and 
to play a role in shaping the future direction of 
the franchise. 

New car registration figures for MG have 
vastly increased almost and the brand 
expects to break 5,000 new car registrations 
at the end of the year, thanks to its MG3 and 
MG GS, as well as the launch of its all-new 
Compact SUV at the end of the year. 

All vehicle design and engineering takes 
place at SAIC Motor UK Technical Centre 
(SMTC UK) in Birmingham, which employs 
300 engineers and is co-located with the 
headquarters of MG Motor UK. 

Alongside evolving the initial concepts for 



There’s plenty of space in the cabin 

all new MG vehicles, the team also manages 
testing and innovation programmes. 

This includes a global initiative to create 
new, environmentally-friendly powertrain 
technologies. 

Now back to the supermini which attracted 
attention. 

I thoroughly enjoyed a week behind the 
wheel. Value-for-money is excellent and 
although it could do with an interior refresh, 
it’s pretty and a nippy little mover. 

Plus there’s a much lower insurance rating 
of Group 4E, less than half of many of its 
competitors. And that’s good news for young 
drivers who face exhorbitant premiums on 
other marques. 

All models benefit from front LED daytime 
running lights and electronic hill hold as 
standard. Aside from the entry level model, 
all MG3s feature a high-quality DAB audio 
system. 

The exterior style is sporty, with black 
A-pillars and ‘wrap-around’ windscreen, and 



You can personalise your MG3 

inside it one of largest and most spacious 
cabins in the Supermini class. 

You get six airbags, electronic stability 
control, corner brake control and traction 
control, all as standard. 

Buyers can also design their own MG3 with 
a wide range of colours, exterior graphics, 
interior colour packs and part-leather 
upholstery created by the UK design team 
and inspired by the British fashion industry. 

There are four models in the MG3 line up 
and a full range of options and accessories. 

At the top of the range is the MG3 3Style+, 
with premium 16” ‘Diamond’ alloy wheels and 
a sports body styling pack that includes a rear 
boot spoiler and side sill extensions. 

Standard high-tech convenience features 
include cruise control, automatic lights and 
windscreen wipers and reverse parking 
sensors. In addition, the MG3 3Style+ now 
comes with leather seats as standard. 

The mid-range MG3 3Form includes air 
conditioning, cruise control, DAB radio, 



This five-door supermini is fun, sure-footed and a comfortable ride 


Bluetooth and audio streaming, a leather MG- 
design steering wheel with red stitching and 
steering wheel audio controls all as standard, 
over and above the entry model specification. 

For those who want top-of-the range looks 
but find the high level of equipment in a 3Form 
is enough, then there is the MG3 3Form Sport. 
This includes all the features of the mid-range 
3Form plus the sports body styling pack and 
16” ‘Carousel’ alloy wheels. The entry model 
MG3 3Time features a CD player with MP3 
compatibility and Aux-in facility. 

All models are powered by a sporty 106PS 
petrol engine with a five-speed manual 


gearbox and have the same great MG chassis 
designed to make driving the MG3 a bit more 
fun than your average small car. 

The car will easily cope with tall people in its 
airy cabin and the front seats are exceptionally 
comfortable, especially for longer journeys. 

No wiggling about when caught in jams on 
motorways, I found. 

This five-door supermini is fun, sure-footed, 
a comfortable ride on all types of road and a 
great all-rounder. 

Prices start at £8,695, with the top-of-the- 
range model retailing at £11,695 - almost 
£5,000 cheaper than many competitors. 


MG.CO.UK f /MGMOTOR # @MGMOTOR 



MORE 

TO LOVE 




Like a Fiesta, but around £5000 less. 

Are you after a new car with a low deposit and low monthly payments? Look no further... 


SUMMIT GARAGE, Dudley 


i 





MG3 fuel consumption: URBAN 41.7 mpg | 6.8 1/100km, EXTRA URBAN 59.6 mpg | 4.8 1/100km, COMBINED 51.5 mpg | 5.5 l/l00km,CO2 Emissions: I24g/km. 

Model shown : MG3 3Form Sport in Whiter than White at £1 1,695. fOn the road (OTR) price of £8,399 applies to the MG3 3Time with no optional extras. OTR prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 months Vehicle Excise Duty’. From prices exclude optional metallic paint, accessories and 
graphics packs. Fuel consumption values shown are based on official EU test figures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not be representative of actual driving results. Offer terms and conditions apply: 

*0% APR: Conditional sale. 0% APR available on all MG3 models until 30.06.2017. A minimum deposit of 20% of the cash OTR price applies. Finance by MG Financial Services, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff CFI5 7YT subject to status, availability and terms and conditions. Applicants must be aged 18 or over at participating 
dealers. See your local dealer or visit mg.co.uk/offers for details. 


Summit Garage (Dudley) Limited trading as Summit Garage, is acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 
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Fiesta matures from cheeky chappie 


AVAILABLE FROM 
T WALL FORD 
JH STREET, PENSNETT, 
JGSWINFORD DY6 8XB 
01384288333 

vw.twallford.co.uk 



The exterior of the latest Fiesta has grown very modestly and is completely re-styled 


By Ian Donaldson 

A couple of miles into the test drive I 
realised the car was humming quietly along 
the main road - in fourth gear. 

If ever you needed a demonstration that the 
new Fiesta has matured into an even more 
serious player here it was, with two gears left 
to go. 

At a stroke the best selling car in the UK for 
the last eight years has turned from cheeky 
chappie (but loads of fun) into a car that feels 
bigger and softer and not quite so keen to 
have a laugh with you. 

That certainly applies to the likely biggest 
seller in the new range, the Zetec trim version 
with its 100 horsepower engine and - crucially 
- new six-speed gearbox instead of the 
previous five. 

There’s a more sporty tied-down ST-Line 
Fiesta due in the autumn which early signs 
say has fun factor 50 but it’s going to be a 
relatively small seller, thoroughly outgunned 
by less expensive versions - and with the 
Zetec taking more than half the total sales. 

So it’s good that the Zetec - second up 
in a Fiesta pecking order stretching from 
70 horsepower petrol £12,715 Style to 120 
horsepower diesel £21,225 Vignale - is such 
an instant charmer. 

More so on the inside than out, you’d have to 
say. The exterior of the latest Fiesta has grown 
very modestly (70mm longer, 13mm wider 
but 20mm lower) and is completely restyled, 
although you might never guess. 

That’s as fine compliment to the outgoing 
model as you could pay; don’t mess with a 
look that’s won thousands of sales. Doesn’t 
do VW any harm with succeeding generations 
of Golfs, does it? 


The result is a car with space to spare in the 
front - and a near perfect driving position - 
but just enough room in the rear for a couple 
of adults and a boot big enough for a family’s 
supermarket shop but less generous than 
some of the competition. 

Inside is where the attention needed to be 
paid, with the old car’s dashboard looking 
increasingly like a relic from the past, 
littered with meanly sized displays and an 
excess of tiny buttons. All gone! Replaced 
in the modern minimalist fashion by a big 
iPad-like touchscreen that looks smart but 
doesn’t have a lot to say for itself without a 
satellite navigation map on display (sat nav is 
standard on some dearer cars, a £300 option 
on others). 

There’s more soft touch plastic than 
previously, lending a gently more upmarket 
feel to proceedings. With the posh Vignale 
version you will enjoy the heated leather seats 
and steering wheel that a mere Zetec trim car 
can only dream about. 

If the all-change interior is much needed 
step up, the engine choice is mostly as 
before, which is no bad thing if you enjoy the 
willing thrum of a three-cylinder petrol unit. 
Gone is the old and mildly asthmatic 1.25 litre 
engine, with most new Fiestas using versions 
of the established 1.0 litre three-cylinder unit 
in differing outputs - 100/125/140 horsepower 
and with C02 readings from as low as 97g/ 
km. 

The old 1.5 litre diesel engine remains, in 
two power outputs (85/120 horsepower, from 
82g/km), but will take less than one in ten 
sales. 

The new six-speed manual gearbox will 
feature in the bulk of new Fiestas, which will 
have five doors too. Ford is sticking with a 


three-door option in a market increasingly 
ditching this choice on the grounds that not 
enough buyers bother these days to make it 
worthwhile. 

The on-paper list price of most cars is an 
irrelevance these days and that’s absolutely 
the case with the Fiesta, where 85 per cent of 
private buyers will opt for a personal contract 
plan (PCP) that provides a Zetec-spec car 
from £116 a month over three years and 


with a £5,000 deposit. That’s an increase of 
£15 a month over the outgoing and a drive 
in the new one makes that look a sensible 
investment. 

Tweaks to the suspension and clearly a lot 
of work on soundproofing have changed the 
Fiesta into a car that quietly soaks up bad 
British road surfaces, only objecting a little to 
the biggest bumps, and turning into corners 
with most of the eagerness of old. 


Even with fourth gear standing in for sixth 
some of the time (blame that newfound 
quietness) the test drive showed 46mpg in 
a 100 horsepower version, which never felt 
underpowered. 

If a tiny bit of the puppy dog spirit has gone 
you have to reckon the payback in refined 
progress is going to be welcomed by the 
majority of owners. And there are quicker, 
firmer ones on the way soon, don’t forget. 



BE ONE OF THE FIRST 

ALL-NEW FIESTA 
FIRST DRIVE 

IN OUR SHOWROOM NOW 


£500 


CUSTOMER SAVING" 


WHEN YOU TAKE A TEST DRIVE BEFORE 31 AUGUST ' 

' |> 

With features never seen before in the Fiesta, V 

such as a high-quality E3&0 PLAY sound system, 

the latest SYNC 3 technology and the revealing 

panorama sunroof, be one of the first to experience 

the All-New Fiesta and save £500* when you take a 

test drive before 31 August at T Wall Garages - Kingswinford. 


V * I T 




T Wall Ford 


High Street, Pensnett 

Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 

Tel. 01384 288333 
www.twallford.co.uk 


Official fuelconsumptionfigures inmpg (1/lOOkm) forthe All-New Fiesta range are: urban 40.9-80.7(6.9-3.5), extra urban 673-94.2(4.2-3.0), combined 54.3-88.3 (5.2-3.2). Official CO emissionsll8-82g/km. 
The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 69Z/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
*Promotion excludes KA+, Focus RS and Mustang. Test drive a Ford vehicle between the 1st July and 31st of August 2017 and receive an additional £500 customer saving (including VAT) off the Recommended On The Road price of selected new Ford cars or £500 
customer saving (excluding VAT) off the Recommended Retail Price of any new Ford Commercial Vehicle, that are contracted and registered between 1st July and 31st August 2017. Promotion at T Wall Garages - Kingswinford. Promotion available to Retail, Privilege, 
Ambassador and eligible Fleet customers only. The £500 Customer Saving is in addition to all other existing promotions. 
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Serious option for fleet or retail 



There’s an eight-inch colour touchscreen controller An appealing modern designed to turn heads with the style, room and value for money to lure buyers back 


By John Griffiths 

The current trend for sports utility vehicles 
(SUVs) has taken a big bite out of the 
market for rather more traditional large 
family car. 

But that hasn’t stopped Vauxhall investing in 
just such a car: an appealing model designed 
to turn heads with the style, room and value 
for money to lure buyers back down the more 
traditional road as well as competing with 
well-established rivals such as the Audi A4, 
VW Passat and Ford Mondeo. 

The new Insignia Grand Sport looks well- 
placed to achieve that: although a five-door 
it has the sharp, sporting lines of a big sports 
coupe which disguise the fact that it’s cabin 
is among the biggest in its class, rivalling the 
spacious Skoda Superb and even premium 
saloons such as the Mercedes E-Class. 

The price may also be a surprise - the SRi 
model tested, powered by Vauxhall’s familiar 
1.6 turbo diesel - has a showroom tag of 
under £21,000. There are more expensive 
superminis out there, and the Grand Sport 
undercuts most of its family car competitors. 

Remarkably the range starts from £17,185 for 
the 1.5 litre turbocharged petrol version. 

Price, of course, is important to the retail 
buyer but it’s likely the majority of these cars 
will be bought by companies and fleets where 
it’s still a big factor, as a lower price means 
lower benefit in kind tax payments than more 
expensive rivals. Road tax is £140 a year and 
the insurance group is a reasonable 16E. 

Another factor in whole life costs is C02 
emissions: the 136PS model tested has a 
114g/km rating and an official fuel economy 
figure of 65.7mpg (I achieved 54mpg without 
any conscious effort at econojy driving). 

There’s a lower powered (HOPS) version 
of the same 1.6 engine, with even better 
efficiency figures (70.6mpg and 105g/km) but 
naturally there’s a slight performance penalty, 
It’s 0 to 62mph time is a second down at 10.9. 

SRI is the sporty trim, so the test car 
included aluminium pedals and a mix of glass 
black and chrome fittings, giving the airy 
cabin a quality feel. The whole ambience is 
one of a class above a £21,000 car. 


Size apart, from the outside the new car 
includes a wider, flatter grille, sculpted panels 
and a discreet rear spoiler on the boot. 

The effect is understated but elegant. Also 
worthy of mention are the car’s new LED 
Matrix headlamps with 32 lighting elements 
compared to 16 on the smaller Astra. The 
£1,010 optional set-up is brighter, but also 
very precise in the way that they shut down 
sections of light to avoid dazzling oncoming 
drivers. 

While it bears a strong resemblence to its 
award-winning predecessor the Insignia, the 
new car is actually new from the ground up. 

It’s built on a brand new platform, and 
has a longer wheelbase which enabled the 
engineers to create much more interior space, 
which will be particularly apparent to those 
in the back. Legroom is approaching the 
limousine class. 

The boot is slightly smaller than its 
predecessor, but is still a family-sized 490 
litres. 


The Grand Sport is also 175kg lighter (that’s 
like carrying two fewer adult passengers) 
which together with excellent aerodynamics 
helps engine improvements in delivering 
significant better economy and performance. 

A further effect is its on-road ambience: at 
70mph you’re more likely to notice the steady 
hiss of the air conditioning than the engine, or 
any wind noise, as you make progress at well 
under 2,000rpm in top (sixth) gear. 

The ride on the standard 17-inch alloy 
wheels is supple even over more roughly 
surfaced B-roads and yet the dynamic 
compromise is so good the Grand Sport 
handles nimbly, with the agility of a smaller 
‘warm’ hatchback. Threading it through the 
twistier sections it won’t disappoint the more 
enthusiastic driver and never feels like the big 
car it is (until you cone to parking, of course). 

The six-speed manual gearbox is slick and 
positive, but how much you use it depends 
on how much of an enthusiast you are. With 
136PS and a hefty 320Nm of torque the 


engine will respond smoothly at a wide range 
of cruising speeds. 

The standard equipment list includes 
automatic wipers and headlights, electrically 
adjustable and heated mirrors, dual zone 
climate control, cruise control with speed 
limiter, parking sensors and remote control 
on the steering wheel. 

The test car was also fitted with a clear 
and comprehensive head-up display, which 
together with the thumb-operated speed 
limiter, were a real boon in keeping me legal 
in a car which is so smooth and quiet (the test 
vehicle also had noise-reducing laminated 
side windows). 

Naturally there’s an eight-inch colour 
touchscreen controller, for operating the 
satnav, audio and full connectivity systems. 

My feeling is the optional head-up display 
is well worth the £220 extra, as it projects 
simple, basic information onto the windscreen 
in line with the driver’s eyes. 

Speed, satnav prompts, and early warnings 


of cars or pedestrians in your path are also 
included. 

The lane departure warning system gives a 
visual warning too, but actually works rather 
cleverly. 

It doesn’t intevene if you ake a deliverate 
manouvre (for example when overtaking) 
but if it detects you’re wandering over the 
white line you get a gentle tug on the steering 
wheel, too. 

Naturally new cars to be better than the 
ones they replace, but even compared to 
its award-winning predecessor the Insignia 
Grand Sport conveys a feeling that it’s a 
quantum leap forward. 

Among the biggest and best equipped in its 
class, it’s as refined as many of its so-called 
‘premium’ rivals and it’s very competitive 
price and economy make it a serious option 
for fleet or retail buyers. 

For those who want even more cargo space, 
there’s the Sport Tourer (estate) version and 
for the enthusiast a 260PS GSI option. 


Car that fills more practical needs 



There’s lots of headroom front and back and a rear seat that’s adult-friendly too plus a generous boot 


By Ian Donaldson 

Vauxhall is keen to tell you what its new 
Crossland X is not - and it’s not a mildly 
macho four-wheel driver for people with 
adventurous tastes. 

No, that task is filled in the range by the 
nearly-as-new Mokka X, a mere finger’s length 
longer, but aimed at different buyers. 

The Crossland X is as more down to 
earth machine (literally; it lacks the Mokka’s 
rock defying ground clearance and 4WD 
availability) and is aimed at filling the more 
practical needs of its buyers. 

And these, Vauxhall thinks, will be either 
younger couples who need the Crossland’s 
space for people and their bits and bobs or 
older types who relish the car’s raised seating 
and the way it makes for easier entry and exit 
as the joints begin to creak a little. 

Either group will be taking on a car that 
looks crisply neat outside and in and starts at 
a family friendly £16,555 - although Vauxhall 
is following the industry trend and offers 
only a single colour (blue) that doesn’t mean 
another £550 for metallic paint. 

The range tops out at £21,380, heading a 
line up that borrows heavily from the Peugeot 
group for the bits you can’t see, from body 
platform to engines and gearboxes. 

That deal was struck years before the recent 
takeover of Vauxhall by the Peugeot empire 
and there’s another joint venture due later 
this year with the larger Grandland X, which 
shares bits with the French firm’s 3008. 

It’s no surprise that Vauxhall is keen to 
ramp up its offerings in the SUV part of the 
market, growing at a phenomenal pace 


as buyers shun the more traditional small 
hatchback. They’ll enjoy the sense of space 
in the Crossland X, with loads of headroom 
front and back and a rear seat (which for £300 
can optionally slide forward to favour boot 
room) that is adult-friendly too. That means a 
useful increase in the already generous boot 
capacity, from 410 litres to 520 litres, or a van¬ 
like 1,255 litres with the rear seat folded flat. 

The entry-level engine is the 1.2-litre petrol 
with 81bhp (54.3mpg combined; 116g/km 
C02). Elsewhere in the range, the 1.2 Turbo 
with petrol direct injection is available in three 
variants. The ECOTEC engine is equipped 
with the five-speed manual transmission 
(58.9mpg combined; 111-109 g/km C02) and 
delivers 108bhp, while the 1.2-litre combined 
with the six-speed automatic gearbox 
manages 57.3mpg combined and 123g/km 
C02). 

Thetop-of-the-line petrol engine is the 1.2 
Turbo with 128bhp (55.4mpg combined; 116g/ 
km C02) and six-speed manual transmission. 
This takes the Vauxhall Crossland X from zero 
to 62mph in 9.1 seconds and to a maximum 
speed of 128mph. 

The line-up also includes two turbocharged 
diesel engines, including the 1.6 with 98bhp. 
The diesel ECOTEC variant, with Start/ 

Stop, emits 93g/km C02 and achieves up to 
78.5mpg combined. The most powerful diesel 
is the 1.6 with 118bhp (70.6mpg combined; 
105g/km C02) and atop speed of 116mph. 

Standard kit across the range includes 
climate control, alloy wheels, cruise control 
and LED daytime running lights. Depending 
on grade or options, your Crossland X can 
park itself without the driver touching the 


steering wheel (which can be heated) and will 
beat winter frosts with a heated windscreen. 

Opt for Vauxhall’s OnStar system and your 
car becomes a wi-fi hotspot, with the chance 
to hook up seven mobile devices. So the kids 
will stay silently glued to their iPads in the 
back. 

The way the car feels on the road depends 


greatly on what’s under the bonnet. They all 
share a ride that prefers smoother roads and 
turns a bit sharp on bad ones and the likely 
most popular, the 110 horsepower petrol lacks 
sparkle when provoked, although 45mpg on 
the test route was some compensation. 

The more powerful 128bhp petrol model was 
very much livelier (and its six-speed gearbox 


sweeter) and returned an identical 45mpg. It 
felt a transformed vehicle. 

Much more economical (58mpg on test) was 
the more powerful of the diesel Crosslands, 
which felt as swift as the better petrol and 
makes sense for the business user (a minority 
of buyers here) who won’t mind the higher 
purchase price. 
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WE’LL GIVE YOU 


MINIMUM PART-EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE 

FOR YOUR OLD CAR 

AGAINST A BRAND NEWVAUXHALL 








YES, £4000 ANY AGE, ANY CONDITION* 

We want your old Citroen, Fiat, Honda, Mazda, Peugeot, Renault, Skoda, Nissan, Toyota, Volkswagen, 
etc, in fact any Make any Model any age, and we’ll give you a Minimum £4000 Part-Exchange 

Allowance against a brand new 67 Plate Vauxhall. 

Call into our Showroom NOW for more details 


O - 


VAUXHALLS 


FOR LESSTHAN 

£9500 


LOW RATE 
FINANCE 
AVAILABLE' 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, 

West Midlands B63 3NH 

0121 503 0001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Vauxhall 

High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford DY6 8XB 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Sreet, Amblecote, 

Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG 

01384447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road, Dudley, 

West Midlands DY27AY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 




VAUXHALL 


YOUR LOCAL BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 

(3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. *Ts&Cs apply, certain models excluded, must have owned p/x vehicle for a minimum of 90 days. A Finance available subject to age 
and status, written quotations on request, guarantees and indemnities may be required. +lnc Part Exchange Allowance. Terms & Conditions and exclusions apply on new vehicles ordered and delivered before 30.09.17. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other Black Country Dealer offer. All offers subject to stock availability. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Quirky little compact and affordable 


AVAILABLE FROM 
HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 
DUDLEY ROAD, HALESOWEN 
B63 3NH 
0121 5030001 


HALESOWENMOTORHOUSE. 

CO.UK 



Around town, the Ignis is an ace little car to drive. It’s incredibly light controls make light manoeuvres a doddle 


By Simon Davis 


Suzuki’s Ignis offers buyers an affordable 
price tag, a fairly generous amount of 
standard equipment and respectable 
fuel economy figures from its peppy little 
1.2-litre engine that it shares with the Swift. 
Then, of course, there are those rather 
quirky looks, which will no doubt appeal to 
customers who are in the market for a car 
that stands out from the crowd. 

To look at, the little Suzuki ‘compact 
crossover’ combines quite a cutesy face with 
a rather staunch stance - well, as staunch a 
stance a car this size can manage, anyway. 
Regardless of your tastes, it does have the 
effect of giving the Ignis a far more assertive 
presence on the road than those of its 
immediate rivals in the city car class. 

Inside, the Ignis is a bit of a let-down, with 
cheap plastics in the cabin. But then again, 
this is billed as an affordable city runabout, 
so to complain about less-than-premium 
materials being used in the interior rather 
seems to defeat the whole purpose of the car. 

Don’t expect to be bowled over by the 
Ignis’s practicality. Sure there is enough room 
in the cabin for four adults, but don’t expect 
them to be massively comfortable for long 
journeys. Despite the car’s rather tall stance, 
headroom in the back of the Ignis is tight, and 
taller passengers will find their heads come in 
contact with the roof. That said, though, knee 
room isn’t too bad at all. For those with small 
children (who won’t mind being being in the 
back of the car), it’s worth mentioning that 
only the entry-level SZ3 Ignis is available with 
three seats in the second row. 



^ 

You can get a week’s shopping in the boot 


As far as boot space goes, the Ignis offers 
260 litres with the rear seats in place, which is 
more than enough for a week’s worth of food 
shopping. 

The Ignis is only available with one engine - 
the same 1.2-litre petrol unit that’s found in the 
larger Swift. The four-cylinder engine isn’t the 
most powerful, with only 89bhp on tap, but 
it does a good enough job of getting the big 
little city car up to speed. The dash, or stroll 
in this case, from 0-60mph takes 12 seconds, 
and in cars that feature the SHVS ‘mild hybrid’ 
system and four-wheel drive, this drops to 
11.3. 

One of the first things you’ll notice is the fact 
that you sit rather high up. While this does 
mean visibility out of the sides and back is 
excellent, it also gives the impression that the 
car will roll around a bit more in the corners - 
which it certainly does. This is a car that has 
been engineered to provide a comfortable 
ride, rather than one that is all about out-and- 


out driving dynamics. Don’t get us wrong, 
though - on British roads it deals with lumps, 
bumps and uneven surfaces in a composed 
manner, which is a welcome characteristic. 

Around town, the Ignis is an ace little car 
to drive. Its incredibly light controls make 
tight manoeuvres a doddle, and thanks to 
incredibly short overhangs, you’re never in 
too much danger of accidentally pranging 
into anything. SZ-T and SZ5 models also get 
a standard-fit rear-view camera that makes 
parking even easier. 


Suzuki hasn’t left much room to criticise the 
Ignis as far as value for money is concerned. 
Base-spec SZ3 models come with standard 
features such as DAB radio and Bluetooth 
connectivity, as well as USB connectivity and 
a CD player that is MP3 compatible. 

Moving up the range, the SZ-T gains larger 
16-inch alloys, a touchscreen infotainment 
system that incorporates satellite navigation 
and a rear parking camera, while the flagship 
SZ5 gains LED headlights, keyless entry and 
climate control. 


Running costs aren’t terribly horrendous, 
either. Suzuki claims the SZ5 SHVS 4x4 
model that we tested can manage a pretty 
good combined fuel economy figure of 
60.1 mpg. 

While we didn’t quite manage this, we were 
still able to average around 52mpg during our 
time with the Ignis. 

It’s a fairly comprehensive little car, really, 
and when you consider that prices for the SZ3 
start at just £9,999, it’s quite a sensible choice, 
too. 
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SUZUKI DEALS 


SUZUKI ■ 

CELERIO 1.0 SZ3 



DRIVE 

NOW 

FROM 0NIY 


£139 


SUZUKI 


IGNIS SZT | 



DRIVE 

NOW 

FROM ONLY 


£149 


SUZUKI ■ 


SWIFT 1.0 SZ5S.I 



DRIVE 

NOW 

FROM ONLY 


£159 


SUZUKI 


VITARA 1.6 SZ-T | 

~rt^ 



ORDER NOW FOR 


REGISTRATION SEPTEMBER DELIVERY 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Road, Halesowen B63 3NH. Tel: 0121503 0001 


SEE MORE FANTASTIC NEW 67 REG 
OFFERS ONLINE AT: 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm), Highest: SUZUKI Swift 1.6 2WD, M6: Urban 33.6 (8.4), extra urban 54.3 (5.2), combined 44.1 (6.4). official C02 emissions 147g/km. Lowest: SUZUKI Celerio 1.0 Dualjet, M5: Urban 68.9 (4.1), extra urban from 83.0 (3.4), combined from 78.4 (3.6). official C02 emissions 84g/km. Fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes 
only and may not reflect real driving results. Personal Contract Hire (without Maintenance) Suzuki Celerio 1.0 SZ3: Term 48 months, Initial Rental £1,251, mileage 7,000, Monthly Rental £139. Suzuki Ignis 1.2 Dualjet SZ-T manual + Met paint: Term 60 months, Initial Rental £1,788, mileage 8,000, Monthly Rental £149. Suzuki Swift 1.0 Boosterjet SZ5 SHVS+Met paint: Term 60 months, Initial Rental £1,908, mileage 8,000, Monthly Rental £159. Suzuki 
Vitara 1.6 SZ-T manual +red/Black Dual-tone paint: Term 36 months, Initial Rental £1,194, mileage 9,500, Monthly Rental £199. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. Offers subject to availability. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. *Finance is available subject to status. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Written quotations available on request. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Technology at fore in new Ford Fiesta 



There is a stylish new exterior and revolutionary interior design 


The all-new Ford Fiesta delivers the most 
sophisticated range of driver assistance 
technologies and connectivity features of 
any volume small car on sale in Europe, 
as part of the most comprehensive and 
versatile line-up of variants in more than 40 
years of Fiesta. 

Different versions of the new Fiesta available 
at launch include the stylish Titanium, the 
Ford Performance-inspired Fiesta ST-Line, the 
upscale Vignale, popular Zetec and value-for- 
money Style from £12,715. 

The Fiesta Active crossover - the first in a 
new line-up of Active vehicles to be rolled out 
across the Ford range in years to come - and 
the all-new 200 PS Fiesta ST will also go on 
sale next year. 

Three- and five-door Fiesta variants will 
deliver superior quality and refinement; 
feature a stylish new exterior and 
revolutionary interior design with more 
personalisation options than ever before. Ford 
has also further enhanced the Fiesta’s widely 
acclaimed fun to drive character. 

“It’s because we share our customers’ 
passion for Fiesta that we’ve been able to 
take this iconic small car’s lovable, fun and 
sporty-to-drive character to the next level, 
with a greater choice of models than ever 
and each with a distinctive personality,” said 
Steven Armstrong, Ford group vice president 
and president, Europe, Middle East & Africa. 
“We now have a Fiesta option for every driver, 
with advanced technologies and features 
that small-car customers could only have 
dreamed of just a few years ago.” 

Among an unprecedented range of Fiesta 
driver assistance features - supported by 
sensor technologies capable of monitoring 
up to 130 metres ahead - is an enhanced 
Pedestrian Detection system that for the first 


time can help prevent collisions at night; and 
the first Ford Active Park Assist system that 
can deliver brake interventions to prevent low- 
speed bumps when parking hands-free. 

Fiesta is also the first Ford vehicle to feature 
a premium B&O PLAY Sound System, and for 
the first time offers an openable panoramic 
glass roof. 

The Fiesta’s sophisticated SYNC 3 
communications and entertainment system 
is supported by floating high-definition 
touchscreens up to eight inches in size, and 
a spacious and ergonomic interior features 
almost 50 per cent fewer centre console 
buttons for a more intuitive environment. 

Cutting-edge powertrains include Ford’s 
multi-award winning 1.0-litre EcoBoost petrol 
engine offering up to MOPS, and a 1.5-litre 
TDCi diesel offering 120PS - the first high- 
power diesel Fiesta powertrain. An all-new 
six-speed transmission with innovative friction 
reduction technologies helps deliver C02 
emissions from 82g/km, and fuel efficiency of 
up to 88.3mpg. 

The most comprehensive Fiesta range ever 
meets growing consumer demand for greater 
choice and improved quality within the small 
car segment. 

The all-new Fiesta will for the first time be 
offered as a luxurious Ford Fiesta Vignale 
model - part of the Ford Vignale upscale 
product and ownership experience. The 
Fiesta Vignale offers unique 18-inch alloy 
wheel designs, exclusive exterior detailing 
and colours, and hexagonal-quilted, tuxedo- 
stitched leather seats. 

Ford last year introduced for the first time 
a new range of ST-Line models that deliver 
exterior and interior styling inspired by Ford 
Performance models alongside powerful Ford 
EcoBoost petrol and TDCi diesel engines. 


The ST-Line range has been popular with 
customers who aspire to the sporty image 
of Ford’s ST models, but do not require the 
full performance delivered by optimised ST 
engines and chassis with sports technologies. 

The Fiesta ST-Line features sporty exterior 
styling including unique alloy wheel, grille, 
front and rear bumper and side-skirt designs. 
The interior features sports seats, alloy pedals 
and a flat-bottomed steering wheel, while the 


driving experience is enhanced with sports 
suspension. 

The stylish Fiesta Titanium is indicative of 
the high specification and quality that will be 
delivered to Fiesta customers across Europe. 
Higher specification Ford models accounted 
for 59 per cent of passenger car sales in 2016, 
growing to 65 per cent in the first four months 
of 2017. 

“Small cars accounted for more than 20 


per cent of all the cars sold in Europe last 
year, and in the first quarter of this year sales 
in the segment were up almost 10 per cent 
year-over-year,” said Roelantde Waard, 

Ford Marketing, sales and service vice 
president. “Ford now offers greater choice for 
customers in the small car segment, providing 
exceptional value with the new KA+, while 
delivering an all-new Fiesta family of highly 
engaging, personalised models.” 



67 HEAVEN! 

Order your New Ford now 
for September Delivery 


EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
ON NEW FORD FIESTA 

UNIQUELY AVAILABLE AT HILLS FORD 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

ON SELECTED BRAND NEW FORD MODELS* 


BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO SEE THE NEW FORD GT! 

IT’S AT OUR SHOWROOM NEXT TO THE ORIGINAL FORD GT 
FOR ONE DAY ONLY - THURSDAY 17TH AUGUST - DON’T MISS IT! 




(ME 


FORD 


Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB 

01562 549853 

hillsford.co.uk QUO 


169-171 Newtown Road, Malvern WR141PJ 

01684 212427 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the All-New Fiesta range are: urban 40.9-80.7 (6.9-B.5), extra urban 67.3-94.2 (4.2-3.0), combined 54.3-88.3 (5.2-3.2). Official C02 emissions 118-82g/km. The mpg figures quoted are 
sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

*Test drive a Ford vehicle between the 1st July and 31st of August 2017 and receive an additional £500 customer saving (including VAT) off the Recommended On The Road price of selected new Ford cars or £500 customer saving (excluding VAT) off the Recommended Retail Price of any new Ford Commercial Vehicle, that are contracted and registered between 1st July and 31st 
August 2017. Promotion at Hills Ford. Promotion available to Retail, Privilege, Ambassador and eligible Fleet customers only. The £500 Customer Saving is in addition to all other existing promotions. "0% APR Representative finance offer excludes KA+ and Fiesta and subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Exclusions apply. Ford Credit Finance Abbott House, Everard 
Close, St Albans AL12RW. MTCR Marketing LTD Trading as Hills Ford is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Our Dealership introduces customers to a limited number of finance providers including Ford Credit Finance. We may receive a commission from the finance provider for the introduction. Offers not available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers. Vehicle 
price includes first registration fee and 12 months’ road fund licence. Information correct at time of going to print. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only Retail only. Details correct at time of going to print. Subject to availability. Contact us for full terms and conditions. E&OE. 
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“MOTORING 


Caravan and M 
Club celebrates 



The winning team at AEG Motorhomes in Stourbridge 

Award-winning dealership 


lotorhome 
110 years 



Park up and enjoy views over the coastline 


AEG Motorhomes in Stourbridge is 
an award-winner. 

The company is the Swift Dealer of 
the Year 2017. 

“In 2010, our MD, Jason Pickerill 
introduced the Swift motorhome 
franchise to the All Electric Garages 
Group,” said a spokesman. 

“As a child Jason enjoyed many 
family holidays venturing around 
the UK coast in his family’s Swift 
caravan. Jason and his wife Beverly 
(who also works for AEG) also 
enjoyed many family holidays in their 
Swift caravan and motorhome with 
their two daughters. So when the 
opportunity came along to buy and 


sell motorhomes within a company for 
who he had worked for over 25 years, 
Jason was very excited for this new 
adventure. 

“The business began to grow 
organically and then really started 
to evolve when the company moved 
to our large facility in Stourbridge in 
2012. Fast forward five years later, and 
we are proud to announce that AEG 
Motorhomes has won Swift Dealer of 
the Year 2017! 

“An achievement we are most proud 
of, as it highlights that not only hard 
work and dedication provides results, 
but success also demands a profound 
passion in the product and trust in the 


team around you. Well done to the 
AEG Team, this award proves that we 
are the best in the business for buying, 
selling and repairing motorhomes. 
From small mechanical repairs to 
major services, including caravan/ 
motorhome habitation servicing - 
there’s simply nothing we can’t do! 

For all your motorhome requirements 
please get in touch with our team, 
including our new general manager, 
Mike Shuttleworth, sales manager, 

Lee Jinks, and aftersales manager Phil 
Bayley.” 

For more details view the latest 
offers, and all other information online 
at www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


The Caravan and Motorhome Club 
(formerly known as The Caravan 
Club) this year celebrates 110 
years of inspiring people to get out 
on the open road in a caravan or 
motorhome and have adventures in 
the UK and abroad. 

Founded in 1907 with a handful 
of members, the club has always 
aimed to bring people with a sense 
of adventure together and increase 
the popularity of touring holidays. The 
club may have evolved into Europe’s 
biggest touring organisation overtime, 
but those vital founding values are still 
very much at its heart. 

Offering great value membership and 
representing more than one million 
caravan, motorhome and trailer tent 
users, the club operates the largest 
privately owned network of quality 
sites in the UK with a choice of some 
3,000 destinations together with 
European and worldwide holidays. 

The club was set up by J Harris 
Stone in London in 1907. Stone wanted 
to revitalise caravanning holidays as a 
popular pastime, taking his inspiration 
from the first purpose-built touring 
caravan, The Wanderer. 

The club was built on the core values 
of bringing together people interested 
in ‘vans as a pastime’, improving and 
supplying suitable vans, arranging 
camping groups and preserving 
the pastime by publishing lists of 
campsites and books for its members. 

The club has witnessed many 


changes through its history. From 
the 1920s when the car replaced the 
horse, to caravans being enlisted to 
play their part in World War Two in the 
1940s, it wasn’t until the 1950s that 
British Caravanning really took off as 
a popular holiday choice. HRH Prince 
Philip has been the club’s patron since 
1952. 

The club rebranded as the Caravan 
and Motorhome Club in February this 
year, acknowledging that fact that 40 
per cent of its more than one million 
members are now motorhomers. For 
just £49 a year, members receive full 
access to club sites across the UK 
and abroad, and can enjoy savings on 
great days out, an extensive range of 


discounts, member offers and tailor- 
made insurance. 

As the Caravan and Motorhome Club 
has developed, so has its adventurous 
side. The club now offers members 
the chance stay in a caravan or 
motorhome on any type of holiday 
with sites located near ski resorts, 
near the beach or even at the top of a 
mountain. 

Over 30 of the UK’s most popular 
beaches have a club site nearby. The 
club has affiliate sites worldwide from 
the Emerald Isle to the mountains 
Austria. For those looking for some 
sunny adventures, sites on the Algarve 
or the Spanish coastline are in perfect 
locations to catch some rays. 



AEG MOTORHOME AWARDED 
SWIFT DEALERSHIP 
OF THE YEAR 2017 
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WE BUY 
QUALITY USED 
MOTORHOMES 
FOR CASH 
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Facebookiaegmotorhomes 
Web: www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 

AEG MOTORHOMES 
Birmingham Street, Stourbridge. DY8 1JE 




t I 














































ADVERTISEMENT 


New Pancholi Fine Dine Indian Restaurant 
opened in June on Brierley Hill High Street. 


Offering Dine in as well as takeaway 
/delivery service. When first entering 
the restaurant you instantly get a 
warm welcome and staff can’t do 
enough for you. Service is second to 
none and that’s before you even get to 
the food. 

The restaurant itself is very appealing to 
the eye with lovely decor and nice little 
touches that make your visit that little 
more exceptional and makes it stand out 
from the rest. The food portions are a lot 
bigger than what you will be used to in 
your standard restaurants and all food is 
served on a plate which is great instead 
of trying to eat out of the normal small 
bowls you get served. The standard of 
the food is excellent with the quality and 
taste to match. Overall the experience 
from beginning to end was fantastic even 
giving you the food you didn’t manage to 


finish in a tub to take home with you. So 
while they have this fantastic discount on 
take full advantage of it and get yourself 



I BRAND NEW RESTAURANT NOW OPENl 


TcmcfioCi 


To book your table 
call 07814 861847 


20% off Food Bill Eating in only 

Bookings advised to avoid disappointment 

01384 48244 / 07814 861847 
Very competitive prices for impeccable food 


Free function room available 


Open 7 days: 5pm till late. Including Bank Holidays 

44 High Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 3AE • 
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A fter working so hard to 

establish herself on Strictly 
Come Dancing, leaving 
was the hardest thing. 
Natalie Lowe said a fond 
farewell earlier this year, 
following her partnership with Olympic 
long jump champion Greg Rutherford, 
after seven happy series. 

She’d also featured on Dancing With The Stars, in her 
native Australia, and knew it was time to go. 

The muscular blonde dancer says: “I spoke to a very 
good friend of mine about wanting to leave the show. 

I really felt like this was the year that I had to make the 
difficult decision of leaving. 

“My friend asked me what I wanted to do and I told 
him there were lots of exciting things in the future that I 
wanted to tackle.” 

Decision made, she set about working out her future. 
She planned to put her feet up for a few months then 
focus on a show she was producing at the end of the 
year. Her friend wasn’t so sure. 

“He had an idea. He was producing a show that he 
wanted me to be involved in. I said absolutely not. I told 
him that I was 99.9 per cent sure it would be a no. But he 
was persuasive and said the show, Rip It Up, was based 
in the 1950s. He’d seen a version and wanted to include 
dance in it. 

“At first, I was sure I wouldn’t do it but by the end of the 
conversation I was sure I would. I love that era and that 
music. I am a massive Elvis Presley fan. My mum and 
dad used to talk about going to dance nights on a Friday 
nights and leaving their house open and their car door 
open. It was a different world. I thought this would be the 
only chance that I could relive the era that I’m so fond of.” 

Before she knew it, Natalie had signed on the dotted 
line and agreed to star alongside Strictly Come Dancing 
champions Louis Smith MBE and Jay McGuiness in Rip 
It Up. 

Rip It Up promises to bring the fabulous soundtrack of 
the 1950’s to life in an explosion of song and dance that 
will see Natalie, Jay and Louis swing, bop, jitterbug, lindy 
hop, jive and ballroom their way through the greatest 
songs from the greatest decade of music; from romantic 
ballads and crooner classics to many of the era’s defining 
pop and rock’n’roll hits. 

AMAZING 

She was drawn to the production by the chance to work 
with Louis and Jay. 

“Louis is already a good friend, after winning the 
show with Flavia. And Jay did that amazing dance with 
Aliona. So I thought the three of us would be an amazing 
combination. 

“I love being on tour and the fact that we go to London 
Palladium is great. The whole show will be epic and 
amazing and full-on. There’s lots of jives and full-on 
dances.” 

Natalie has spent much of her life on the road. She was 
with a touring show for five years, dancing around the 
world. “It never really ended. That was our job, day in and 
day out. We would do it for eight months of the year and I 
loved it. So if I can survive that, I can do anything. 

“Taking two months out of my life to do something that 
I love with a passion is a privilege. I’m so excited to be 
dancing - I’m definitely not hanging the towel up.” 

Moving on so quickly and starring in theatres 
throughout autumn means she won’t have time to miss 
Strictly. “It’ll soften the blow. If I wasn’t working, I’d be 
there in front of the TV with the Kleenex, weeping. 

“But I think you can get too safe, too samey in your 
world. Something inside me wants to do more, and 
not just dance. I’ve been wanting to start up my own 
company for about 10 years. I’ve got other interests 
outside of dance. I’m not going to go and start playing 
baseball. But I want to develop new projects and be 
creative. 

“I loved Strictly. It’s the most amazing show in the 


whole wide world. But now I need to start challenging 
myself as a choreographer, director, producer - I need to 
start bringing shows to life without necessarily being in 
them.” 

Natalie says the reaction from the public is one of the 
most exciting experiences of Strictly - though she seldom 
realised how popular the show was until the end of each 
series. While filming was taking place, she was too busy 
working to notice. 

“You live, breathe, sleep and dance Strictly. You are 
up from August until the end of the year. In August, it’s 
a whole month of professional routines to get the show 
looking as amazing as possible. Then we have three 
weeks with our celebrity after the launch. So we’ve done 
two-and-a-half months before it comes to life. 

“Then we’re dancing with our partners six to 10 hours 
a day. We’ll come home, research music or have to do a 
solo performance. On average, I’d work a 14-16-hour day. 

I lived on four to six hours sleep per night during Strictly. 


You have to and you need to if you want to do well. That’s 
the sacrifice you have to make. You have to come up with 
ideas and storyboards. You have to think about lighting, 
costume, music and what feels right. Then you have to 
teach a celebrity. Then there’s interviews. But the public 
- you don’t realise how much they are loving you. It’s just 
home, studio, BBC, studio, home.” 

“It’s been the most amazing, educational journey of 
my whole, entire career. We start really good friends and 
always bump into each other. 

She remains in touch with the guys she danced with 
and believes they’re all incredible in different ways. 

“But it’s time to move on.” It’s time to Rip It Up. 

• Natalie brings her new show to Birmingham 
Symphony Hall on September 19; Aston Hall in Wrexham 
on September 21; and Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury on 
September 22. Tickets still on sale 
• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 












Picket line with Shane, played 
by Ash Matthews 



Brassed Off - but the 
Grand is anything but 


FOR the first time in almost 40 years, the 
Grand Theatre will produce a full-scale 
production in house. And it is proving an 
exciting time for the Wolverhampton theatre. 

Jeffrey Holland will play ex-miner and veteran 
conductor of Grimley Band, Danny in Brassed Off, 
from Wednesday August 23-Saturday, September 2. 

Other casting includes Christopher Connel who 
will play Phil, Miriam Grace Edwards as Sandra, Ash 
Matthews as Shane, Clara Darcy as Gloria and Eddy 
Massarella will play Andy. 

They will be joined by local actors Tim Jones as 
Harry, Greg Yates as Jim, Susie Wilcox as Vera and 
Donna Heaslip as Rita. Sharing the role of Craig will 
be Henry Hart, Samuel Allen Cooper and Alexander 
Hogg. Sharing the role of Melody will be Lydia Hart, 
Mollie Cotterill and Catherine Richmond-Maud. 


Grand Theatre Press & PR Manager Scott Bird said, 
“Meeting our cast for the first time was a very special 
moment. We’re all working towards a new chapter in 
Grand Theatre history. 

“The opportunity to produce our own drama 
production and have incredibly talented local actors 
and band members working with well-respected 
professional actors will no doubt create something 
very unique.” 

Jeffrey Holland (Danny) is probably best known 
for his portrayal of Spike in BBC TV’s Hi-De-Hi, the 
stuffy footman ‘James Twelvetrees’ in all four series 
of the hugely successful You Rang M’Lord? and 
more recently as Mr Cecil Parkin the stationmaster in 
Oh, Dr. Beeching! Born in Walsall Jeffrey trained in 
Birmingham and began his career with four and a half 
years in repertory at the Belgrade Theatre, Coventry 
where he eventually finished up as leading character 

man. His theatre work is extensive 
and includes seasons at the 
Chichester Festival Theatre and 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Brassed Off is written by 
Paul Allen, adapted from the 
screenplay by Mark Herman. 

It’s 1994; and Danny’s lifelong 
ambition to lead Grimley Colliery 
Band to the National Brass Band 
Competition at the Royal Albert 
Hall looks like it might finally 
happen. But as Grimley pit faces 
closure, the future looks bleak as 
the town is thrown into conflict. 

HOPE 

Flugelhorn player Gloria 
arrives in town bringing with her 
a renewed sense of hope and a 
touch of romance, but no-one 
knows who she’s really playing 
for... 

Brassed Off is produced by 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre in 
association with talking Scarlet. It 
will be directed by Gareth Tudor 
Price, formerly Artistic Director 
of Hull Truck Theatre. Set and 
costume design is by John 
Brooking. Lighting design for the 
production is by Anthony Aston. 

The first drama to be produced 
by the theatre will feature a 
community cast who will appear 
in a variety of speaking and non¬ 
speaking roles alongside high- 
profile professional actors. 

There will also be a full brass 
band who will form an integral 
part of the production. 



Tuesday 22nd August 

AN EVENING WITH 

DAVE WILLIAMS 
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Premier 

Now serving 
Coors Light on tap 



Brierley Hill Road, Words ley, Stourbridge, DY8 6SP 07930 473482 


www.samsonandlion.co.uk 


Commercial Feature 


CANAL SIDE RETREAT 


S ituated in an idyllic pocket of Stourbridge by 
the canal, our traditional, unspoilt 19th century 
public house welcomes families, musicians, 
boaters, walkers, cyclists and fishermen alike. 

Amicably known as the ‘Sammy’, the pub is a 
popular setting equally for passer-bys and the locals. 
Boasting the most fearsome landlady in 1840, and her 
rival ‘She who must be obeyed’ in the form of Sheila, 
the present licensee, the team will ensure that you 
enjoy your time with us. 

If you’re just looking for a bite to eat, we have 
a selection of bar snacks available which can be 
washed down with a beer, wine, cider or spirit of your 
choice in a beautiful location. Remember us if you’re 
hosting a party, we have a function room ready and 
waiting. Just ask us for further information regarding 
catering and disco hire; we have plenty of contacts to 
help get the party in full swing! 



UPVC CLEANING SPECIALISTS 


UPVC Conservatory interior & exterior valet UPVC Windows/Doors professionally cleaned UPVC Cladding cleaned Car ports 
cleaned UPVC Fascia & soffit boards cleaned UPVC Porches cleaned • Blocked guttering cleared • External guttering cleaned 
Block paving & driveway / slabs cleaned Caravan and Mobile Home Cleaning Solar Panel Cleaning Building Work Clean 




Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9LS. 


FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 
www.rydaleservices.co.uk 



So, whether you’re looking for somewhere to meet 
with family and friends, have a bite to eat, enjoy some 
live music or challenge yourself with a classic pub 
quiz, the Samson and Lion has something to offer 
everyone. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 


A member of the Rydale Group 
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SATURDAY’S TV AUGUST 12 



Performance Live - Flood: To 
The Sea 
(BBC2,10pm) 

A chance to see a performance 
of the ground-breaking drama 
To the Sea, the third instalment 
of James Phillips' epic four-part 
multimedia narrative Flood, 
which explores what might 
happen if England was 
destroyed by a global flood. 
Serving as a post-apocalyptic 
re-imagining of the flood myth 
found in Judeo-Christian 
scripture. Tonight's third 
installment asks a simple 
question: what if the masses of 
refugees, frequently seen on 
news broadcasts fleeing scenes 
of devastation, had English 
accents? 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.30 World Athletics 
Championships 2017. Gabby Logan 
presents coverage of the morning 
session on day nine at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park, including the men’s and women’s 
4x100m heats. Coverage continues on 
BBC2. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

2.15 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 
Final Score. 5.20 BBC News. 5.30 
Regional Programme. 5.40 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the ninth and 
penultimate evening at The 
London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, where Mo 
Farah and Usain Bolt are set to 
make their final track appearances 
in the 5,000m and 4x100m finals 
respectively, hoping to add 
another gold each to their 
incredible medal tallies. The 
decathlon also concludes with the 
javelin and 1500m, and finals take 
place in the women’s high jump, 
100m hurdles and 4x100m, and 
men’s javelin. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents action from the opening 
round of Premier League fixtures, 
including Watford v Liverpool, 
Chelsea v Burnley and Brighton & 
Hove Albion v Manchester City. 
Liverpool defeated the Hornets 1-0 
in last season’s corresponding 
fixture thanks to Em re Can’s Match 
of the Day Goal of the Season- 
winner and will have expected 
another tough encounter. 
Meanwhile, Chelsea will have 
expected to get their title-defence 
off to a winning start and newly 
promoted Brighton faced a difficult 
task against Pep Guardiola’s 
expensively assembled side. 

12.00 Film: Buried. (2010) An American 
truck driver working in Iraq is kidnapped 
by guerrillas, who seal him in a wooden 
box and bury it in the desert. Discovering 
his cell phone has been left in the box 
with him, he uses this fragile link to the 
outside world to try to get help - but his 
supply of air is running low and even he 
does not know where he is. Thriller, 
starring Ryan Reynolds. 1.35 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 1.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.30 Film: Escapade in Japan. (1957) 
8.00 Film: Little Women. (1949) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen. 11.30 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.00 World Athletics 
Championships 2017. Further coverage 
of the opening session on day nine. 

12.30 Nigel and Adam’s Farm Kitchen. 

(R) 1.30 James Stewart: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 2.20 Film: The Philadelphia 
Story. (1940) Romantic comedy, starring 
Katharine Hepburn and Cary Grant. 4.10 
Only Connect. (R) 4.40 Gardeners’ 

World. (R) 5.40 The Sweet Makers: A 
Georgian Treat. (R) 

6.40 lolo’s Great Welsh Parks. New 
series, lolo Williams explores 
Great Orme Country Park in 
Llandudno. 

7.10 Proms Extra. As the Proms 
season crosses its halfway point, 
Katie Derham turns her attention 
to the National Youth Orchestra of 
Great Britain, which performed 
Thomas Ades’ Polaris as part of 
Prom 28 last weekend. She also 
revisits yesterday’s Prom 35, in 
which conductor John Wilson led 
his own ensemble in a rendition of 
Oklahoma!, by Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Richard 
Rodgers. Plus, David Owen Norris 
returns with Chord of the Week. 
7.50 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
is determined that all his men 
should be well-shod and have 
battle-worthy feet, so he starts a 
regimen involving lengthy route 
marches. (R) 

8.20 Film: Alice in Wonderland. 

(2010) A 19-year-old Alice returns 
to the magical land, having 
forgotten her previous adventures. 
She finds the tyrannical Red 
Queen has begun a reign of terror 
that can only be ended by slaying 
the monstrous Jabberwocky - a 
task she is seemingly destined to 
attempt. Tim Burton’s fantasy 
adventure based on Lewis Carroll’s 
novels, starring Mia Wasikowska, 
Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham 
Carter and Anne Hathaway. 

10.00 Performance Live - Flood: To the 
Sea. 

10.30Golf: USPGA Championship. 

Eilidh Barbour presents live 
coverage of the closing stages of 
day three at the fourth and final 
Major of the year, held at Quail 
Hollow Club in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

12.15 Film: The Way. (2010) 2.15This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R)7.25 Mr Bean:The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.40 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R)8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. (R) 
10.20 Gok’s Lunchbox. (R) 11.20 1000 
Heartbeats. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 

Weather. 12.25 Catchphrase. (R) 1.10 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 3.10 Film: 

Uncle Buck. (1989) Family comedy, 
starring John Candy. 5.00 Little Big 
Shots USA. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! Finest. 

Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including a mustard¬ 
swallowing challenge that 
backfires and a teenager who finds 
a cockroach in his dinner. (R) 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

8.00 Joanna Lumley-Elvis and Me. 
The actress goes on a personal 
journey to discover more about 
Elvis, travelling to his birthplace 
and meeting Priscilla Presley to 
gain an insight into the man 
behind the myth. (R) 

9.00 The Nation’s Favourite Elvis 
Song. A countdown of the King’s 
20 greatest hits, from Heartbreak 
Hotel to Hound Dog, It’s Now or 
Never to Jailhouse Rock, as voted 
for by the British public. The 
programme, narrated by Zoe Ball, 
features archive footage and home 
movies, and contributions by 
different generations of stars who 
have been influenced by him, 
including Michael Buble, Cliff 
Richard, Cerys Matthews and 
Engelbert Humperdinck. (R) 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Tomorrow Never Dies. 

(1997) James Bond battles to stop 
a media mogul’s plan to start a war 
between Britain and China. Spy 
adventure, starring Pierce 
Brosnan. 

1.00 Jackpot247. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Adventure and Trail Running: UK 
Challenge. 6.40 Mobil 1 The Grid. 7.05 
British GT Championship. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 12.50 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 1.20 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 
3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, 
Little House. 5.35 Kirstie and Phil’s Love 
It or List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
and Alex Langlands investigate 
Merseyside’s coastal archaeology. 
They explore a beach full of rubble 
from the Second World War and 
discover evidence of people and 
animals dating back for 7000 
years. (R) 

8.00 Paul O’Grady’s Hollywood. The 

TV presenter continues his 
comprehensive exploration of the 
bombastic side of Hollywood, this 
time turning his attention to 
musical numbers that have 
elevated the popularity of their 
respective films. Over the years, 
Tinseltown musicals have touched 
on a wide variety of cinematic 
genres, from the family-friendly 
fantasies to urban dance and even 
more macabre territory via The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. Here, 
Paul revisits Mary Poppins’ 
tongue-twisting 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, 
Pinball Wizard from Tommy, and a 
variety of numbers from Fame and 
Flashdance. He also sheds light on 
how Disney animation studios are 
keeping the musical genre alive, 
with blockbuster hits such as 
Frozen, which came complete with 
its own Oscar-winning girl-power 
anthem Let It Go. Includes 
contributions by Jonathan Ross, 
Celine Dion, Maureen Lipman and 
more. The concluding part can be 
seen on More4 tomorrow at 9pm. 
9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Action thriller 
sequel, starring Bruce Willis, 

Helen Mirren and John Malkovich. 

11.15 Film: Let’s Be Cops. (2014) 
Premiere. Comedy, starring Jake 
Johnson and Damon Wayans Jr. 

1.10 Eden: Paradise Lost. (R) 2.05 The 
Last Leg. (R)3.00 Hollyoaks. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.30 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Budgies Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.50 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 2.45 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 3.45 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 4.40 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

5.40 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 

6.35 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. A Devon woman spends a 
night in the cells after a dispute 
with a neighbour who happens to 
be a policeman, while a York man 
gets an unexpected soaking after 
an argument. (R) 

7.30 The Adele Story. Documentary 
charting the remarkable career 
trajectory of Adele Adkins, the pop 
and soul singer who rose from 
humble beginnings in Tottenham 
to become one of the biggest stars 
of the modern music industry. 

Now popular enough to warrant 
going by her forename only, 

Adele’s interest in music was 
encouraged by her mother from an 
early age. Winning a place at the 
Brit School in Croydon, Adele first 
shot into the public eye when her 
friend uploaded a demo to 
MySpace in 2006, and by the time 
she graduated, the singer had 
already secured a record deal. 
What followed were three hugely 
successful albums, 19,21 and 25, 
each of which surpassed the last in 
terms of critical acclaim and sales 
figures. Adele also scored an 
Oscar in 2013 for her song Skyfall, 
which featured as the theme of the 
James Bond film of the same 
name. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the latest games in 
the Championship, which included 
Sheffield Wednesday v Queens 
Park Rangers, Leeds United v 
Preston North End and Hull City v 
Burton Albion. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, which 
included Blackburn Rovers v 
Doncaster Rovers and Plymouth 
Argyle v Charlton Athletic. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother, orders. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Manford v 
Keegan. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cat 8. (R) 4.40 
Lip Sync Battle UK: Manford v Keegan. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Brain with David Eagleman 8.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 9.00 1 Know 
Who You Are 11.40 Top of the Pops: 

1984 12.40 How Quizzing Got Cool: TV’s 
Brains of Britain 1.40 Howto Make a 
Number One Record 2.40 Britain’s 
Treasure Islands 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.55 Harry Hill’s 
Alien Fun Capsule 1.20 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold Yearbook 2.25 Film: Planet 
51 (2009)3.25 FYI Daily 3.30 Film: 

Planet 51 (2009) 4.15 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 5.20 FYI Daily 5.25 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 5.55 Film: A Bug’s Life (1998) 

6.55 FYI Daily 7.00 Film: A Bug’s Life 
(1998) 8.00 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 
The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 10.45 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 12.45 
Film: Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008) 

I. 45 FYI Daily 1.50 Film: Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall (2008) 2.45 Emma Willis: 
The Hot Desk 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.55 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 

12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Carry On 
Cruising (1962) 1.50 Wycliffe 3.00 Lewis 

4.55 Housewife, 49 7.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 
Law & Order: UK 1.55 Rising Damp 2.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

II. 00 BRDC Formula 3 Championship 
Highlights 12.00 Storage Wars 12.30 ITV 
Racing Live. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Ascot, Haydock Park and 
Newmarket. 4.30 Film: The Man from the 
Alamo (1953) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: 
The Man from the Alamo (1953) 6.10 
World Cup Rivalries: England v Argentina 

6.30 Storage Wars 7.00 World Series of 
Darts: Auckland 11.00 Film: Lock Up 
(1989) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Lock 
Up (1989) 1.15 Ironside 

E4 

11.35 Made in Chelsea: Ibiza 12.35 How 
I Met Your Mother 1.35 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.15 The Big 
Bang Theory 7.50 Film: Night atthe 
Museum (2006) 10.00 Film: The Host 
(2013) 12.25 Gogglebox 2.20 Rude Tube 

3.15 Tattoo Fixers 4.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.55 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Courage Mountain (1990) 1.00 Dr 
Dolittle (1998) 2.40 Dr Dolittle 2 (2001) 
4.20 Dr Dolittle 3 (2006) 6.10 Robin 
Hood (2010) 9.00 Riddick (2013) 11.20 
Zombieland (2009) 1.00 Wake in Fright 
(1971) 3.15 Close 


Reader 
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CHRISTMAS AT 


& BATH’S FESTIVE MARKET 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

Blenheim at Christmas is a marvel not to miss, and the 
after-dark landscape lights are an other-worldly delight. 
Join us for all this, plus a day at Bath’s Christmas Market 
along with return travel, hotel and English breakfast. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/ 
Wiltshire area hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace 
(value £24.90) 

2 days, by coach 

only £119 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge* 


*Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 
2 & 16 December 2017 


See Kew’s winter landscape at night as an enchanting 
Illuminated Trail of music and lights leads you round the 
Gardens as you have never seen them before... 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on 
Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£ 129 — 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 

at the Royal Albert Hall 



Departing Saturday 16 December 2017 


Take time out in the final countdown to Christmas to 
enjoy this candle-lit concert of popular carols, classical 
pieces and readings, all exquisitely staged in 18th-century 
costume. This great-value break also includes free time 
for last-minute gift shopping.. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Circle ticket (face value £26.47) for the Saturday 
evening performance of Carols by Candlelight 
(upgrades available) 

✓ Return coach transfer to the Royal Albert Hall 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

£149 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. °™gaHois @°megaHois omegaHois 


Oj 


in association with 




Quote Code: NUA254 



LONDON’S 

WINTER 

WONDERLAND 



Saturday departures, 

18 November & 16 December 2017 

London’s Hyde Park transforms this November and 
December into a dazzling spectacle of sparkle, with 
200+ Christmas Market stalls, ice rink, ice kingdom, 
circuses, Big Wheel, and even a cocktail bar made of ice. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 
only £99» 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 

































































Valkyrien 
(BBC2,10pm) 

New series. Norwegian drama 
about a surgeon who refuses to 
accept that his terminally ill wife 
cannot be saved, and takes 
matters into his own hands. 
With the aid of an unhinged 
former patient, he turns a 
disused bunker underneath an 
underground station into his 
own illegal clinic where he can 
treat his comatose wife himself. 
However, his search for an 
elusive cure requires money, so 
he resorts to treating people 
who cannot seek medical help 
through official channels, from 
refugees to criminal gangs. In 
Norwegian. Full series available 
online. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 Sunday 
Morning Live. 11.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Wanted 
Down Under. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 4.00 
Super Small Animals. (R) 5.00 Songs of 
Praise. 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani and Sean 
Fletcher present an episode 
exploring Dartmoor. Anita takes a 
trip along a trail that connects local 
artists and crafts people, meeting 
a blacksmith and learning to spin 
wool using traditional methods, 
while Sean investigates how 
unwanted Dartmoor pony foals 
that would normally be culled at 
birth can instead be used in 
therapy for people with learning 
difficulties. 

7.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art expert Philip Mould investigate 
the complex and controversial 
stories surrounding the origins of 
supposedly valuable works of art. 
(R) 

8.00 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
further coverage of the 10th and 
concluding evening at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, featuring the finals 
of four more events. Asbel Kibrop 
and Caster Semenya will be 
among the favourites in the 
respective men’s 1500m and 
women’s 800m finals, before 
attention switches to the men’s 
and women’s 4x400m relays, both 
of which Great Britain will be 
hopeful of winning medals in 
should they be involved. With 
commentary by Steve Cram, 
Brendan Foster, Andrew Cotter 
and Steve Backley, and analysis 
from Michael Johnson, Denise 
Lewis and Colin Jackson. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

II. 30 Brendan Foster: A Life in 

Athletics. An insight into the 
career of the broadcaster and 
former athlete, who won gold as a 
long distance runner at the 
European Championships and 
Commonwealth Games in the 
1970s. (R) 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.20 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.05 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.50 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.50 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Nadiya’s British Food Adventure. 
(R) 11.45 Lorraine’s Fast, Fresh and Easy 
Food. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 
World Athletics Championships 2017. 
Coverage of day 10. 4.30 Britain’s 
Ancient Capital: Secrets of Orkney. (R) 

5.30 Steve Backshall’s Extreme 
Mountain Challenge. (R) 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the 10th and 
concluding evening at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. Great Britain’s 
Robbie Grabarz and Laura Muir 
will hope to be involved in the 
respective high jump and 5,000m 
finals, and medals are also decided 
in the women’s discus. With 
commentary by Steve Cram, 
Brendan Foster, Andrew Cotter and 
Steve Backley, and analysis from 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis 
and Colin Jackson. Coverage 
continues on BBCl. 

8.00 Secrets of Silicon Valley. Parttwo 
of two. Jamie Bartlett investigates 
the impact of technology on 
democracy, revealing how aspects 
of social media designed to benefit 
the advertising industry by 
gathering personal data about 
users can be used to influence 
voters and spread misinformation. 
Featuring contributions from a key 
insider on Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign. 

9.00 North Korea: Murder in the 

Family. Documentary examining 
the murder of the North Korean 
dictator’s half-brother Kim Jong- 
nam at Kuala Lumpur airport. The 
programme examines the 
activities of North Korean secret 
agents at the airport on the day of 
the killing, and reports on a 
powerful international business 
network that has allowed the Kim 
dynasty to remain in power for 
nearly 70 years. 

10.00 Golf: USPGA Championship. 

Eilidh Barbour presents live 
coverage of the closing stages of 
day four at the fourth and final 
Major of the year, held at Quail 
Hollow Club in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Live coverage begins on 
the interactive service at 7.00pm. 

12.15 Film: The Body. (2012) 2.00 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.25 Long Lost Family. (R) 
11.25 Love Your Garden. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 1.00 Rebound. 

(R) 2.00 Women’s Rugby World Cup 
2017. England v Italy (Kick-off 2.30pm). 

4.45 Bear Grylls Survival School. (R) 

5.10 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 

6.10 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Melanie 
Sykes, Heather Small, Andrew 
Castle and Graeme Le Saux pit 
their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 1 . (2010) 
The dark lord Voldemort rises to 
ultimate power over the magical 
world, so the teenage wizard and 
his friends set out on a mission to 
find the magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing parts of the 
evil wizard’s soul that hold the key 
to destroying him. The first half of 
the two-part conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Ralph Fiennes, Emma 
Watson and Rupert Grint. 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
the UK’s biggest ever drugs bust 
and a robbery in a small Kent town 
in which £53million was stolen. 
Last in the series. (R) 

11.35 Take Me Out. An account manager 
from Leeds, a housing executive 
from Belfast, a professional BMX 
rider from Portsmouth and an IT 
manager from Exeter try to impress 
30 women and win a date. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 6.15 
Last Man Standing. 6.40 Last Man 
Standing. 7.05 Last Man Standing. 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 Film: Volcano. (1997) Disaster 
thriller, starring Tommy Lee Jones. 4.35 
A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 
5.35 Homes by the Med. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Night at the Museum: 

Secret of the Tomb. (2014) 
Premiere. Nightwatchman Larry 
notices that the living exhibits of 
his museum are behaving 
strangely. He discovers that the 
magical artefact that brings them 
to life is damaged, so he and his 
friends travel to London’s Natural 
History Museum to find a way to 
restore it. Fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller, Rebel Wilson 
and Robin Williams in his final film 
role. 

9.00 Valkyrien. New series. Norwegian 
drama about a surgeon who 
refuses to accept that his 
terminally ill wife cannot be saved, 
and takes matters into his own 
hands. With the aid of an unhinged 
former patient, he turns a disused 
bunker underneath an 
underground station into his own 
illegal clinic where he can treat his 
comatose wife himself. However, 
his search for an elusive cure 
requires money, so he resorts to 
treating people who cannot seek 
medical help through official 
channels, from refugees to 
criminal gangs. In Norwegian. Full 
series available online. 

10.00 Gogglebox: The Best Bits. The 
best and funniest moments from 
the recent series, including 
armchair TV reviews of Culinary 
Genius, Britain’s Got Talent, Line of 
Duty and Cruising with Jane 
McDonald. (R) 

11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Regular team captain Sean Lock 
and guest captain Sarah Millican 
are joined by Roisin Conaty and 
Rhod Gilbert, while David 
O’Doherty presides in Dictionary 
Corner. (R) 

12.05 Film: Ouija. (2014) 1.35 60 Days 
in Jail. (R) 2.30 Gillette World Sport. 

2.55 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.20 Mobil 1 
The Grid. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 

6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 
7.05 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.15 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.25 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.50 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.20 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.35 Floogals. (R) 

8.50 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.05 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.25 Football on 5: The Championship. 
(R) 11.25 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.55 Film: Haunted Honeymoon. 

(1986) 1.30 Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
2.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 3.00 
Disobedient Dogs Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 4.00 Dads Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. (R) 5.00 Brides Make You 
Laugh Out Loud.(R) 

6.00 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
Compilation of internet videos, 
including cats playing musical 
instruments, dressed in costumes 
and riding on vacuum cleaners. 
Narrated by lain Lee, with 
commentary by Susan Caiman. 

(R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Paul and Steve face a 
moral dilemma in south London, 
when they find out the tenant they 
have been instructed to evict is on 
his way to a funeral. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
east London, High Court 
Enforcement Agents Paul and Phil 
are involved in a brothel eviction, 
while in south Wales, Stewart and 
Elmore chase a debt owed by a 
working mum. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.05 Autopsy: Cory Monteith. The 

death of the Glee star. 

11.05 Film: The Boy Next Door. (2008) 

A novelist becomes the prime 
suspect when her next door 
neighbour is murdered, so decides 
to investigate the case herself. 
Thriller, with Dina Meyer and 
Woody Jeffreys. 

12.40 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cat 8. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2017 9.20 John Denver 
at Wembley Arena 10.00 The Sky at Night 

10.30 Black Roses: The Killing of Sophie 
Lancaster 11.15 Return to Betjemanland 

12.15 The Man Who Fought the Planners: 
The Story of Ian Nairn 1.15 Storyville: 
Russia’s Toughest Prison - The 
Condemned 2.35 How Quizzing Got Cool: 
TV’s Brains of Britain 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Ninja Warrior UK 12.50 Mr Bean 

I. 55 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.25 
Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium 
(2007) 3.25 FYI Daily 3.30 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

4.20 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 5.25 FYI 
Daily 5.30 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 6.15 
Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 7.15 FYI 
Daily 7.20 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 8.00 Film: Crazy, Stupid, Love 
(2011) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Crazy, 
Stupid, Love (201 1)10.20 Family Guy 

II. 50 American Dad! 1.15 The Cleveland 
Show 2.10 The Vamps: The Hot Desk 

2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.35 The Darling Buds of May 12.40 
Heidi 2.55 Wycliffe 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Law & Order: UK 12.00 Wire in the Blood 
2.00 Lewis 3.40 Sherlock Holmes: The 
Sign of Four 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. Round seven from 
Knockhill. 6.15 Hat-Trick Heroes 6.30 
Storage Wars 7.00 World Series of Darts: 
Auckland 11.00 Film: American History 
X (1998) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: 
American History X (1998) 1.25 BRDC 
Formula 3 Championship Highlights 2.30 
Tommy Cooper 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea: Ibiza 12.05 Film: 
Escape from Planet Earth (2013) 1.50 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.00 Kevin Can 
Wait 2.30 The Goldbergs 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Beautiful 
Creatures (2013) 10.25 Don’t Tell the 
Bride 11.30 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 

12.35 Body Fixers 1.40 Gogglebox 2.25 
Rude Tube 3.45 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 1.00 
Picture Perfect (1997) 3.00 Dragonball 
Evolution (2009) 4.40 Shrek (2001) 6.25 
The Way Back (2010) 9.00 The Heat 
(2013) 11.20 Vertigo (1958) 1.55 
Hitchcock/Truffaut (2015) 3.40 Close 


WHO DO YOU THINK 
DESERVES A GREAT 
BIG THANK YOU? 



ror? mss 


How to nominate 


THANK 

YCU 0 




If you know someone or a group of people who 
you think deserve to be considered for an award, 
simply complete the form opposite. For more 
information on each award category visit the 
website starthankyou.expressandstar.co.uk. 

If you’re not sure which category is the most 
suitable, don’t worry, the judges will decide 
where they best belong. 

Nominees should live or work in the Black 
Country or south Staffordshire, i.e. within the 
circulation area of the Express & Star. 

What happens next? 

A panel of judges will decide who goes through 
to the next round. The finalists, with a write¬ 
up about each of them, will be featured in 
the Express & Star and online. Readers can 
then vote for who they think deserves to win 
by cutting out special tokens printed in the 
paper which will appear from October 19 until 
November 18. The winner in each category will 
be the person with the most votes. 

The chosen finalists, along with selected guests, 
will be invited to an awards evening in the 
New Year, when the winners will be announced. 


Campaign sponsors 


E«pr***ASI*r 


Send your submission to: 

The Editor 

The Great Big Thank You Awards 
Express & Star 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES 

For details and to nominate online go to 

starthankyou.expressandstar.co.uk 

If you have any questions please call the 
promotions team on 01902 319360 

Closing date for entries is 12 noon, Monday, August 21, 2017. 
Proposers must be aged 18 or over. All nominees’ contact 
information must be on an official nomination form, either in 
print (and signed by the proposer) or online. You should tell your 
nominee that you are putting their name forward. If the nominee is 
under the age of 16, then you must inform their parent/guardian, 
whose signature will be required for the print form or if nominating 
online, selecting the tick box on the electronic form to indicate 
you have done so. Employees and their immediate relatives of 
the MNA group of companies and campaign sponsors are not 
permitted to nominate in their own category. Nominees should 
be living or working in the Black Country/south Staffordshire, 
reflecting the Express & Star circulation area. If making more than 
one nomination, please use separate forms. All proposers and 
nominees must be prepared to take part in any relevant publicity 
including photographic and video coverage in print and online. 
Information (excluding contact details) on the person you are 
nominating will be used in-paper and online. The winner of each 
category will receive a prize tailored to them. There is no cash or 
prize alternative. If there is a voting tie in any category, a judging 
panel will choose the outright winner. The Editor’s decision is final. 


IWDIVERKWPTOH 


Your details 


Your name:. 


NOMINATION FORM 


Your signature_ 


Address: . 


Postcode _ 
Email:_ 


Daytime phone no.:. 


Details of who you are nominating 


Nominee/group name: _ 


Their address: 


Postcode:. 
Email: _ 


Tell us a bit more about them, such as their 
hobbies, interests etc_ 


If the person(s) you are nominating is under the age 
of 16 then signature of their parent/guardian 


Their name_ 

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Please select one of the following categories: 


□ Ambassador of the Year 

□ Fresh Start Award 

□ Learner Award 

□ Volunteer of the Year 


□ Community Champion(s) 

□ Fundraiser of the Year 

□ Teacher of the Year 

□ Young Star Award 


Tell us in no more than 100 words why you think the 
person or group you are nominating deserves to win 
(alternatively, write your comments on a blank piece 

of A4 paper)_ 


Their daytime phone no.:_ 

What is your connection with this person/group? 
(e.g family, neighbour, helper etc) 


-Ji 


® & NatWest 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Heart of the Country, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The wife of a Wall Street stockbroker finds her 
glamorous existence brought crashing to a halt when 
her husband is imprisoned for fraud. Forced to return 
to rural North Carolina where she grew up, she 
attempts to make peace with her estranged father and 
deal with unresolved issues surrounding the death of 
her mother. Drama, starring Jana Kramer and Gerald 
McRaney. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

I Didn’t Kill My Sister, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Heather works as an assistant to her news presenter 
sister Carmen but never seems to get a break of her 
own. Nevertheless she is there to pick up the pieces 
when the more successful sibling’s marriage breaks 
down - only to be accused of murder when Carmen is 
found dead. Thriller, starring Nicholle Tom, Gina 
Holden and Chris William Martin. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Baby Sellers, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The owner of an adoption agency maintains a 
respectable reputation, while secretly the children she 
provides to desperate clients are obtained by illegal 
means. A customs agent develops suspicions about 
the criminal network behind the trade in kidnapped 
infants and tries to expose the scandal. Crime drama, 
starring Jennifer Finnigan and Kirstie Alley. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

After All These Years, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman learns her husband intends to leave her for 
another woman shortly before their wedding 
anniversary. She goes on the run after becoming a 
suspect when he is found murdered, intending to 
identify the real killer with the aid of her friends and an 
old flame. Mystery, starring Wendie Malick and 
Gregory Harrison. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

The Client, BBC1,11.05pm 

A boy with information about a politician’s 
disappearance hires a lawyer to protect him from the 
Mafia. Courtroom thriller, starring Susan Sarandon, 
Tommy Lee Jones and Brad Renfro. (1994) 


Celebrities hope to serve up 



a tasty treat in new series 


T he BBC may have lost The 
Great British Bake Off to 
Channel 4, but it clearly hasn’t 
lost its appetite for cooking 
competitions. 

This week alone sees the launch 
of The Big Family Cooking 
Showdown on BBC2 and a new 
series of Celebrity MasterChef. And 
it’s clear that the nation’s famous 
faces also still love a culinary 
contest, as an impressive number of 
them have signed up to have their 
dishes judged by John Torode and 
Gregg Wallace. 

Among the stars lined up to 
compete are Olympic swimmer 
Rebecca Adlington, Citizen Khan 
actor and comedian Abdullah Afzal 
and Gogglebox’s woman of the 
cloth, the Rev Kate Bottley. 

There’s also singer and actress 
Patti Boulaye, Coronation Street and 
Gimme, Gimme, Gimme actor Brian 
Bovell, and Outnumbered’s Tyger 
Drew-Honey, who is now all grown 
up and able to make his own tea. 

Future weeks will see 
appearances from opera singer 


Lesley Garrett, Radio 1 presenter 
Dev Griffin, Blue Peter co-host 
Barney Harwood and Union J pop 
star Jaymi Hensley, as well as TV 
personality Ulrika Jonsson, radio 
and TV journalist Aasmah Mir, Harry 
Potter actor Nick Moran and S Club 
7 veteran Rachel Stevens. There’s 
also radio presenter Debbie McGee, 
a name many viewers of a certain 
age still can’t hear without mentally 
adding ‘the lovely’ to it. 

It’s a decent line up, as BBC 
commissioning editor Carla-Maria 
Lawson confirms: “Celebrity 
MasterChef is an astonishing test of 
culinary ability from people who are 
not recognised for their talents in 
the kitchen. Every year we are 
blown away by celebrity’s 
gastronomic prowess and this year 
doesn’t disappoint. 

“The line-up is one of the 
strongest we have ever seen and 
we hope it will entertain and 
tantalise viewers in equal measure.” 

However, there’s a name in the 
first episode that some viewers may 
struggle to recognise - Jim Moir. 
You’ll definitely know the face 


though, as he’s the comedian and 
actor better known as Vic Reeves. 

He’s joined in the first episode by 
TV presenter Angellica Bell, seven¬ 
time snooker world champion 
Stephen Hendry, presenter Julia 
Somerville and French tennis 
legend Henri Leconte. 

Their first challenge is the Mystery 
Box, as they are given a variety of 
ingredients, including lamb loin, 
goats cheese, butternut squash and 
rhubarb, and challenged to create 
one dish from scratch in just an hour. 

Once that’s over with, the 
celebrities are split into two groups 
for their first experience of cooking 
in a professional kitchen for paying 
customers. The men head to Aster, 
which is heavily influenced by 
Nordic and French cuisine, while 
Angellica and Julia are sent to 
Temper. But can they keep up a 
united front as they try to keep on 
top of the orders? 

Finally for this episode, the celebs 
return to MasterChef HQ to prepare 
a two-course menu of their own 
design in just one hour. 



Celebrity MasterChef, Wednesday, BBC1,8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Child Genius 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Richard Osman returns with the competition to find 
the nation’s brightest child, with 20 of the country’s 
cleverest eight to 12-year-olds - and their parents - 
battling it out for the title. Broadcast over six 
consecutive evenings, the contest opens with the 
demanding Spelling and complex Linguistic Memory 
rounds - testing the participants on their recall of the 
Latin and Greek-derived scientific names of 60 fruit 
and vegetables, with three kids having to leave the 
tournament after these two challenges. 

TUESDAY 
Quacks 
BBC2,10pm 

It’s over a year since the BBC announced that 
filming would be starting on Quacks, a sitcom set in 
the medical world of the 1840s. Will it prove to be 
worth the wait? Well, let’s hope so. The six-part 
series focuses on a group of doctors whose 
profession is in its infancy - they are as likely to kill 
their patients as they are to cure them, and they 
experimented on each other as well as themselves. 
What’s more, operating theatres were just that - 
open to all who wanted to watch the often 
flamboyant surgeons at work as they tried out 



potentially revolutionary, not to mention gory, 
procedures. Mathew Baynton heads the cast as a 
fledgling psychiatrist. Others involved include Rory 
Kinnear (as an arrogant surgeon), and Lydia 
Leonard as a headstrong social campaigner. 
Rupert Everett has been lined up to guest star. 

WEDNESDAY 
Saving Lives at Sea 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. The story of the volunteer lifeboat 
crews and lifeguards of the RNLI who rescue 
thousands of people and save hundreds of lives 
around our coastline and on the River Thames 
every year. In the first episode, a father and 
daughter find themselves treading water 
for almost an hour hundreds of metres 
out at sea, and three fishermen swim 
for their lives as their trawler is 
smashed onto rocks in Ireland. 

Elsewhere in London, an unlucky 
tourist is minutes from hypothermia 
after falling into the Thames. 

THURSDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1,8pm 

Lulu has always wanted to get to 


the bottom of a family mystery. She knows that her 
mother, the middle child of seven, was the only one 
to be given up by her birth parents and raised by 
another family. But she has no idea why. Travelling 
home to Glasgow, she uncovers the real-life Romeo 
and Juliet story of her Catholic grandfather and 
Protestant grandmother’s love affair across the 

city’s strict sectarian divide. But as she digs 
deeper, she discovers dark secrets that 
force her to reassess her mum’s story. 

FRIDAY 
Mastermind 
BBC2, 8pm 

One of the highlights of 
last Christmas was 
watching Hacker T Dog 
steal the show in 
Celebrity 

Mastermind’s black 
chair as he 
answered a series 
of head-scratching 
questions. As 
series 15 of the 
regular run 
continues, it’s 
only humans 


Child Genius, Monday, Channel 4, 8pm 


allowed as question master John Humphrys 
continues his quest to find the 2017 champion. 
Previous specialist subjects have included flags of 
the world and the colour films of Danny Kaye, but 
as regular viewers know only too well, an 
impressive round in the first half can be undone if 
the player’s general knowledge is weak. Let’s hope 
the latest brave contestants are good all-rounders 
as Humphrys starts and finishes another gripping 
show. 

8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Channel 4, 9pm 

In the history of British TV, it’s almost unheard of 
that two mashed up panel games work so well that 
the hybrid becomes more popular than the original. 
Of course that’s just what happened with Jimmy 
Carr’s 8 Out of 10 Cats, which as we all know took 
cosy afternoon show Countdown and injected its 
own brand of post-watershed mayhem into the 
proceedings. Now it’s back for a new run, and while 
Sean Lock is off doing other things, Alan Carr steps 
in as guest captain, alongside Kevin Bridges. They’ll 
be taking on series regular Jon Richardson and his 
team mate Cariad Lloyd. Joining lexicographer 
Susie Dent in Dictionary Corner is Elis James and 
John Robins, while maths wiz Rachel Riley looks 
after the numbers and letters as usual. 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | MAIL ORDER 



'Give Wildlife a Home' Ihi 


H 


Don't miss our special everts A instore promotions throughout 
August atmod at famhev gardeners & wlldtfe conservationists 
DATLS FOR YOCIR DIARY: 

Sunday 13 th August Sbm-11 am 
BIRD RINGING 

a FREE activity far altefamiy to get up close to familiar garden birds 
Sunday 20 th August 1 QarrMpm 
VISIT THE WILDLIFE MEADOW 

during John's Gotten Charity Open Day for the NGS 

Sunday 20th August 9am-12noon MOTH MORNING 

a fFHadiuty far d Ihe lam#y Id team about the world of metis 
Fuff event deitoh are available on our webs/te 


Cornu ond visit us wo are 
utaotod juit i*41 the A44Q, 

I mi!o u>uth o4 Hooth 

- Beautiful Plants & Nursery 
-Garden Shop 

- - lift V I ■ 

- Tea Room 

Open V -:.ir --V-U. .mii 1..L 

vt.A* t Qfldt i's Ptap An ■ 



®b WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Summer Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays: 9am - 5:30pm 



VIDEO OTFERS 


VIDEO ADVERT 
CORPORATE VIDEO 


now £349 
" now £399 


Call 01902 319730 

quote 1eb50’ 

to receive saving 

MNA DIGITAL 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 [ E facebook] 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



WORLD OF 

MOBILITY 


NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTSfrom £1,195 
WHEELCHAIRS from £110 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DAILY LIVING AIDS 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, 
Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 

01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING at rear 


We offer excellent customer service and aftercare on all our products.J 


















































BRAIN GYM No . 442 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

K 

2 

H 

3 

X 

4 e 

5 

G 

6 

R 

7 

Q 

8 

J 

9 

Y 

10 

C 

ii 

A 

12 

T 

13 

L 

14 

P 

15 

o 

16 

F 

17 

D 

18 

s 

19 

M 

20 

u 

21 1 

22 

N 

23 

B 

24 

z 

25 

w 

26 

V 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

A 

6 

19 

R 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. It’s dated even 
before use in the 
office (4,8) 

7. Prepared to 
explode - or not to 
explode (5) 

8. Got us to play zest 

(5) 

9. Manage a chicken 
enclosure (3) 

10. Well, no one wants 
it! (9) 

11. Stops, we hear, for 
spells of recreation 

( 6 ) 

12. Temporarily stop 
work (3,3) 

15. A roundabout way 
to come in (9) 

17. Runner in a 
vigorous kind of 
winter sport (3) 

18. Famous lover who 
had capital and 
nothing more (5) 

19. The listener gets 
two points and 
wins (5) 

21. Greek caterin’ is a 
form of extortion! 
( 12 ) 


Down 

1. Marketing agents 
for car engine 
components (12) 

2. A company’s plant 
(3) 

3. Firemen will use it, 
though it may ruin 
the hose (6) 

4. Right name for a 
bad dream (9) 

5. Possibly lies under 
a part of the church 
(5) 

6. Existing expenditure 
(4,2,6) 

7. Pale chap a thief 
may turn to (5) 

10. Shopkeepers must 
- shoplifters do (4,5) 

13. Well-equipped 
place for caravans 
en route (5) 

14. Straightforward 
form of credit (6) 

16. Dance from Burma 
(5) 

20. The French way to 
feel regret (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Remembrance (12) 

7. Defraud (5) 

8. Backbone (5) 

9. Vegetable (3) 

10. Short pistol (9) 

11. Zest (6) 

12. Lax (6) 

15. Slowcoaches (9) 

17. Purpose (3) 

18. Senior (5) 

19. Boundary (5) 

21. Festivities (12) 


Down 

1. Convalescence (12) 

2. Fib (3) 

3. Whole (6) 

4. Irritability (9) 

5. Due (5) 

6. Light meal (12) 

7. Creep (5) 

10. Conversation (9) 

13. Unfit (5) 

14. Stableman (6) 

16. Crest (5) 

20. Rug (3) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

1 | 2 | 5 | 3 | 8 | 7 | 4 | 6|9 

TTTyyTyyy 

8672941 35 

738652914 
91 2743856 

yyyyTyyyy 

~ 9 1 ~8~~6~ 4 3 

2741 35698 

ITITIT y ~Y 'IT ITIT 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Escorts; 8 Loaded; 

9 Oratory; 10 Ticked; 11 Ice-cap; 12 Opposing; 

18 Set about; 20 Cannot; 21 Ailing; 22 Recount; 

23 Charge; 24 Stamped. Down: 1 Elation; 

2 Madcaps; 3 Levels; 5 Straight; 6 Outset; 

7 Tartan; 13 Instance; 14 Topiary; 15 Stagger; 

16 Latent; 17 Inform; 19 Alight. 

QUICK - Across: 4 Acolyte; 8 Inured; 9 Uncanny; 

10 Raisin; 11 Relief; 12 Fracture; 18 Heedless; 

20 Apiece; 21 Inside; 22 Believe; 23 Desist; 

24 Fragile. Down: 1 Midriff; 2 Musical; 3 Depict; 
5 Concrete; 6 Liable; 7 Tender; 13 Upheaval; 

14 Deficit; 15 Aspects; 16 Appear; 17 Seeing; 

19 Dinner. 


r 


Quiz 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


V 


5. 


The Ural Mountains form part of the 
boundary between which two continents? 
What type of creature is a sand hopper? 

In which soap did Herman’s Hermits’ Peter 
Noone briefly appear? 

Which US author’s debut novel was The 
Naked and the Dead? 

Which actor was the father of Sarah 
Siddons? 


6. What do we call the extinct African volcano 
Kirinyaga? 

7. To whom was Alastair Campbell Press 
Secretary until 2000? 

8. What nationality was dancer Dame Ninette 
de Valois? 

9. Which city was at the centre of the 1995 
Japanese earthquake? 

10. Who designed Marble Arch? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Pacific; 2 Monkey; 3 Jainism; 

4 Switzerland; 5 Australia; 6 Cavy; 7 Truro; 
8 Parsnip; 9 Richard Gordon; 10 Precious 
metals and gems. 

Niner: SOLEMNITY 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7394 gives a Biblical character, 

85821 gives a Biblical character, 

176294 gives a Jewish prophet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 




Serenity 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS +* 

Call us on 01384 279 997 

ONE CALL BRINGS 
YOU ALL OF THIS 


Example Job W* 

Choice of 9 Door Panels, Colours and styles 
7 Units worktops and upstands, oven, 
hob and extractor sink and tap. 

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels 

Fully Fitted £3995 


• Provide a full design and project management service if required 

• Take your ideas and make them a reality 

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity 


• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes, building, tiling, 
plastering, carpentry, electrical, plumbing and gas. No job is too big or 
too small for us. No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service. 


Stallings Lane | Kingswinford | DY6 7AP 


www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 
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Take my 


advice - its' time to unwind 



HAVE a facial once a month and get help in 
the house. Those were the words of wisdom 
given to TV presenter Anne Robinson by her 
mother when she got married. 

Now maybe the Weakest Link ice queen has taken 
her facial work to another level, but as pieces of advice 
go her mother had it pretty much bang on. 

With our busy lives, at work and at play, we all need 
to take a little time out every now and again for a bit 
of pampering and tranquility. And what better therapy 
is there for a weary body and soul than a day of 
relaxation, calm and rejuvenating beauty treatments 
at a spa. Especially if you go with a friend or family 
member for some real quality time. 

Virtually on our doorstep here is the Telford Hotel 
& Golf Resort nestling in 170 acres of Shropshire 
countryside with panoramic views of the Ironbridge 
Gorge. 

RENOVATED 

The recently renovated health club has an incredible 
indoor swimming pool with an abundance of beds, 
including the heavenly- heated loungers, a sauna and 
a steam room, six spa treatment rooms and a serene 
relaxation room. 

Guests can stay in the hotel for a nice spa break or 
there are very reasonable spa day packages offered. 

I opted for a sneaky away day and this included use 
of all the facilities - even the gym if you are so inclined - 
use of robes, slippers and towels, and what was said to 
be a ‘light lunch’ but in fact included soup, a choice of 
wraps, salad and a dessert options. I highly recommend 
the lemon cheesecake. 

You can enjoy all of this for just £39 a person - a 
small price to pay for the health benefits it brings and 
a day well spent. Though while enjoying the facilities 


most guests want to experience a treatment or two to 
really ease those muscles, refresh the skin and maybe 
glam up a little. We tried out the new ESPA Personalised 
Express Facial. Any facial is a bit of self indulgence but 
this really does feel like some luxury pampering - and it 
is tailored just for you. 

The beauty therapist first uses a SkinVision lamp 
which, though I had to have my eyes closed, seems to 
pass a blue light over your face to detect your real skin 
type and any problem areas. Then the therapist can use 
the various creams and ointments that best suit you. 


My skin was confirmed as combination skin and she 
showed me where there were areas of dryness and 
‘congestion’ - I think this meant blackheads! 

Armed with this information I underwent a thorough 
cleanse, tone, moisturising and a soothing face 
mask. This was made all the more relaxing as it was 
accompanied by a head and shoulders massage. 

Lying in a semi-comatose state in the darkened room, 
tranquil music playing in the background, and with my 
constricted muscles turning to jelly, the thought passed 
through my mind that life really does not get any better 


than this. And 55 minutes later it seemed to have done 
the trick - when I left the treatment room my skin felt 
softer and a little more ‘elasticky’, not the usual dry and 
taut complexion of a tired, working mother. 

One of the spa packages is the Little Slice of Heaven 
which includes all of the facilities and lunch but also 
four 25-minute treatments such as a nail file and polish, 
facial, pedicure and back, neck and shoulder massage. 

With all this on offer at such good value surely we can 
all think about a once-a-month lift. Good advice indeed. 

DIANE DAVIES 
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Mayor meets PM over deal for region 



West Midlands Mayor Andy Street meets with Prime Minister Theresa May in Downing Street 

THE West Midlands Mayor met Prime Minister Theresa ing congestion on key regional roads by clamping down 
May to push the case for further devolution of powers and on ‘badly planned’ roadworks. The first devolution deal 
funding to the region from Whitehall. brought investment worth £8 billion. 

Andy Street visited Downing Street to kick start the He said: “The region has presented a strong case, 
West Midlands Combined Authority’s negotiations with strengthened even more by the Government’s continuing 
the Government over a second devolution deal. commitment to HS2. I was delighted to have the opportu- 

It came as he launched an action plan aimed at bust- nity to reinforce this with the Prime Minister.” 


Cash tonic for hospitals 


A MAJOR drive to help re¬ 
duce demands on hospi¬ 
tal and social care services 
has been launched with a 
£500,000 investment. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet has agreed 
to invest the money in the voluntary 
sector over the next three years to 
radically change the way services and 
support are provided. 

The money will primarily be used 


to create new ways to support people 
with an increased risk of needing hos¬ 
pital or social care services and to en¬ 
courage people to get involved in local 
community activities. 

Throughout the three-year period, 
organisations will look at key priori¬ 
ties including the promotion of being 
a healthy weight, reducing the impact 
of poverty and tackling isolation and 
loneliness. 

They will also help and advise peo¬ 


ple on how they can best manage their 
own health and well-being. 

With this increased dedicated sup¬ 
port, the council hopes to see the de¬ 
mand on local hospital services and 
social care services reduce over the 
next three years. 

The £500,000 comes from the £7 
million granted to the Dudley Health 
and Social Care economy by the gov¬ 
ernment as part of the Improved Bet¬ 
ter Care Fund. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley 



42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, 

An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 



NOW 

INCLUDING 


O e | £ i59 


) ■95pp 


View product online at Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com GGU271 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 



O I £169 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com ACW244 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


f & £) ; OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

- SAT 8.30-16.00 

Organised by Omega^Holidays pic, SUN 10 0(H6 00 



Save 

£150 

on average 

With E.ON Saver Fixed 1 Year 
>/ Protect your energy prices 
V Award winning service 

Switch 
to us 
today 

0333 202 4422 

eonenergy.com/saver 

&on 

*Saving quoted is calculated for dual fuel customers on unrestricted meters, using the national 
average prices across all regions of standard variable tariffs not in receipt of payment or other 
discounts, of large suppliers at Ofgem typical domestic consumption and switching to E.ON Saver 
Fixed 1 Year v12, paying by fixed monthly Direct Debit, managing account online with paperless billing 
and receiving a Dual Fuel discount. Not available to prepayment, restricted hours tariff meter, gas only 
or non-residential customers. 


Blakes 

Sheds and 
Fencing Ltd 


01384 456 800 





• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at Blakes Sheds 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY ^ | 


www.blakessheds.co.uk 
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“MOTORING 



The updated Mark II, bigger and more expensive than before 


Countryman is grown-up 
aimed at family market 



Citroen 

13 Citroen Cl Hatchback 1,0i VTR 5dr Black 32k 

14 Citroen Cl Hatchback 1,0i Edition 3dr Blue Only 11000 Miles 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 15k 

11 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive Red 60k 

12 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Grey 30k 

12 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Air VTR+ EGS6 Grey 32k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream VTR+ Silver 17k 
11 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Silver 45k 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto White 64K 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Exc 4dr Auto Grey 73k 

59 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Exc 4dr Auto Silver 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black 
Ford 

15 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Blue 16k 

13 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 33k 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 19k 

58 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.25 Zetec 3dr [82] Red 23k 

13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Yellow 32k 
63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium Black 53k 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 18k 
Nissan 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Blue 50k 

63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Grey 31 k 

64 Nissan Note Hatchback 1.2 DiG-S Tekna Auto Grey 18k 
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision] Black 33k 
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Grey 57k 

60 Nissan Qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi [110] Tekna Beige 48k 
Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k 

57 Peugeot 207 Sw Estate 1.4 VTi S 5dr Black 91 k 

63 Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.6 VTi Allure Auto Grey 40k 

11 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 112 Sport Silver 75k 

14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Grey 17k 

07 Peugeot 307 Diesel Sw Estate 2.0 HDi SE Grey 78k 

13 Peugeot 308 Diesel 1.6 HDi 92 Access Silver 71k 
Renault 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dyna MediaNav Energy Blue 22k 

65 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Black 20k 

65 Renault Kadjar Diesel 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Grey 28k 

Vauxhall 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81 k 
60 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX SE [160] Blue 125k 

14 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi 16V eco Exclusiv Blue 19k 

62 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1,4i 16V SE Grey 23k 

65 Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.6 CDTi ecoFLEX SE Black 22k 

14 Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1.6i SE Blue 21 k 

1 4 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav [110] Brown 42k 

63 “Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv Brown 43k 


Now 


£5,295 

£5,795 

£5,495 

£8,995 

£5,995 


£7,295 

£8,695 

£7,695 

£8,495 

£4,795 

£7,295 

£7,795 

£9,495 

£9,795 


£4,495 

£5,495 

£6,295 

£5,295 

£5,995 

£8,295 

£9,495 

£6,495 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£6,995 

£7,695 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,995 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£8,295 

£9,995 

£9,995 


Others 

07 Audi A4 Diesel Saloon 2.0 TDi 170 S Line 4dr Grey 62k 
13 Hyundai 120 Diesel Hatchback 1.1 CRDi Active Black 49k 
55 Hyundai Tucson Diesel Estate 2.0 CRTD GSI Silver 54k 

13 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 2 White 36k 

64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 

14 Mercedes A Class A180 CDI BlueEFFICIENCY Sport Grey 40k 

65 Mini Hatchback 1.5 Cooper Black 16k 

14 Mitsubishi Asx Estate 1.6 3 5dr Black 35k 

13 Seat Altea Diesel Estate 2.0 TDI CR SE Copa DSG Grey 30k 

14 Seat Leon Diesel 1.6 TDI SE 5dr DSG Tech Blue 7000 Miles 
14 Skoda Roomster Estate 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Maroon 23k 

14 Skoda Yeti Outdoor Estate 1.2 TSI SE White 27k 
14 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i lcon+ Red Only 6000 Miles 

14 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i lcon+ Multidrive S Turquoise 26k 

14 Volkswagen Golf Diesel 1.6 TDI 105 SE Silver 44k 
64 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0 TDi BlueMotion Tech DSG Silver 50k 
14 Volvo V40 D2 Cross Country Lux Powershift Black 37k 



£5,995 

£5,295 

£5,495 

£2,995 

£3,495 

£11,495 

£11,995 

£14,495 

£14,995 


£13,495 
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£9,695 
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£7,995 
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£8,995 
£10,995 £11,495 
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£7,995 £8,295 

£1,995 £2,495 

£6,995 £7,195 

£4,995 £5,495 

£8,995 £9,495 

£2,495 
£3,995 £4,495 

£7,995 
£11,695 £11,995 
£12,995 

£2,495 £2,995 

£3,495 £3,795 

£6,995 £7,495 

£5,995 £6,495 

£11,495 £11 ,99^ 
£9,795 £10,295 
£7,495 
£8,995 


Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


Isummer'sHe 

NOW Olfc 

Specialists In 

One Owner, Full Service History, 
Ex Notability Vehicles 
Part Exchange Welcome 
Finance Facilities Available 
Drive Away This Weekend 

* Rac 




Find 




Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

kgarage.co.uk 


Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 



ri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


By John Griffiths 


There are some who feel that MINI’S Countryman is 
a car too far: that it’s too big to be called a MINI at 
all. 

Yes, in terms of size and looks it’s the furtherest away 
from the 21st Century MINI hatchback launched by 
BMW but it has still proved a hit with buyers - in fact it’s 
the second-best selling model in the ‘new’ MINI range. 

It seems some critics still see ‘MINI’ as a single 
model: it fact today it is a brand which, like any other, 
has a number of models. There were buyers - perhaps 
former MINI hatchback owners now with growing 
families - who simply demanded more interior space. 

Plus buyers’ tastes have changed, and now the 
fastest-growing sector of the market by far is the SUV- 
styled vehicle: generally higher, roomier and with the 
option at least of four wheel drive. 

Step forward the Countryman, which has those 
qualities plus MINI DNA in its styling and it’s ‘fun to 
drive’ dynamics. It first hit the streets in 2010 but this 
spring the updated Mark II arrived - bigger and more 
expensive than before, with a higher quality interior 
and the ability to serve as a practical family car. It has 
moved up into the ‘C’ segment, a competitor for the 



The Countryman has a high quality interior 

vast range of SUVs out there (at least one from virtually 
every manufacturer). 

It comes with a range of petrol and diesel engine 
options, culminating with a new performance version, 
the 231 bhp John Cooper Works model with sporty 
trim to match its pretensions. All-wheel drive is an 
option with all engines and transmission options. It’s 
not manually selectable, but the lightweight system 
distributes torque on demand - that is, when the front 
wheels start to slip. 

Prices start from £23,045 but be careful when adding 
some of the multitude of options or option packs which 
can soon put the price up. The test car, for example, 
was an all-wheel drive version of the Cooper S diesel, 
with a base price if £28,990 - but added options put 
that up to a hefty £36,580 which puts it at the top end of 
the class where rivals are concerned. 

It was powered by a smooth 2.0 litre diesel turning 
out 190bhp and a useful 400Nm of torque, all of which 
is available from just 1,850rpm. That means it’s quick 
off the mark, responsive and flexible in a wide range of 
circumstances. It’s 0 to 62mph sprint time is a nifty 7.7 
seconds, yet it is capable of up to 60mpg with a C02 
rating of 133g/km for the all-wheel drive version. 

The Countryman is significantly bigger, taller and 
heavier than its hatchback sibling so can’t match that 
car’s excellent dynamics, but while it feels larger to 
drive it is still up there with the best in the SUV class 
when it comes to handling and roadholding. Steering is 
quick and positive, and there is plenty of grip - with the 
benefit of four wheel drive on demand if it’s needed. A 
family car with fun factored in for the keen driver. 

But size is important in the family car market and the 
higher seating position, improved visibility and wase 
of access are all big reasons for the current love affair 
with SUVs. The new Countryman is longer and wider 
than its predecessor, with a longer wheelbase which 
means more space inside for up to five passengers. 
Luggage space (425 litres, extending to 1,309 litres with 
the rear seats folded), has also increased - by up to 
220 litres more in the latter configuration. There are also 
additional storage pockets around the cabin. 

The range of adjustment on the driver and front 
passenger seats has been increased, while there are 
now three fully seats on the rear bench. 

It addition to a full complement of airbags, the 
Countryman has a collision warning with emergency 
braking system, dynamic stability control, adaptive 
cruise control, pedestrian alert, road sign recognition 
and automatic dipping headlights. 

The Countryman is a the grown-up of the MINI family 
aimed firmly at growing families. 



















ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 01384 77098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

& Monumental Masons 

For your nearest branch 
call 01902 892635 

wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 



“We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 
Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met.” 

Wombourne 
Funeral Services. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


SOME POPULAR BELIEFS 
EXAMINED Who are the true 
saints?, August 13, at 6pm, The 
Community Centre, High Street, 
Kingswinford, Or write to The 
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 

|-X 


1 



Family 


AS NEWLightweight travel wheel¬ 
chair never been used, all acces¬ 
sories inc. Free local delivery. £90 
ono. 07919 527106/01902 784168. 

ELECTRIC RECLINER Restwell 
Seattle recliner, terracotta, W77 X 
D99 X HI 15cm, cost £688, used 4 
times. £300. 01384 370582. 


HANDICARE MINIVATOR 
SIMPLICITY LEFTHAND 
STRAIGHT STAIRLIFT 

Fully assembled, recently serv¬ 
iced. Reason for sale, moved 
to bungalow. Buyer to collect. 

£700. 

07702 806671. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 



Leisure 

Time 


TWO GENTS BIKES one Reebok, 
one Diamondback, one white, one 
orange, £50 each. Ready to use. 
07487 431532. 



CAMPING GEAR FOR SALE 

Bought new in July 2016, only 
used twice but ill health forces 
sale. Berghaus Air 6 Tent with 
integral ground sheet and foot- 
pump and pegs. Berghaus Air 
porch to suit above tent with 
separate ground sheets, foot- 
pump and pegs. Footprint to 
suit tent. Carpet to suit Tent. 
Eurohike base camp kitchen 
stand. Eurohike double roll top 
table. 2 Vango comfort inflat¬ 
able mattresses. GAZ Xceler- 
ate double burner cooker and 
grill. Outwell 35litre coolbox and 
charger. Coleman twist lantern 
and courts tent heater. 

Total new £1,200. £799. 

07720 071528. 



ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 0AA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



CITROEN RELAY 

2004. Two berth camper. 
Hot and cold water. 
Shower. 

Cassette toilet. 

Fully equipped. 

Nice condition inside and out. 
New MoT. 

Fitted tow bar. 

£6,500. 

07496 172252. 


KAMPA RALEIGH AIR PRO inflat¬ 
able caravan porch awning, used 
twice, excellent condition, £295. 
07970 841177. 

REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721 or 01970 871933. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
£7,995 

including 2017 rent, 
Bridgnorth, private fishing and 
club house. 

07475 799991. 


SWIFT KON-TIKI 640 
MOTORHOME 1997, in good con¬ 
dition. £12,950. 01902 747180 / 
07774 898966. 



LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 13th August 
Next Sale: 27th August 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 


10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

ODYSSEY PUTTER as new. 
£70 o.n.o. 

01902 897933. 


holidays 


-\ 

caravan sales 

v___ 


A CHOICE OF CARAVANS FOR 

sale from £1995 to £6995, acces¬ 
sory shop, service, repairs,storage. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stourbridge, 
DY8 4HP 01384 390183 

www.severnvalleyleisure.com 

\ 

travel abroad 

v___ 

READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


what’s on 


antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

18TH AUGUST 

8.00AM - 4PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 u 

\ 
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Home & 
Services 



CHILDS BED 

solid wood, teddy bear 
headboard, mattress and side 
panels £50 ono. 

Pine desk bureau, £50 ono. 
Pine Welsh Dresser top. 
£50 ono. 

01384 392518. 


TWO SEATER sofa in green dralon 
fabric, good condition, £40 o.n.o. 
01902 334366. 



ELECTRIC CEMENT MIXER, £60. 
Wheelbarrow, unused, £20. 01384 
296937. Must collect. 

GARDEN SHED 12ft x 7ft. Pent roof. 
Good condition. Must be disman¬ 
tled and removed. Free to collector. 
07973 976791. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Yesterdays Furniture 

Best prices given for single 
items or houses cleared. 
Scrap Gold Jewellery. 

Call: 01384 482155 
or 07802 475693 

A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

^ Highly Recommended! 

^ 01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 



ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR 

Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 

German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Very good prices paid 

07511 500337. 

AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 

Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 
Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID ** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted all conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Dinky, Corgi vehicles, any 
condition. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 
carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any old Crash magazines wanted, 
also any old your Sinclair maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 


WANTED perfumes, new or old, 
used or unused, Christian Dior, 
Chanel, YSL. Jane, 07716 371694. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 



c 

service 

□ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



\ 

aerials 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


/~\/~\ fnrmviP, b usbi 
/jyi\ /pr^imyuFi 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 

(smmmo&mmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

^ alarms/security^j 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpet & 
upholstery 

A BRILLCLEAN 
FOR YOUR 
CARPETS & SUITES 

Special offers Aug / Sept 
OAP discounts. 

Call Steve on 
07496 922324 


electrical 
i services 


removals 

V___ 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £ 6 95 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 4 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening > 
y services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 



Pets & 

L Animals 



READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

house clearances 

v___ 


ABSOLUTELY 
ANYTHING CLEARED 

FULL OR PART, GARAGES 
AND SHEDS RUBBISH 
REMOVED WASTE LICENCE 
01384 486456/07711661135 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

painters / ^ 

V decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 


\ 

plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


FRENCH BULLDOG PUPS, 1 black 
and white pied boy, 1 brindle boy, 1 
blue boy and 1 black girl. KC reg. 
Microchipped, flea treated and vac¬ 
cinated. Ready August 20. £1,750. 

Telephone 07970 912690. 


JESS ANDTITCH 

These two girls are very pretty, 
small Border Collie’s, aged 
approx 3 years. They are both 
very loving, affectionate little 
dogs, well behaved and good in 
car. Titch has a small leg defor¬ 
mity which she was born with 
but does not bother her at all. 
We would like these two girls to 
go together but would consider 
separating if right homes were 
found. 

Also other dogs available in 
rescue. 

For more information please 
call Carol on 01588 676106. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of doa food, toys, 
bedding and vetDills always 
appreciated. 


TESSIE 

Tessie is a very small pretty tri 
colour Border Collie, aged 14 
months. She loves her walks 
and likes to play with her toys in 
the garden. Good with other 
dogs and would benefit from 
having another one as a com¬ 
panion. She is an intelligent girl 
but is a bit needy at the moment, 
vaccinated/microchipped and 
slightly underweight and in a 
foster home. 

If you could offer this little girl a 
permanent home or for more 
information please call 

Carol on 01588 676106. 


WANTED. Aviary birds for large 
private aviary. Also pigeons and 
poultry for beginner and parrot for 
house pet. 07970 485491. 

GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
a Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 





Property 


FLAT TO LET 
WEDNESFIELD 

Fully furnished, refurbished to 
high standard, with off road 
parking, would suit working 
gent, age 45+. 

£85pw including some bills. 
01902 304258. 


PERTON modern one bed ground 
floor flat, with parking. Suit profes¬ 
sional. £100pwk. 07931 939349 


WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £50p/w. 
Telephone 07401 089298. 




36x20 

Country location, very private 
with lounge, kitchen/diner, hall, 
3 bedrooms, double glazed, oil 
fired central heating, garden. 

Telephone 
07535 905818 


MOBILE HOME FOR SALE 
RESIDENTIAL RETIREMENT 
SITE 

Knowlesands, Bridgnorth. 
Atlas 39ft, 2 bedroom. 

1 en suite. 

Beautiful views across River 
Severn Valley and Severn 
Valley Railway runs at rear of 
sight. 

For inquires call 
07976 090870. 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, August 10, 2017 
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Classified Ads 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100%7™^“. 
FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 






Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 

make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit ... FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 

you can clear your debts FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 

MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS I 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01384 930 978 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 



KITCHEN /BEDROOM 
FITTERS 
REQUIRED 

ONLY QUALITY FULLY 
EXPERIENCED INSTALLERS 
NEED APPLY 

*Top rates paid & guaranteed* 
Regular local work. 

Apply to 

Mr Glyn Davies 
Aristocraft Kitchens 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


& Bedrooms 
Tel: 07974 825978 
or email details to: 

glyn@aristocraft.kitchen 


8 

Motoring 



CITROEN C2 RHYTHM 


Very low mileage at 30,300, 
1.1L engine, 58 plate (2008), 
black, 2 female owners, abs, 
electric windows, s/h, MoT, 
central locking, pas, stereo, CD. 

£1,800 ono. 

07468 869622. 



MERCEDES C180 
KOMPRESSOR 

05, 73k, 2dr, Auto, petrol, Grey. 
Light grey interior. FSH, 
sensors all round. 7 spoke 
alloys, very sporty looking car. 
Lady owner. 

Beautiful condition, 
£2,850 ono. 

01384 341641 / 07982 
244856.Genuine callers only. 



MERCEDES E270 CDI 


2004, 139000 miles, MOT to 
Jan 2018, Elegance trim, Full 
leather, Climate, Sat nav, 6 CD, 
Full history, Just serviced, 
Excellent condition, 

£2,950 

01562 730897 or 
07563 795191. Holy Cross. 



THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 


“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified Ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



| 




BRIDGNORTH RETIREMENT 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



BMW Z3 ROADSTER 


2000, 29,840 Miles, Topaz 
Blue, abs, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, alarm, 
MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, one owner, pas, Alloys, 

£4,000.00 ono 
07443 595540 


Apartment for over 60s. One 
large bedroom, full refurb luxury 
shower room and kitchen, new 
decor and carpeted throughout, 
large lounge with juliet balcony. 
Riverside situation with nice 
views, private car parking, easy 
access to town. Totally secure 
and managed 24/7. Offers 
around £115,000 07971 

279249 for details / viewings. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


courses 


‘ 

BIRMINGHAM: 25-26 SEPT & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. ^ 
STOKE: 2-3 SEPT. TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

ocn 

For more info rfAAnn/\A 

ortobook: WWW. .COIT1 

HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries ■ Clinics ■ Private Sector - Community - MOD | 


MERCEDES E350 CDi SE 
AUTO COUPE 

2009, panoramic glass sunroof, 
comand sat nav, memory 
package, 17ins alloys, 6 disc 
CD/ DVD changer, 130k with 
FSH, 

May PX for cheaper car. 
£8,950 ono 
07836 204450 / 
deolsuk@hotmail.co.uk 



MGFSPORTS CAR 


1999, BRG, 

VVC engine, 
one previous owner, 
original car, 
leather seats, 
veneer dash, 

FSH, 44,000 miles only, 
MoT till April, 
non smokers car. 

£1,750 ovno 
01902 331557. 



CONVERTIBLE 


Registered 17.11.2009, Chilli 
pack, full leather, FSH, MoT, 
only 32k, excellent condition. 

Genuine reason for sale. 
£5,750 

01902 831297/07889 
030875. 


I I 

CONOITION 


PEUGEOT 1600 307 SPORT 


Manual 5dr hatchback, petrol, 
56 Reg., black metallic, leather 
interior, one year MoT, 
automatic wipers, lights, air 
con, one previous owner, 
must be seen, no dealers, 
52,000 miles only. 

£1,750 o.n.o. 

01384 279865. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 

2010, 32,000 miles, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, MoT, central 
locking, pas, stereo. 

£2,699. 

07879 403302. 



TOYOTA AGO 

2010, 998cc, 
Group 1 insurance, 


lots of MoT, 

£20 tax per year, 
excellent condition. 
£1,595 

07851 213316. 



VAUXHALLASTRA 

2009, 42,600 miles, convertible 
grey, abs, electric windows, air 
hag, electric mirrors, alarm, 
long MoT, 

full Vauxhall service history. 

£2,800. 

07940198062. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4SRi 

2012, 3dr, white, 
42,000 miles, 
usual SRi refinements, 
fsh, MoT June 2018, 
lady owner, 

new car, reason for sale, 

£4,250 ono. 

07855 370328. 



VOLVO S60 D5 


54 reg, 60,000 miles, one 
owner, FSH, metallic blue, 
power heated leather setas, 
Bi-Xenon lights, Dolby radio, 
6CD and more. 

Immaculate. 

£2,350 ono. 

01902 380424. 



VW FOX 


2007, 1.4, petrol, 84,000 miles, 
fsh, one previous owner, 
electric windows, a/c, superb 
condition. 

£1,495 ono. 

07977 939497. 


I XC.FI I FN 

CONDITION 


VW PASSAT 2.0TDi 150GT 

Feb 2015, new model, 
harvard blue, 

18ins alloys, 
half leather, 
navigation, cruise, 

124k motorway miles, 
main dealer 6 services, 
excellent. 

£10,750 
01902 791976. 



ECONOMICAL 


CITROEN BELLINGO MULTI 
SPACE 1.4 LPG 

06 reg., 

12 months MoT, 
red, 83,000 miles, 
new shockers and windscreen, 
good condition. 

Cheap to run. 

£1,500 

07988 273136. 



CITROEN BERLINGO 


2004, 96,000 miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, MoT, central 
locking, pas, diesel, new clutch 
just fitted. 

£1,100 ono. 

01902 679563. 



FORD CMAX 1.8 


1.8 Zetec model, silver, 04 
plate, 67,000 miles, Mot till May 
2018. Alloys, air con, tinted 
windows, good condition. 

£795 ono. 

07812 994079. 



MG ZTT 

2004, 79,000 miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, alarm, long 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, CD, leather interior. 
£1,150 ono. 

07971 868395. 



NISSAN MICRA 


52, 75,000 Miles, Blue, alarm, 
long MoT, metallic paint, tax, 
owned for 9 years, The price 
reflects the condition, ideal for 
new driver. 

£1,000 

07977648628 


30D RUNNER 


PEUGEOT 206CC 


2005, 51,000 miles, blue, long 
MoT, metallic paint, pas, leather 
interior, JBL Sound, climate 
control. Call for more details. 


£1,250 ono. 
07415 057225. 



RENAULT CLIO 


Great condition, black, 2004, 
67,800 miles, alloys, sunroof 
and 2 keys. Long MoT and 
service history and 2 previous 
lady owners. Perfect first car! 

£1,150 ono. 

07976 667465. 


CONVERTIBLE 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 
COUPE CONVERTIBLE 
Bertone 

Auto 2.2, silver, 83,000 miles, 
MoT May 2018, 53 plate, FSH, 
serviced anually since 2010, 2 
new front tyres and new battery 
this year, electric windows / 
mirrors. 

£900 ono. 

07821 928732. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



IVECO DAILY VAN 


2004, MoT May 2018, white, 
very good condition 

£1,500. 

07932 084639. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL COMBI 
1700 DIESEL 

04 plate. 

12 months MoT. 

Good runner. 
Good condition. 
Stereo. 

Roof rack. 
£695. 

01902 862610. 



YAMAHA TRX850 


Black, 


great condition. 

£1,700 No offers. 
0121 557 5852. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



WANTED SMALL 


CLEAN CAR 

any make, 
good runner, 
reliable, 
up to £400. 
Anything considered. 
07548 684497. 


^ELLHJGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


£ALj 

01902 317878 



clutches / brakes^ 
y / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

Renault Scenic, Vauxhall 
Zafira, Renault Clio, 
Ford Focus & KA 
and MANY MORE!! 

Ring for quotes 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 


anytime 



Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 





ATTRACTIVE MALE 38 

If you are looking for a genuine, 
honest, caring male wno is fun 
to be around, then look no 
further! 

I enjoy cycling, bowling, 
cinema, pubs, meals out, walks, 
holidays etc and would like to 
meet a like minded mature lady 
aged 30 to 44 years. 

All areas considered. 
Genuine replies only. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number P20890, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ATTRACTIVE MALE, 56 

Slim-Medium build, own house 
and car, kind and caring, enjoys 
weekends away and holidays 
abroad. 

WLTM attractive slim female, 
similar age and interests for 
long term relationship.. 
Photo please, will return. 

Box Number P20898, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


GENTLEMAN, 63 

Slim, caring nature, very good 
sense of humour, enjoys meals 
out, walks, nights in ana out, car 
owner, no ties WLTM a similar 
slim lady of similar age for hope¬ 
fully long term relationship. 
This is a genuine ad and would 
appreciated genuine replies 
only. 

Are you fedup of spending too 
much time alone? If so drop me 
a line. 

Box Number C20908, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 






















































































































ClassifiedAds 


GENUINE KIND CARING 
GENTLEMAN 

Own home and car, WLTM a 
lady to spoil and share the nice 
things in life. 

Box Number P20885, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
INDIAN MALE 

45 WLTM lady 30-55 for fun and 
Friendship. 

Box Number P20889 , 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

LADY 63 

Blonde attractive, GSOH, N/S, 
very active, seeks Gentleman 
for Friendship, evenings out, 
theatre, music, pub, dancing 
etc. 

All letters answered. 

Box Number C20905, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LADY 63 

Honest, caring non smoker with 
varied interests. 

WLTM a similar gentleman 
57-68 to share alt the good 
things in life. 

Solvent, car owner and GSOH 
required. 

Recent photo would be 
appreciated which will be 
returned. 

Box Number P20895, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


RETIRED ACTIVE 
GENTLEMAN 

Own house and car. 
WLTM slim sophisticated lady 
for sharing and caring times 
together. 

Box Number P20897, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 



COLIN 

Sorry telephone problems. 
Please contact for new 
telephone number. 

Box Number P20902 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
PACKAGE FOR SALE 

Caravan adapted for disabled 
person, sleeps 6, Holiday is for 
August 25 to August 28, Holiday 
Resort Unity Brean Sands, 
Somerset, pets welcome. 

All transferable, no fee. 
£450. 

Telephone 07581 157356. 


LOOKING FOR VAL 

from Wolverhampton. 

She had private 
Car Reg ‘VAL’ in 2011. 
Please contact Brian. 

Box Number P20903, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



COVEN UNITED FC 


Are currently looking for players 
atU9’s, UlO’s, U12%andU17’s 
playing in the BPYFL. 

Contact Jayne on 

07810 587190 

For more details after 5pm. 


# % 

%*• 

CRESSWELL WANDERERS 
FC 

Community Charter 
Standard Club 

All coaches CRC and FA Level 
1 minimum. 

U16’s require Goalkeeper. 

Contact Steve 07837 489839. 
U8’s require Manager. 
Contact Ronnie 
07717 677627. 

Academy requires players ages 
4 & 5. 

Contact Ronnie 
07717 677627. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 






Blinds4Les$ 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Double Glazing 


A.S. 

Painter & I 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 




C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing 0ver35yrs 

• Landscaping exDerience 

• Block paving ex P erience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Owcka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



tACE PAVING SERVICES LTD* 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, Clt* Ap 
_ Halesowen B63 2QB _ t ^Itfc 


Driveways & Patios 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 

’UUU 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

01384 918383 

Delph Glazed Units 


Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
www. del p hglazedu n its. co.uk 

Mobile: 


Ml 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Hark (Eomttnj (Slazttu; 


Contact OS for a FREE quotel 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
- windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

^ / Znesicui eJJflcUent window^ A A 

w • tUcUwantcaitthe. easitlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com M. 

J WRM QBtaf |FENSA| £ 


Diana 
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Electricians 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 

| FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION | 

Mini Digger & KvTM 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

| www.cressage-group.co.uk | 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


MBfjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J^ ma 
local service call: uHT 


Electricians 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

Electrical Safety 
Register . v 

+ — 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 


Fencing 


Fencing S Gates 



All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I S years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 Of 87978 308586 


Garage Doors 



REUADOR GARAGE IX K >ks 

VUES - IVSTAJJ AI IU\ - m\m 

01384 258932 
07858 200305 

re ijJor u>. ti. - re u:u 4-*?*’ i* 





■■■■ 

Gardening 

L_ 





mmsMsmms 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 
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Gardening 


Roofing 


Window Specialists 


ROWANTREE&GARDENSERVICESLTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• CONTRACT TREE CLIMBER 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659692 
FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 

Don’t let insects 
and rodents ruin 
your summer! 

Call the professionals 


Tel: 01384 828115 
Freephone - 0800 853 0083 
Mobile: 07813 355280 
www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 





KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Plumbing 


IWarduns Plumbing 
& Plastering 

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Tiling 
Plumbing - Plastering 
Boilers - Gas - Central Heating 

All Enquiries Welcome 

07477 694755 


twarduns@gmail.com 




» uPVC Fascias 

* Soffits 

* Guttering 

* Cladding 


Quality 

► All aspects of roofing 

► New roofs/repairs 

► Flat roofs 

► Tiling/slating 


Est 2001 


► Dry verges 

► Approved fibre 
glass installer 



All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 

Registered with 


Membership 

HomePro No 554518 



Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modem low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 0800 799 9413 
Mob: 07906 724736 
to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 



ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


PJ LEE and SONS 

Roofing Specialists 



• Complete Roofs • Guttering 
• Loose Slates • Re-pointing • Chimneys 
• Fascias • Soffits 
Local family business you can trust 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Mobile: 07769 667 248 or 01384 423625 


ELIiTE*RL?ASTi!cS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Full Window 
Wizard, Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


HASBURHT WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


Call for further details 
0121 421 7001 



BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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Ron Flowers unveils the new facilities with the Mayor and Mayoress of Stafford and club officials 


Looking at a tribute to founder Charlie Holt are committee members Graham Williams and Terry Homer 



Manager Sam Norton and under-21s boss Steve Barrow 



Harry Flowers and Brocton’s Joe Hartshorne 


Flowers helping Brocton 
to blossom for the future 


WOLVES legend Ron Flowers officially 
unveiled new facilities at a club where 
his grandson - now with Premier League 
Burnley - cut his teeth. 

England World cup winner Flowers, the old¬ 
est member of the 1966 squad, and who made 
467 games for the Molineux club, opened the 
£150,000 hospitality suite at Brocton FC’s Silk- 
more Lane. 

From a thistle-strewn wasteland to an 
award-winning football ground, it is fair to say 
the Badgers’ home has changed a bit over the 
past 10 years. 

The hospitality suite marks the latest stage 
in its development. 

The facility was funded by grants from the Premier 
League’s Football Stadia Improvement and Sport 
England and is the perfect present for a club which 
will next month mark its 80th birthday. 

The Badgers might have been relegated to the sixth 
tier of non-league football last season but there has 
been much to celebrate, not least in the departure 
to Burnley of two of their players, Aidan Stone and 
Ron’s grandson Harry. 

And with a fully licensed bar, the new facility also 
means pre and post-match routines will never be the 
same again. 

Custom 

“This gives people the chance to turn up a bit ear¬ 
lier for games and stay a bit later afterwards,” ex¬ 
plained chairman Brian Townsend. 

“Before now we have had to go to the pub after 
games. That was fine but we always wanted to have 
our own facility. 

“Of course, I’m guessing the pub might be a bit 
upset to lose our custom but I think they understand! 

“We are also trying to attract community groups to 
use the suite during the week. First and foremost we 
are a community amateur sports club. That is the way 
it has always been.” 

Townsend and the rest of Brocton’s hard-working 
and passionate committee of volunteers can look on 
with pride at the transformation brought to a site 
which was covered in knee-high thistles and graffiti 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“We don’t have a lot to of¬ 
fer players other than a good 
pitch to play on. Now we 
have a lot more to offer them 
as well.” 


when the club acquired a 30-year lease in 2006. For 
the few years prior to that, the Badgers had lived a 
somewhat nomadic existence. 

Formed in 1937, the club was for years based in the 
village of Brocton before the success of the team ne¬ 
cessitated a change of venue in order to comply with 
the ground regulations for higher leagues. 

The first switch was to Rowley Park Stadium in 
Stafford and then to Cannock Stadium, before a brief 
spell at Heath Hayes’ Newlands Lane ground. 

Finally, after discussions with Staffordshire Coun¬ 
cil and Police Authority, a lease was acquired for the 
former Police Grounds on Silkmore Lane - though 
the hard work was just beginning. 

The site, which sits some two miles south of Staf¬ 
ford town centre, had been allowed to go fallow after 
the police moved out in the late 1990s. 

A £58,750 grant from the Big Lottery Fund got the 
ball rolling and allowed the club to build changing 
rooms. Football returned to the site for the 2008-09 
season, when Brocton’s first team were playing in the 
Midland Combination League. 

“We have always tried to attract players with the 
facilities we have,” said Townsend. 

“They are now obviously much better than before. 
That is the most we can offer. We can’t pay players. 
It is for them to aim at a higher level. 

“The pitch is important. Our groundsman Terry 
Homer has been rated the best nationally since 2011 
at steps five and six of the non-league pyramid. 

“We do invest a lot of money into the ground and 


the pitch itself. We have cutting machines. We don’t 
have a lot to offer players other than a good pitch 
to play on. Now we have a lot more to offer them as 
well.” 

Townsend’s own association with the club stretches 
back more than 50 years to when he was a player. 

He is not the only one who has stuck around. Pres¬ 
ident Graham Williams and groundsman Homer, who 
is also club secretary, have also racked up more than 
50 years with the club. 

Former chairman Lionel Morris, who first played 
for the club in the 1940s, is still a regular attendee, 
while Barbara and Brian Chandler work tirelessly to 
ensure kits are washed and programmes are printed. 

“There does seem to be something about this place 
which keeps people around,” said Townsend. 

“The club’s founder Charlie Holt was very adept at 
getting people involved and that seems to have been 
continued.” 

Brocton began their season on Saturday with an FA 
Cup extra preliminary round tie at Cadbury Athletic, 
which they won 3-0. 

Sam Norton has taken charge of first-team affairs 
and is targeting a top six finish following relegation 
from the Midland Premier Division last term. 

Catastrophe 

The fall to Division One was a disappointment yet 
far from a catastrophe for the Badgers, who were 
able to claim a significant coup when the Clarets 
came calling for keeper Stone and defender Flowers. 
They were both back at Silkmore Lane as Burnley 
took their under-23s squad for a friendly, winning the 
game 3-1 in front of a 200-strong crowd. 

“Things like that are almost unprecedented,” said 
Townsend. “I can’t think of many who have made the 
jump from our level to the Premier League. 

“Of course we are ambitious and want to get to the 
next level but only if we can sustain it. 

“We want to be stable financially and sustainable 
with playing strength. We need to keep growing our 
own players. That really is our aim. 

“We want one of the best grounds at the level we 
play and to give young people the best opportunity to 
advance in football. 

“Harry and Aidan are examples of that. We are on 
that track.” 


Boxing bill down but 
not out after injuries 

A SPATE of home corner withdrawals forced a professional boxing show in 
Dudley last week to be cancelled. The bill at The Venue, Dudley, has been 
rescheduled to September 29. 

Organisers were forced to pull the plug with just three fights left on the 
card due to injuries to Tyler Denny and Daryl Pearce. Only Les Byfield, 
Kane Baker and Ekow Essuman were clear to box. Essuman had already 
replaced Raza Hamza. 

Denny suffered a hand injury in training, putting paid to his six-round 
contest against Matthew Wigglesworth. The middleweight from Rowley 
Regis will concentrate on his next contest, a Midlands middleweight title 
fight against Tom Stokes on September 30. 

Super feather Byfield is set to be a part of the next Venue show, as will 
Pearce, who will first focus on a battle with Conor Benn on September 1. 

Tickets for last weekend can be exchanged for a full refund, or will be 
valid for the next show. For more information, go to the point of purchase. 


On Edge of glory as 
Tom crosses ocean 

A WOLVERHAMPTON teenager is heading across the pond to fulfil his 
ambition of becoming a professional footballer. Tom Edge, aged 18, has 
secured a four-year scholarship at Campbellsville University, Kentucky. 

The former AFC Telford United youngster, who was previously on Wal¬ 
sall’s book as a teenager, will combine a degree in sports management with 
playing for the university’s soccer team, Campbellsville Tigers. 

His proud father, Andy, said: “Their first game is at the end of August. 
He is going to be doing a degree in sports management. It’s a full-scholar- 
ship, so a four-year degree. He’ll be getting a good education, while playing 
football for a side that has the facilities of a proper club.” 

Tom, who moved to Telford from Perton, recently completed his sixth 
form studies at Codsall Community High School. There he combined his 
studies with playing regular football for the school’s team and as part of the 
two-year course, he went out to America to play in a tournament. As well as 
playing for Codsall, he started off last season with AFC Telford’s first team. 


Aces on track for a 
night of fundraising 

WEDNESFIELD Aces are on track for a fundraising night next month. 
The cycle speedway side is making the final preparations for the event in 
memory of Steph Clarke on September 15. 

Mrs Clarke died in November 2016 at the same time as Wednesfield was 
enjoying its new Christmas lights - she had been the driving force behind 
its fundraising. She had been involved in several community projects in¬ 
cluding the Aces, Hands on Wednesfield and volunteered at the Ashmore 
Community Centre as well as running photography classes and working 
full-time as a social media trainer. Steph and her husband James founded 
the community website wvll.co.uk 

Sixteen riders will compete in five heats each in a handicap formula 
under the floodlights at the club’s Ashmore Park home. Each participant 
is expected to raise £50 and there will be a collection bucket and a raffle on 
the evening in aid of Compton Hospice. All riders will take home an award 
and the overall winner will take home the Steph Clarke Challenge Shield. 
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Heathens are 
united with 
trust in plan 

CRADLEY director Nigel Pearson in¬ 
sists they are fully supportive of the 
planning application submitted by the 
Cradley Speedway Supporters’ Trust. 

Pearson says previous issues with the 
trust have been left in the past and they 
will continue to back the plans to bring 
speedway back to the area. And although 
he still has concerns regarding how re¬ 
ceptive Sandwell Council will be to the 
idea of the new track, he is optimistic 
their objective could be achieved. 

Pearson said: “Many will wonder what 
the ‘issue’ has been between ourselves 
and the Trust, needless to say our views 
have been passed on to their board. 

“There have been many social media 
outbursts about ourselves as a manage¬ 
ment team - individual libel and slander 
- which have made it impossible to work 
with certain individuals on the board. 
As far as we are concerned these mat¬ 
ters have now been dealt with and we 
have a very sound mutual understand¬ 
ing going forward and we will leave it at 
that because we want to focus totally on 
supporting this application. 

“During the many hours we have spent 
looking at sites and talking to council of¬ 
ficers and leaders - and this also applies 
to Bob Edwards, Chris Haynes, Tony 
Mole and others - dismissal of plans 
have been all too easy and convenient. 

“I note the Sandwell Council leader 
has already expressed concern about ob¬ 
jections from residents. I sincerely hope 
this proves not to be the case. 

“A new track is all we have ever 
wanted since we started this project 
eight seasons ago.” 

Cradley are next in action against Bir¬ 
mingham at Monmore in a crunch derby 
clash on Monday, August 21. 

Handy winning draw 
keeps hopes afloat 

STOURBRIDGE’S cricketers took on 
Lichfield, one of the favourites for pro¬ 
motion from division three of the Bir¬ 
mingham and District League, and came 
away with a much-needed 15 points 
from a winning draw. 

A rain disrupted match saw Jade 
Richter and Zain U1 Hassan grab seven 
wickets between them. Six wickets went 
down for 70 runs but Lichfield recovered 
to 162 off 52 overs courtesy of the late 
order. Richter ended with 4-37. 

Losing an hour-and-three-quarters for 
rain meant Stour was left with 20 overs 
with a target of 162 for victory. Realis¬ 
tically though, a winning draw target of 
87 was much more within reach. Stour 
made the worst possible start losing 
opener Alex Bingham in the first over 
caught off James Wilkinson for a duck. 

Jujhar Johal put away his first de¬ 
livery for six but was bowled on 16 by 
Adam Peat. Debutant Scott Ludlam (26) 
and skipper Josh Banks (18 not out) saw 
Stour home to a winning draw, with five 
wickets down. 


DK rotate squad for impressive win 


DKRFC started their pre-season matches with a 
29-17 victory at Bridgnorth. 

The game was split into four 20-minute periods. 
The refereeing of the ruck and maul showed both 
teams what they can expect this season, and it led 
to an entertaining game with both teams able to 
use the resulting quick ball and maintain the pace 
of the attack. 

The first quarter was keenly fought, with the 
opening period being played mainly between the 
two 10 metre lines and the defences holding firm, 


Bridgnorth started to build towards the end of 
the quarter, and opened the scoring with a try by 
their left winger. 

Changes were made to both sides and the 
second quarter followed a similar pattern. 
Bridgnorth were able to play on the front foot and 
were able to stretch the DK defence and managed 
to pierce the defence twice with two unconverted 
tries. The third quarter proved pivotal, DK’s side 
for this quarter was made up of the Development 
and Wasps players mainly, and who certainly put 


in a shift. They scored twice - one through the 
forwards. Matt Perkes was last up, and received 
the congratulations of his team-mates, 17-5. 

DK’s second try of the quarter followed good 
driving play by Sam Pedley, which allowed Will 
Hancox in. DK opened the scoring in the fourth 
quarter. Stef Shillingford was able to force his 
way over - 15-17. Jordan Brookes dived over for 
22-17, and a penalty try due to a stray Bridgnorth 
forward completed the scoring 29-17 to DK. 

The Heathbrook faithful certainly enjoyed the 
game and were impressed by the performance. 


CRICKET CLUB 
LOOKS AHEAD 


IT is a picturesque cricket club 
tucked away in a housing es¬ 
tate. 

For some residents, who have lived 
there for half a century, they didn’t 
even know the place existed. 

But Pedmore Cricket Club, formed in 1887, is 
building for the future. The historic club, located 
on Pedmore Hall Lane, has recently completed 
a £46,000 redevelopment which has seen the 
clubhouse expanded and redecorated from head 
to toe. 

Being a community club, many of its members 
have chipped in and carried out a lot of the work 
to save money. 

The work has been done to modernise its facil¬ 
ities and help to accommodate more players and 
supporters, which club bosses want to draw in. 

Existed 

Mick Bourne, aged 72, club treasurer, said: 
“We encourage people from the area to come 
along and watch the cricket. Most of them come 
along and say they never knew the place ex¬ 
isted, they have probably lived in Pedmore for 
50 years.” 

As the club is community led, its members give 
up their own time to help run things behind the 
scenes. The men’s first team play in the Worces¬ 
tershire First Division where they currently sit 
fourth from bottom after 15 matches. 

The club have several senior sides which play 
on Saturdays and Sundays. Pedmore also boast 
a number of junior teams across different age 
groups, some of whom are attached to Worces¬ 
tershire. “We have got a couple of girls in too and 
players at all age groups,” Bourne added. 

The revamp includes a new kitchen, while the 
interior features new shutters, tables and chairs. 

“The work has been done to modernise the 
club,” said Bourne. 

“We have extended the main room by 50 per 
cent, which has increased the capacity of our ex¬ 
isting pavilion from around 80 seats to about 130. 
This means we can hold bigger functions.” 



Pedmore, where they have had an extension, including new kitchen, is shown off by treasurer Mick Bourne 


Runners stumble over to Stourbridge 


AUGUST is always a quiet 
month for races for athletes 
from Dudley Kingswinford 
Running Club. 

But they didn’t have far to 
look for some competition with 
a race at Mary Steven’s Park - 
Stourbridge Stumble 10k. 

A race hosted by Stourbridge 
Running Club over paths, tracks 


and a bit of tarmac out into the 
countryside it covered 6.2 miles 
in distance and returned to the 
park to finish. 

Tipton Harriers claimed most 
of the prizes with Gary White- 
house taking victory in 37.39 
and club mate Steve Brookes 
finishing runner up in 38.20. In 
the ladies race Emily Lagomars- 


ino of San Domenico RC claimed 
first place in 40.35, Lynne Hill 
was second in 42.44. 

Darran Bishop led the Blue 
Hoops home, claiming 11th 
place in 41.12, Dave Norman 
was 15th in 42.28. Helen Tro- 
mans finished in 37th place in 
47.32 and claimed first in her 
age group. 


Glassboys’ 
final friendly 
ends in loss 

STOURBRIDGE FC open their new 
league campaign on Sunday when the 
Glassboys host Matlock Town at the 
War Memorial Ground - kick-off 3pm. 

Gary Hackett’s men are hoping to go 
one step further than last season when 
they lost out in the Evo-stik League 
play-off final to Spennymoor Town. 

Stourbridge went down 1-0 in their 
final pre-season fixture at Hereford FC 
in the Herefordshire FA Senior Invita¬ 
tion Cup Final. 

The Glassboys were without Jack 
Duggan with a rib injury and Leon 
Broadhurst through illness and they 
lost Connor Gater to a toe injury in the 
warm-up, meaning Bobby Moseley came 
into the starting line-up. 

James Bowen had an early chance 
for the hosts as he burst into the box, 
but Aris Christophorou recovered his 
ground well to deflect the ball behind for 
a corner. Jordan Murphy had the Glass¬ 
boys’ best opportunity of the half on 30 
minutes, but he was denied by home 
keeper Martin Horsell. 

Three minutes after the re-start a mis¬ 
take by Stuart Pierpoint allowed Keyon 
Reffell to break away and he pulled a low 
cross back towards the edge of the box 
for Garyn Preen and his low shot beat 
Matt Gould, however Paul McCone had 
got back on the goal-line to clear. 

With eight minutes remaining Here¬ 
ford forged in front with Jimmy Oates 
directing home a near post header from 
Bowen’s right-wing flag-kick for the 
winning goal. 

Reece's fantastic 
raceatTamworth 

YOUNG Black Country Triathlete 
Reece Ashfield had a fantastic race again 
this weekend at the BRAT Sprint Tri¬ 
athlon held at Cliff Lakes in Tam worth. 
He came home second overall in a time 
of 1:04:13 following a 750m open water 
swim, 22km bike and 5km run; his run 
time was a fast 15:45. 

Slightly further afield David Nash 
competed in The Cowman middle dis¬ 
tance race in Emberton Country Park. 
The race started at Emberton Sailing 
clubs with a 1.9km swim in the lake be¬ 
fore heading out on the two lap 92km 
bike from Olney, finishing with a 21km 
run around the lake. 
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